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To the surviving members of the regiment,
and to the memory of our deceased comrades,
this volume is respectfully dedicated, in
Iyaternity, Charity and Loyalty,
by the author.
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PREFACE.

At the reunion of the 112th Regiment 1llinois Velunteers in
1882, a commiitee was appointed to wr'te a history of the sev-
eral eompanies, and send the same to the author, to be edit-
ed, arranged and wovea into a.history of the regiment. The
author waited two years, in vain, for some action of the com-
mittee, and then determined to undertake the work independ-
ent of the committee. His original purpose was to prepare
the manuseript and give it to the Association of Surviving
Members of the Regiment for publication; but the labor and
expense of collecting material were too great for one to bear,
and this plan was abandoned.

The records of the regiment were twice captured and de-
stroyed by the enemy ; many of our diaries have been lost or
destroyed, and others have faded so they cannot be read ; but
four company muster-out rolls can be found, and two of these
are imperfect copies; and the Adjutant General's Reports of
this State are too inaccurate to be of any value. The author
has examined all the rosters and records that could be found,
but has relied mainly—and especially in the preparaticn of
the roster of the regiment—upon the facts and dates furnished
1im by the members of the regiment. He his endeavored to
malke this a true and impartial history of the regiment and of
cach man; but that it is free from errors he dces not claim ;
many mistakeszof omission and commission will do btless be
found ; it would be vainu to expect absolute aceuracy, afterthe
lapse of co many years, with our present means of informa-
tion. 'The author has not attempted to write a history of the
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war, of campaigns nor of armies, but of a single regiment on-
ly; and ke has deseribed the moveinents of other portions of
the army only when it was deemed necessary in ovder that the
reader may intelligently understand the movements of the re-
giment,

After the close of the war the government removed the re-
mains of all the deceased Union soldiers that could be found
to National Cemeteries, where the graves were numbered and
a record made of all that could be identitied. Many could nof
be found, and many of those found could not be identified, but
by the courtesy of the superintendents of these cemeteries,
the author has ascertained the place of burial and number of
grave of every member of the 112th Illinois of whom there is
any record. Inquiry has been made as to every man; and if
any are missing it is {for the reason thatno record can be found
of their bhurial.

The author is greatly indebted 1o niany members of the ve-
giment for valuable aid and suggestions in the preparation of
this volume, and especially to those who have furnished him
diaries, documents and papers; and to each and all of them
he returns his sineere thanks.
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IISTORY OF THE TI2TH TLLINOLS,

CHAPTER 1.
ORGANIZATION OF TIE REGIMENT-—~ORDERED TO THI FRONT.

Who among the surviving veterans of the war of the great
rehellion can ever forget the stirring events of the summerand
autumn of 18522 The war had continued more than a year
witliout decisive results; the sucecess of our arms in the West
had been counterbalanced by the masterly inactivity, or the
repeated fatlures of the Union armies in the Hast; Unionmen
were disappointe ]l and despondent ; a muarmur of disapproval
began to be heard among the most ardent and zealous support-
ers of the administration, while its enemies openly avowed
their dissatisfaction and want of confidence in its ability to
quell the rebellion : those who were lukewarm in their devotion
to the Union, or secretly svmpathized with the rebellion, cen-
sured the govermment for continning the war at the expense of
so much blood and treasure, and demanded a cessation of hos-
tilities and an effort to settie the diiferences between the see-
tions by compromise; and the enemies of the government re-
joiced at our reverses and predicted the ultimate suceess of the
so-called Southern Confederacy.

Such, in brief, was the state of public feehng in the North
when, on the 2nd of July, 1862, President Lineolu ealled upon
the country for three hundred thousand volunteer soldiers to
serve three vears or during the war. This was followed by a
second call, on the 4t of August, for three hundred theusand
more, to serve nine months unless sooner discharged.
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--: HTSTORY OF THE 112TH ILLINOIS.

This decisive step on the part of the government infused new
courage and confidence in the heaits of the peop.e; there was
an im nediate ehange in the tone of public sen iment; the pes-
ple saw that the goveinment was in eainest, aid they hailed
18 decisive ac'ion with demonstrations of joy and approval;
and, in response io the Piresident’s calls [or volantee s, there
was a general, spontaneous, patiioiie uprising of the whole
people of the great loyal North, such as the wo:ll had uever
before seen.

From every hill-top and valley; from country, town and
cily; from the farms, the work-shops and the factories; from
stores, offices, and even pulpits, men of every vocation and
profession laid aside their business and professional pursii s,
left homes and firesides, wives and children, fathers, mo'hers,
sisters, sweethearts and friends, and hurried to the front, to
risk their lives upon the field of batile in defense of the Union
and the flag of their ¢ uniry—dearer to them than a.l else—
singing as they marched: “We are coming, Father Abraham,
Six hundred thousar d more.”

No other government on the face of the earth could have
raised such an army of volunteers. No ti‘led monarch could
thus command the services of his subjects; but those brave,
patriotic men—citizen soldiers—voluntarily marched foith to
offer t ieir lives, if necessary, in defense of country, govern-
ment and flag, because it was their country, their government,
and their flag.

No eye ever beheld a grander or more inspiring scene. Our
forefathers must have locked down with pleasure and gratituce
upou the Grand Army of the Repablic, marshalled in defense
of the government they had founded ; angels might well 1ejoice
as they looked into the lhiearts and read the secret though s of
the weeping but heroic wives, mothers and daughte s whom
husbands, sons, fathers and lovers, at the call of duty t> their
country, left behind; and God Dbestow his blessing upon the
brave men and noble women whoze un-elfish love of coantiy
promp’ed such invaluable sacrifices in its de’ense.

In no State in the Union did the people respond more will-
ingly or with greater enthusiasm to the demands of the gov-
ernment than in the State of Illinois, notwithstanding the fact
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that in the southern portion of the State a large portion of the
people sympathized with the Southern cause and refused to aid
the governinent inits efforts to preserve the Union. This State
had already furnished seventeen thousand men in excess of its
quotas under previous calls. Its quota under the two calls of
July 2nd and August 4th was 52,296 men. It did not ask—did
not expect—any eredit under these calls on account of 1its for-
mer surptus. It asked ouly for arms and ammunition for its
volunteers. In eleven days after i*s quotas under the two calls
had been ascertained and announced, the quotas had been fill-
ed, and on the 18th of August 52,296 men—the whole number
required—had been envolled and were awaiting orders to take
the field. And Hlinois did not cease in well-doing.  After the
two calls for volunteers, and before the expiration of the year
1852, fifty-nine regiments of infantry, one regiment of cavalry,
foar batteries, and other recruits for old regiments, had been
sent to the front, which raised its excess, over and above all
quotas, to twenty-three thousand men.

IHenry and Stark counties, in common with other parts of
the State, had respondedliberally to all previous calls, and had
sent to the front more than their full proportion of volunteers.
Both were agricultural coun ies, with no large towns or surplus
population.  Men without employment, if any there were, had
already enlisted and were in the field ; and very many of the
best men of the two counties had left their husiness and work
for other hands to perlorm, and were then tighting the battles
of their country m the Soath. In consequence there was a
great searcity of laborers, and farmers had much difficulty in
securing sulficient help to cultivate and swe the maturing
crops. It was in the midst of harvest, and they were busily at
work gathering and saving the ripening grain.  But the loyal
men and women of these counties were thoroughly aroused up-
on the 1ssues of the war, and were ready and willing to do all
m their power to aid in subduing the rebellion and punishing
secession ; and when the President called for “three hundred
~thousand more,”Zthe reaper was abandoned in the field, and
the golden grain left to be harvested by the old men, and the
boys and women, who until then, had been exempt from suech
labor; the mechanie laid aside his tools ; merchants abandon-
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ed their business ; lawyers and physicians closed their oftices,
and even ministers of the gospel exchaneed the eloth for a blue
unifoim; and from every neighborhecd town and village, the
stuidiest, bravesi and most inteliigent men in the two counties
tuined their bicks upon homes aud femilies, and has‘ened t)
enroll their names as soldieis of the Union “for three years or
during the war.”

Prominent citizens, of hoth counties, without waiting for for-
mal authority, and without previous conference or understand-
ing with ecch other, as if animated by & commen spirit, com-
nmenced the enlistment of companies.  Among these, in Hen-
ry coun'y, were iristram T. Dow, the leacing business man —
opera'in largely in grain and stock and general merehandise
—of Amnawan: Alexander W. Allvo, actively engaged in the
sumne business at Galva; James M. FHosford, editor and bank
cashier, of Gereseo; Rev. Joseph Wesley, a preacher of the
gospel of pca~e, of Green liver; Dr. Avgusius A. Dunn, a for-
mer sherdf of Stark county, and afterwards the leading phyei-
clan of Cambridge; Famery S. Pond, deputy clerk of the ecir-
cuit eowst, and a veteran of the Mexican War, where he served
im a Tennessee cavalry regiment, also of Cambiidge; and
George W. Sroufe, another Cambridge man, who worked a* a
carpenter’s beneh six days of the week and preached the gos-
pel of the Carpenter’s Son on the seventh.  And in Stark coun-
ty, Thomas J. Henderson, ex-state-senator, and the leading
lawyer of the district; Sylvesier F. Otman, coanty surveyor,
and a farmer and business mau of Wyoming; and James B.
Doyle, an extensive farmer and stock dealer, of Bradford, were
engaged in raising companies at those places. Eacl of these
men succeeded in raising a full company, and each was elect-
ed captain of his company.

Large and enthusiasiic public meetings were held at Cam-
bridge, Geneseo, Toulon and other towns, and everywhere the
people—men and women—emulated one another in the honox-
able strife of sceuring enlishments and aiding ‘hose who volun-
tecred. Dr. Dunn, of Cambridge, was the first to report a full
company.

J. M. Hosford, of Geneseo, headed a roll with his own name
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on Thursday, and on the following Monday had one hundred
and one men.

T. J. Henderson, of Toulon, raised neatly a full compainy in
two days.

T.T. Dow, of Annawan, and . S. Bond, of Cambiidze, cach
ralsed a company i oa very few days, and, after Dr. Dunn's,
were the first companies {illed.  The other corapanies were bub
little slower in filling their ranks. Evervwhere the best and
most active men—men prominent in town and county atfairs—
sought the places of enlistment and eniolled their names as
piivate soldiers, with but a single controlling motive- ‘o rench
the front as quickly as possible and sirike a blow in defense of
the Union.

Ealy in August cach of these compauies held an election
ael elected 155 commissioned officers by ballo’ ; and at once,
as if moved by a common Impulse, active steps we e taken by
the oilicers-elect to unite their companics in'o a regiment.

The people of Henry county had Leen anxious to rai:c a
Henvy County Regiment; but two conpanies had been rai-cd
ab Koewanee, and assigned to the 124th Regiment, before the
movenient to raise a home regiment had conm:menced, and it
was now teo late to raise & regiment composed exclusively of
Henry county companies; and the next Dest thing to do was
to unite the seven Henry and three S'ark county compan’cs.

Col. Wheeler B. Sweet, a prominent citizen of Caiva—anda
gentleman to whom the people of Hanry county. and of Le
S'ate, are greatly indebled for faithft]l and el ¢’ent service in
behalf of the Union cauvse in the dark days of Jie 1ebellion—
vist ed Spiinglield and obfained the necessary authority from
Governor Yates to organize a regimen? frem Henvy and ad-
joining counies. Col. Sweet then returned bome and eailed
a meeting at Galva, which was attended by preminent men of
Henry and Stark, and by many who Lad enfis’el in the Henrvy
compenies : and after a careful swivey of the ficld and a full
discussion of the subject. it was determined  to convene the
commissioned officers-etect of the seven Henry and thiee Stank
county companies, at Galva, on the 18th of August, for the
purpose of uniting them into a regiment.
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Col. Sweet notified the company ofticers, and on the 18:h of
August they met at Galva. Iivery officer was present—ten
captains and twenty leutenants. Capt. J. M. Ho-ford, of
Geneseo, and Tieut. Thomas IF. Davenport, of Cambridee,
were elceted chairman and secretary, respectively, and the
meeting proceeded to business. Af.er a long but fiiendly dis-
eussion, 1t was unanimously voted to organize the (en compa-
nies represented into a regiment; and as the regiment would
contain seven Henry county companies, it was unanimously
agreed that it should be known as “ihe Henry County legi-
ment,” )

The meeting, composed exclusively of offic rs, then proceed-
ed to the election of Regimental Field Oificers, by ballo®, with
the following result :

Capt, Thomas J. Henderson, of the Toulon company, was
unanimously elected Colonel of the regiment; Cap-. Emery S.
Bond, of one of the Cambridge companies, was unanimoisly
elected Lieutenant Colonel; and Capt. James M. Hosford, of
one of the Geneseo companies, was unanimously elected Majo:.

Col. Sweet was offered a position in the regiment but he de-
clined any oftice—preferring, as he said, to be known as tle
“Father of the Regiment.”

Immediately upon the adjournment of the meeting Col. Hen-
derson, Lieut. Col. Bond and Major Hosford left for Spring-
field to confer with the Governor and Adjutant General of the
State, and obtain authority to complete the organization of the
regiment. The gallant War Governor of Hlinois was surpiis-
ed when he learned Col. Henderson’s mission to Springfield,
and said to him, “Good Lord., Henderson ! we must have some
men at home as well as 1 the army; we can’t spaie you.”
But when lie learned that the Colonel was de ermined to go,
he readily yielded the point and issued an orler for the organ-
ization of the regiment, and promised all the aid m ks power
to seenre 1ts rapid muster in and equipnment.

The number “112” was assigned to the regiment, and it was
entered of record in the Adjutant General's Office as the “112th
Regiment of Illinois Volunteers.”

At the suggestion of the Governor an election was held i
the several companies for the Field Officers of the regiment,
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which resulted in the election of Col. Henderson, Licut. Col.
Bond and Major Hosford-—each receiving the unanimous vole
of the enlisted men, thus ratifying the unanimous choice of
the officers.  The regiment was ordered to rendezvous at Peo-
ria, and Capt. Albro, with his Galva company, was the first to
report ; but by the 18th of September all thé companies were
encamped in tle barracks, on the old fair ground on the bluff.

The regiment was mustered into the United States service,
at Peoria, by the United States Mustering Ofticers, on the 20th
and 22nd of September, 1862,—“for three years or during the
war,-—and by this simple process free and independent citi-
zens beeame United States soldiers, subject to military orders
and discipline,

Col. Henderson appointed the following commissicned Staff
Officers, which completed the list of commissioned officers of
the regiment :

Adjutant Lieut. Henry W. Wells, of Cambridge.

Quartermaster—Iieut. George C. Alden, of Annawan.

Surgeon—Dr. John W. Spaulding, of Galesburg.

First Assistant Surgeon—Dr. Christian H. Gran, of Cam-
bridee.

Seeond Assistant Surgeon—Dr. TLuther S. Milliken, of Wy-
oming. Dr. Gran, who had enlisted in Major Hosford’s com-
pany, and been elected Second Lieutenant, and afterwards ap-
pointed First Assistant Surgeon, for some 1eason unknown to
the author, was never mustered into the service; and Dr. Lu-
ther S, Miliiken was mustered in as First Assistant Surgeon
—leaving the office of Second Assistant Surgeon, for the time
be'ng, vacant.

Licut. George C. Alden was mustered into the United States
service as Quartermaster, on the 10th of September; and on
the following day Dr. Spaulding was mustered in as Surgeon,
with the rank of Major. :

The le'ter of cach company, and its consequent position in
the regiment, and the comparative rank of its officers, were
determined Dy lot, under the direction of Col. Henderson, with
the following result :

Capt. T.T. Dow, of the Annawan company, although the
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last to draw, drew the letter A—and the post of honor on the
right.

Capt. J. B. Doyle, of the Bradford company, drew B, and
ocenpied second place, on the left.

Capt. Jolm J. Biggs, of a Cambridge company —Lieut. Col.
Bond’s company=drew C.

Capt. A. A, Dunn, also of Cambridge, drew D.

Capt. S. F. Oiman, of the Wyoming company, drew 1.

Capt. Williamm W. Wright, of the Toulon company—Col.
Honderson's company —drew F.

Japt. A. WL Albro, of the Galva company, drew G.

Capt. G. W. Sroufe, of a Cambridge company, drew H.

Capt. James H. Wilkins, of a Geneseo eompany-—Major
Tlosford’s company—drew I, and Capt. Josepi Wesley, of the
otlrer Geneseo company, drew K.

And the Cap'ains, First and Second Lieatenants, respect-
ively, of the companies, started out with rankin the reg-
iment in the order named. Each of the companies retameld
the sa ne letter and the same position i the regiment, no*-
withstanding changes in the rank of officers, during the regi-
ment’s whole term of service—A on the right, and then i the
following order from right to left: F, D, I, ¢, I, K, K, G, B.

On the 3d of October Col. Henderson appointed the follow-
ing non-commissioned staff ofticers :

Sergeant Major—Joseph C. Baird, of company H.

Quariermaster Sergeant—~George Bernavd, of company H.

Commissary Sergeant—DRobert F. Sieele, of company L.

Hospital Steward---Joseph C. Johnson, of company 1.

Principal Musician—Robert Perman, of company D.

Asa L. Hayden, of ecompany D, was appointe ! Deum Major,
and served as such until the organization of the Regimental
Band, when he Lecame a member of the hand and remainel
in it until mustered ont of the service.

Daniel Middaugh, of company H, (“Old Unele Dan”), was
detailed as Wagon Master, and Samuel M. Bldridaze, of com-
pany I, Reginiental Postmaster; and they held their vespect-
ive positions, and performed the duties theveof faithfully and
well during their whole terin of service.

The regimental Field and Staff Officers having been pro-
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moted, cr appointed, from the company officers, the vacancies

thereby occasioned in such companies were filled by other

clections and by promotion in the rvegular line of promotion.

The following is a completeroster of the commissioned officers

of the regiment as mustered into the United Siates service :
FIELD AND STAFF,

Colonel---Thomas J. Henderson, of Toulon.

Lient. Colonel —limery S. Bond, of Cambridge.

Major— James M. Hosford, of Geneseo.

Surgeen—Dr. Jolim W, Spaclding, of Galeshure.

st Assistant Surgeon - Dr. Luther 8. Milliken, of Wyo-
ming. .

Adjutait—Heunry W, Wells, of Cambridee.

Guartermaster—George C. Aiden, of Annawaa.

No chaplain was appointed until tha 3L of Octohor-—the
doy the regiment moved from Peoria—when the commission- |
ed oficers, at the request of the Colonl, voted for a chaplain,
and elected Rev. Roswell N. Henderson, a Baptist minister of
Geneseo, who had enlisted as o private in company L. He
was cominissioned by the Governor onthe 13th of Octobor, and
soon thercatler was mustered in as Chaplain with the rank
and pay of Captain.

Mr. Henderson promised by his conduet and courage to
make an average private soldier, and it was unfortunate that
he was not permitted to remain in the ranks. By his promo-
tion the government lost his services, for as a chaplain he
was neither uscful nor ornamental.  And right here it might
be well to say that he is no kin whatever to the ealiant Colonel
of the regiment--a fact for which the latter may he thankful.

LINE OFFICERS.
Company A — -

Captain, Tristram T. Dow, of Annawan. First Licutenant,
Asa A, Lee, of Annawan. Seeond Lieutenant, John L. Dow,
of Annawan.

Company F—

Captain, William W. Wright, of Toulon. First Licutenant,
Jackson Lorance, of West Jersey. Second Lieutenant, Rob-
ert I1. Westfall, of Penn. -
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Company D—

Captain, Augustus A. Dunn, of Cambridge. TFirst Lieuten-
ant, Henry G. Griffin, of Andover. Second Lieutenant, Sam-
uel L. Patterson, of Burns.

Company I—

Captain, James I8, Wilkins, of Geneseo. First Licutenant,
George W. Lawrence, of Geneseo. Second Lieutenant, Hen-
ry S. Comstock, of Munson.

Company C—

Captain, John J. Biggs, of Cambridge. First Lientenant,
John B. Mitchell, of Cambridge. Sccond Lieutenant, Alex-
ander P. Petrie, of Rivoli.

Company H—

Captain, George W. Sroufe, of Cambridge. Tirst Lieuten-
ant, Thomas F. Davenport, of Cambridge. Seccond Licuten-
ant, Elisha Atwater, of Munson.

Company E—

Captain, Sylvester F. Otman, of Wyoming. TIirst Lieuten-
ant, Cranmer W. Brown, of Wyoming. Second Lieutenant,
Elmer A. Sage, of ssex.

Company K—

Captain, Joseph Wesley, of Green River. First Licutenant,
Christian G. Gearhart, of Atkinson. Second Lieutenant, 1£d-
ward H. Colcord, of Genesco.

Company G—
Captain, Alexander W. Albro, of Galva. First Licutenant,
James McCartney, of Galva. Second Lieutenant, Thomas IS,
Milchrist, of Galva.

Company B—

Captain, James B. Doyle, of Bradford. First Licutenant,
Jonathan C. Dickerson, of Penn. Second Lieutenant, John
Gudgel, of Bradford.
~ The number of enlisted men mustered into the service was
as follows : Non-commissioned Staff, 5; Co. A, 96; Co. B, 85;
Co. C, 96; Co. D, 98; Co. K, 86; Co. F, 95; Co. G, 87; Co.
H, 75; Co. 1, 87; Co. K, 93; total, 903.

Co. H, not having the required minimum number, several
men, mostly of Co. I, were mustered in as of Co. H, and af-
terwards transferred to their original companies, to which
they are credited in the foregoing list.
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Nothing of special interest oceurred while the regiment re-
mained at Peoria. It was a new life toall ; officers, as well as
men, were ignorant of military atfairs, and all had to com-
mence at the beginning and learn as they progressed in the
art of war. It was some time before the men, accustomed to
pleasant rooms and comfortable beds at home, could habitu-
ate themselves to the rough barracks and beds of straw and
coarse blankets; but they learned afterwards that life in bar-
racks was one of ease and luxury as eompared with their ex-
perience at the front. Many of the officers and men were vis-
ited by their families and friends, who came to bid them a fi-
nal farewell ; and some returned to their homes to settle busi-
ness affairs and again look upon the loved ones there, before
their departure for the seat of war. Some of the boys ran
guard and went to town too frequently for their own good;
but a majority conducted themselves with becoming dignity
and self respect.

On the 4th of October Lieut. John L. Dow, of Co. A, was
married in camp, which afforded an interesting social episode
in his company, and some of the officers required him to “set
‘e up,” 1 honor of the event.

As soon as the regiment had been mustered in, active pre-
parations were commenced to equip it for active service in the
field.  Uniforms were procured, and arms and accoutrements,
knapsacks, haversacks, canteens, cooking utensils, camp and
garrison equipage, and all the various paraphernalia of war,
were provided as rapidly as possible; but the great number of
volunteers in the loyal States, and the sudden emergency
which had called them into service taxed the government to its
utmost capacity to furnish the necessary arms and equip-
ments for their nuse ; and consequently there was considerable
delay in fitting out new regiments—the 112th among others.

But at last all was ready; and on the 8th of October, 1862,
the regiment marched out of the old fair ground, nine hun-
dred and forty strong, and embarked on the cars for Cincinnati

Col. Henderson having been ordered toreport, with his regi-
ment, to Major General Wright, commanding the Department
of the Olio, with headquarters at Cineinnati.
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TITE MARCH TO LETINGTON—CAMP ELLA BISHOP-—SICKNESS AND
DEATH OF MEN—RESIGNATION OF OFFiCERS.

At midnight of October 10th, 1862, the regiment arrived at
Cinemnad., Ol Hewderson was here ordered to report at
once, with his regiment, to Major General Gordon Granger, in
Covington, Kentucky; and accordingly the vegiment marched
across the Ohkio River on o pontoon bridge, to Covington,
where Col Henderson veported to General Granger at 2 o’clock
on ihe morning of October 11th.  Gen. Granger ordered him
to encamyp his regiment at Covington, and draw the necessary
gappiles and transportation, and prepare as raqidly as possi-
ble for active service in the field.

Here, for the first time, the men spread their blankets on
the ground and lay down to sleep, with no roof over them but
the starry heavens, and no bed under themn but old mother
carth a new and strange experience to many of them; but
they afterwards became accustomed to such “lodgings” and
preferred to sleep on the ground, if not too cold or wet, rather
than in beds.  And here, too, the “boys™ had their first expe-
rience with the government mule. The regiment was suppli-
cd with fifteen wagons Ior the transportation of its effects—
five for “headquarters,” including hospital and quartermas-
ter’s stores, and one for each company-—each drawn by six
mules. The mules were obtained at a government corral in
Cincinnati, and were as wild as the untamed mustang.  Most
of them had never Leen haltered, and 1t yequired several men
to manage oune mule, and nearly a whole company to harness
and hiteh up a team of then.
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A mule is a mule the world over, but there is no mule like a
government mule. His kick is like a stroke of lightning from
a clear sky; and then the malicious brute will appear so meek
and penitent, and wear such an innocent, injured look about
him, that one can hardly comprehend that the lightning blow
that laid him out came from the heels of such an honest look-
ing animal. The mule was an important factor in the prose-
cution of the war; he deserves credit for his patriotie devotion
to the Union, and for his unflagging zeal, his patient endur-
ance and his untiring services i behalf of the Union armies.

The government armies were fed and clothed, and supplied
with arms and ammunition, and hospital stores, drawn, in
many cases, hundreds of miles, over rough and Lilly roads,
through narrow, mountain passes, by the ever ready, ever
willing, hardy, patient government mule.  Even the brand up-
on hig shoulder, “U. 5. —(Uti Supra —As above) —indicated
his amiable and kindly disposition. Andduring the warevery
highway and byway in the South bore testiiony to the mule’s
self-sacritices to the country — the air was thick with evidene-
es of his unselfish devotion to the Union armies.

At Covington the 112th Ilinois was brigaded with the 33d
Ladiana, the 77th, 97th and 108th Illinois regiiments—Col. Col-
buarn, of the 33d Indiana, commanding the brigade; and on

he 17th of October the brigade was ordered to Falmouth, Ky.
Moved at noon of October 18th and mavchied nine miles.

October 19th, marched ten miles. The 112th Illinois was
detached from the brigade and orderel to proczed to Big
Tagle, Ky., as gnard to a supply train of fifiy wagons. Camp-
ed at Snow’s Pond, a small body of water in which the team-
sters watered and bathel their mules, and of which the men
filled their canteens and used the same for drinking and coolk-
g purposes.

October 20th, (Sunday), marched seventeen miles, over a
hard, stone turnpike. After the regiment had encamped for
the night, and all the men, except the guards, had gone to
bed, an alarm was given, and the men were ordered to fall in-
to line at once to repel an expected attack. The boys
tumbled out and fell into line in double quick time ; but great

—2
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was their indignation when they afterwards learned that it was
only a ruse of the officers to try their mettle.

October 21st, marched twen' y-two miles, to Big Eagle, which
place was reachel at nine o’clock in the evening., Herve we
found the 22nd Wisconsin regiment, which proceeded to Lex-
ington the next morning.

October 22nd, remained at Big Eagle. On this, the first
march of the regiment, some of the men, though new soldiers,
proved themselves adepts in an art of war not laid down in tle
books-—foraging. The regiment was composed principally of
men who were not only honest and conscientious, but were
men of honor and high prineiple, who would deem it an unpar-
donable insult to be accused of taking property, under any cir-
cumstances, no! belonging to them. But there were some who
did not deemn it dishonest to take such articles of food—chickens,
pigs, vegetables, honey, ete.,—as they could {ind in any South-
ern State, while a very few scemed to think themselves licens-
ed to appropriate to their own use any and everything they
could find, and they accused the ofticers of disloyalty who de-
nied them that privilege.

Kentueky was a Southern State, and many, probably a ma-
jority, of its citizens were secessionists. Thousands of its
best and bravest young men were in the Confederate army.
But the State had not seceded {rom the Union. It was still
one of the States of the Union, and as such, its citizens were
entitled to the protection of the Union armies. Its govern-
ment claimed to be neutral, rendering aid and comfort neith-
erto one side nor the other.  While this position was unsatisfac-
tory to the Unionists, it was better than open and armed re-
bellion; and it was the policy of the general government to
conciliate, as far as possible, all the Border States, and keep
them from joining the more Sonthern States in their attempt
to destroy the Union. It may have been unwise, but in time
of war a passive enemy is less dangerous than an active ene-
my. Again, there were many true Union men in Kentucky,
and if soldiers were permitted to leave their commands and
forage indiseriminately, they would be as likely to rob these,
their friends, as the most bitter rebels. But there were more
weighty reasons [or stamping out, right at the start, this evil
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practice. There is nothing more destructive to the morale and
cfticioney of a regiment than indiseriminate foraging. Instead
of a regimens of drilled, disciplined and effective soldiers, it be-
com s a mob of unruly, worthless waeauders.

Col. Henderson was justly proud of his regiment of men, ard
he was determined to make it worthy of the pride of its ofti -
ers, and 1ts friends at home, as a regiment of sollliers. There
vere comparatively few refractory men in the regiment, bat a
few sueh soon corrupt and destroy the efficiency of the whole.
The men were just from the pursuiis of c¢ivil life, unased to
nmilitary restraint, and did not understand the real necessity
of striet discipline. Bat Col. Henderson was equal to the
emerveney.  He talked to the men - appealed to their pride
and self-respect, to their sense of honor as men and soldiers
engaged in an honorable cause; and i rave instances, where
the case demanded it, he threatenad severe punishuirent, in
language so forcibleas to leave no doubt of his Intention toin-
Hict 1t if has orders were not obeved.  Of course there was
smme grambling, some irritation. and even some misrepre<en-
tation of the Colonel's motives: but in time the most persist-
ent forazer saw and admitted the justice of the Colouel’s po-
s tiom and the wisdom of his course.

And right there, at Big Fagle, was laid the fonndation of
the proud record made by the 112th Hlitois n its three years’
service in the dleld — winning golden ¢pinions from citizens
and soldiers for its good conduct 11 camyp, its orderly appear-
auce on the marel and its steady bearing and courage in ac-
tion, of which every member of the regiment was justly proud,
and none less so than those very men who were loudest in
thelr denunciations of the Colonel for insisting upon ohedience
to just orders and the enforcement of proper disciplme.  And
daring the three years service of the 112'h not a man of the
rezinent was subjected to any humilinting punishment—noet
a man was disgraced by being “bucked and gagged,” “tied vp
by the thumbs,” or by the imposition of any other unreason-
able panishment—the natural and legitimate sequence f
starting right.

October 23d, moved from Big agle at 8 o’clock in the morn-
g, with the train, and marched fifteen miles to Georgetown ;
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and on the 24th marched to Lexington—twelve miles. At
Lexington, after several changes of camp, and considerable
delay and uncertainty as to its destination, the regiment went
into winter quarters at “Camp Ella Bishop.”

The camp was named in honor of a spirited Unien girl of
L xington, who, a short time before, hadd efiantly waved the
Union flag in the faces of the Confederate troops who occupi-
ed the city, and proclaimed herself for the Union “now and
forever.” Enraged at her audacity they quickly surrounded
her and demanded its surrender. Coolly wrapping the flag
around her shoulders, she declared she would die before she
would survender the glorious Stars and Stripes to rebels, and
dared any single follower of the stars and Lars to attempt its
apture.  After a short parley the rebel soldiers withdrew and
left her mistress of the situation. :

At Lexington the 112th Illinois was brigaded with the 45th
Ohio and 18th and 22nd Michigan regiments, undexr the com-
mand of Brigadier General Green Clay Smith, until January,
1863, when Colonel Doolittle, of the 18th Michigan, was plac-
ed in command of the brigade..

The 112th remained in camp at Lexington, performing va-
rious duties—among which was considerable provost duty—
and engaged in squad, company and batallion drill whenever
the weather would permit, with a daily dress parade, and ¢n
occasional review, until March, 1863. It was a rainy, dreory,
disagreeable winter, and many of the men, unused to camp
life, suffered severely. There was much sickness in camp and
many deaths; and some ineflicients were weeded out and dis-
charged from the service. On the 13th of March, out of €59
men then in camp-—many being on detached service—3800 were
on the sick list. The first death in the 1egiment was {hat of
John F. Negus, of Co. F, who died at Cincinnati, Chio, on the
17th of October, 18G2. To March 31st, 18(3, the number of
deaths in the regiment was thirty-two. The following ai1e the
names of the men who died up to that time:

Co. A—William W. MeMillan, Squire S. Pope and Truman
A. Woodruft.

Co. ¥—John L. Adams, William M. Creighton, George Mil-
ler and George W. Oziah.
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Co. D—Andrew Body, Jolm W. Mahon and Chorodon 1.
Wheeler.

Co. I -Samuel Barnhart and Herman Hinkle.

Co. C—Joseph J. Hoover, John N. Sellers and Joseph E.
Waters.

Co. H—Hans Cornutson and Nels Nelson.

Co. E—Corporal William G. Wilkinsen, David Barrett,
Thomas Colwell, James W. Rateliff, William E. L. Smith and
Russell White.

Co. K—Corporal Henry J. Buckols, Moses Bensinger, Adam
Whitehiead and James Wilson.

Co. G—Daniel Corlett and Michael Millen.

Co. B—Spencer Elston, Jeremiah Sargent and William P.
Wilson. .

When the regiment moved from Lexington, a considerable
number of men were left sick in the hospitals, some of whom
died, others were discharged, some were transferred to the
Veleran Reserve Corps, and a few were detailed and remained
at the hospitals as nurses: but a majority recovered from
their sickness, much of 1t caused by inactive camp life, and
rejoined the regiment early in the summer, and participated
m its campaigns and marches until the close of the war, or
uatil they were disabled by other causalties.

There were also numerous changes of ofticers of the 1egi-
ment during the winter and spring of 1863.

January 13th, Dr. Wesley Phallips, of Burnt Prairie, White
County, Illinois, a young physician, but one who proved him-
self capable and faithful to his patients, was appointed Second
Assistant Surgeon of the regiment.

January 31st, First Lieut. Christian G. Gearhart, of Co. K,
resigned, and Second Lieut. Kdward H. Coleord was promot-
ed to First Lieut., and First Sergeant Jacob Bush, of the same
company, was promoted to the second lieutenancy.

February 1st, on aceount of a severe injuryeansed by a fall
of his horse, which produced hernia, Major James M. Hosford
resigned, and Captain Tristram T. Dow, of Co. A, was pro-
moted to Major.

In Co. A, First Lieut. Asa A. Lee was promoted to Captain ;
Second Licut, John L. Low was promoted to First Lieut., and
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First Sergeant James P. MeChesney to the second lieutenancy:

March 5th, First Lieut. Jackson Lorance, of Co. T, 1’esign=
ed. qe('olld Lieut. Robert K. Wesifall was promoted to the
first and First Sergeant James G. Armstrong to the secend
licutenancy.

Mareh 22nd, Surgeon Spaulding resigned, and First Assist-
ant Smigeon L. 8. Milliken was promoted to Surgeon of the
regiment,

Mareh 81st, Capt. James B. Dovle, of Co. B, resigned. First
Liout. J. C. Dickerson was promoted to Captain, Second Lient.
Jobm Gudgel to First Lieutenant, and First Sergeant B. F.
Thompson to Seeond Lientenant.

March 81st, Capt. A. W. Albro, of Co. G, resigned.  ¥irst
Lieun!. James ;\[('Czw""ne\' was promoted to Captain, Second
Lieut. Thomas K. Milcheist to First Lieut., and First Sergeant
William L. Spmlldmg to Second Lieutenant,

Also, same date, Second Lieut. Elisha Atwater, of Co. i1,
resigned, and First Sergeant Jesse Newman was promoted to
a lieutenancy.

April i2th, Capt. Joseph Wesley. of Co. K, resigned. First
Licut. Kdward H. Coleord was promoted to Captain, Second
Licut. Jacob Bush to Iirst Lient. and First Sergeant Samuel
W. Weaver to Hecond Licutenant,

May 14th, Dr. Charles De Haven Jones, of (eneseo, was ap-
pointed First Assistant Surgeon, aud entered upon his duties
with the regiment.

Nothing of special interest occurred while the regiment was
at Lexington until about the first of Marclhi.  The oificers, with
few exceptions, applied themselves diligently to the study of
military tactics, and imparted to the men the knowledge thus
obtained ; and it was not long before the 112th gnmed an en-
viable reputation for excellency of drill and movement and for
the steady, military bearing of its wien.  And right Lere it may
be proper to state that in this regiment there was not that diff-
erence in general intelligence, in military knowledge, or in so-
cial standing, hetween the officers and enlisted men, that was
apparent in many other regiments. The officers owed their
position to thie suffrages of the men. They were citizens of the
same communities ; and the officers were elected in some in-
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stances withont any knowledge of, and without any regard {o,
the necessary qualifications. 1t was found that a few of them,
who were “good fellows” and popalar among the people at
home, were not fitted for the positions they thereby secared,
and made inferior ofticers, but a large majority of them prov-
ed to be excellent selections,

But the men were not mere machines {0 be moved and
manenvered at the will of others, withont thought or knowledge
of the reason for such movements ;- they endeavored to and did
siudy and understand the objects of the different moverients,
and so were enabled to execute them with precision, and took
pride and pleasure in the perfeet drill and discipline of the re-
ginment, .

1t is not {oo much to say that in every company of the regi-
ment there were enlisted men wlho were as compe’ent to perform
the duties of commissioned officers as the officers of their ccm-
pauies, and only lacked the opportunity to prove themselves
equal, and in many cases superior, in general intelligence,
knowledge of military affairs and ability to command, to their
officers.



CIIAPTER 1IL.

OUR FIRST CAMPAIGN.
PEGRAM'S RAID INTO CENTRAL KENTUCKY.

The I12th Illinois was about to enter upon its first campaign
—a bloodless one it proved to be, and in the light of after ex-
perience, a ridiculous one; but it was a stern reality to the
regiment at the time, and tried the patience and endurance of
officers and men ; and whatever mistakes and blunders may
have been made, the 112th was inno wise responsible for theni.

Many times during the winter Union refugees from Iast
Tennessee had brought reports from over the mountains that
the rebels were making extensive preparations to invade Ken-
tucky in early spring, and the Kentucky secessionists prediet-
ed that the Union army would be driven from the State.

Buekner was reported to be securely posted in the mountain
passes south of the Cumberland, with a force of from twen'y
to twenty-five thousand men, waiting ouly for the approach of
spring to commence a forward movement. If this were true,
his force outnumbered the Union troops nearly two to one, for
the la‘ter, including all arms, did not exceed fifteen thousand
men in the whole State. The strength of Buckner's army was
probibly greatly exaggerated, but he had the advantage of a
superior force of cavaliy, many of them Kentuckians, well
mounted, and thoroughly acquainted with every highway and
by-way in that region of country, and with all the fords and
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ferries on the numerous rivers, and passes in the mountains,
—Dold riders and daring raiders as ever robbed a citizen or
sacked a town,—numbering about five thousand; while the
Union cavalry and infantry combined did not exceed two
thousand.

The Union lines extended nearly the whole length of the
State, from northeast to southwest; and with the numerous
bridees and crossings to guard, and passes in the mountains
to wateh, it was an easy matter for the rebel cavalry to elude
the Union pickets, break through the lines and make frequent
inroads into the interior of the State.

The blue grass region of Central Kentucky offered an invit-
ing tield of operations to the rebel raider. It abounded with
gorl horses, mules anl fat eattle, and stores of provis-
ious, which were “confiscated” from friend and foe alike forthe
use of the rebel army.  Many of its most intluential eitizens
were avowed secessionists, or secretly sympathized with the
South in its war against the Union, and gave frecly of their
means to aid the Southern cause. Its yvoung men, imbued
with the spirit of adventure, were easily persuaded to join the
ranks of the dashing cavaliers.

A considerable number of these troops were representatives
of the “first families” of the blue grass section (thoroughbreds),
and they were sure to meet with a warm welcome, and obtain
valuable information from their friends and neighbors at home ;
and there were many beautiful women-—most bitter secession-
ists— who smiled sweetly upon the bold rebel raider, listened
a’tentively to his narrative of personal adventure, and ineited
him to greater exploits in the warfare against the Union.

Eaily in Febrnary a foree of vebel cavalry under Col. Clukes
enfered the State, and made its appeavance in the vieinity of
Richmond and Winchester, and threatened Lexington; and
several times tlie town was gieatly alarmed and the troops
were called out to 1epel an expected attack. Re-inforcements
we e hurried [orward to threatened points, and all the roads
leading into the town were strongly picketed and daily patroll-
ed.

One by one the regiments at Texington were ordered away,
until all were gone except the 112th Hlinois, and Col. Hender-
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son was in command. of the Post. Other trecops soon arrived,
however; among them the 100th Ohio without tents, which
was taken in and cared for by the 112th.

On the 231 Capt. T. T. Dow, with a mounted force of about
twenty-five men, of the 112th Illinois, proceeded out on the
Winchester Pike on a reconnoissance. Seventeen miles from
Lexington, they encountered a rebel cavalry force of 259 men,
—vpart of Morgan’s command—and immediately fired into
them. Capt. Dow and his littie command were compelled to
refreat before the superior force of the enemy, and were cut
oft, completely surrounded, and made prisoners of war.

They were robbed of hats, boots, gloves, overcoats and mon-
ey and oher valuables, and on the morning of the 24th were
paroled and permitted to return to the Union lines. The next
day a rebel squad, eonsisting of Cap®. Morgan'(John Morgan’s
brother), one lieuntenant and {ifteen men, was captured six
miles from Lexington, and brought into camp. JMorgan was
wearing Capt. Dow’s gloves, and they were returned to him
with thanks for their use.

The following are the names of the men captured:

Co. A —Capt. T. T. Dow and Edwin Demott.

Co. ¥~ Henry C. Ackley and George W. Rhodes,

Co. D—Corp’l Leander Woodruif, dwin W. Brown, Ifrank-
lin Buckley, Oswin Cahow, William Eastman, Edward O Bricen
and Joseph 1i. Patterson.

Co. I-—Joln Hamilton and Randolph M. States.

Co. C-—Thomas Anderson, William . Decker and George
B. Lower.

Co. H Serg. Lewis Norton. John D. Bennett, Alfred Ham-
ilton aod Amos Thompson.

Co, K—Moses St. Mary.

Co. B—Nicholas Hill.

During Capt. Dow’s absence he was promoted to Major of
the regiment, to fill the vacancy caused by Major Hosford's
resignation, and entered upon the duties of that office upon
his return to the regiment in the following April.

The men were sent to Parole Camp, at Benton Barracks, St.
Liouis, Mo., on the 4th of March, where Joseph I, Patterson
of Co. D, died, and the rest remained until their exchange, on
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the 10:h of the following September. The regiment was then
in Hast Tennessee, and they were sent forward by way of Nash-
ville ; but when they arrived there, the regiment was besieged
in Knoxville, and they returned to Lexington. From Lexing-
ton they went with a wagon train to Cumberland Gap, and
thence to Tazewell, and from there to Bean’s Station, where
they rejoined the regintent on the 14th of Decemb r.

On the same day that Cap:. Dow and his men were captuved,
Stephen Bl Otis and James A. Chase, of Co. D, were on pa-
trol duty on the Richmond Pike. near Lexington, and were ap-
proached by a squad of monnted men wearing Federal over-
coats, whom they supposed to be Union soldiers.  Otis halted
them ; and one of them wgquired if he had seen any vebels.
He replied that he had not. “What wonld you do,” inquired
one of thom, “if a rebel oidier should command you to surren-
der?” Hereplied that he would not surrender.  “Well,” said
the man on horse-baek, throwing open his coat and displaying
a Confelerate uniform, “I am a rebel ofticer, and I command
vou to surrender.”  Quick as a Hash Otis brought his gun to
his shoulder and fired, and the rebel officer twmbled off his
horse, severely wounded.

The wounded officer proved to be Major Steele, a brother-in-
Ianw of the uotorious John Morgan. Otis was also slightly
wounded in the thigh, and he and Chase were both captured
and taken to the rehel camp.  Major Steele sent for Otis and
he was taken to the Major’s quarters.  Steele inguired why lie
had shot him, and Otis replied, “1 thought you intended to
shoot me, and { thoueht I would take the first chance.” “Well,”
sald Steele, “you are a brave soldier:” and le requested the
guards to take good care of him, saving that he descrved good
treatment for his bravery. They were paroled the next morn-
ing and returned to Lexington, and were sent to Parole
Camp at St. Louis, with the men captared with Capt. Dow.
On his return to the regiment Otis was promoted to corporal.

About 8 o'clock in the evening of Marvch 1st, Capt. Doyle,
of Co. B, and Capt. Albro. of Co. 3, with the officers and men
of their companies, aud one hundred men detailed from the
other companies, were ordered to report at once to Col. Saun-
ders 1t thie city. The detachment was mounted, and accom-
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panied by one section (two pieces) of Law's battery, and march-
ed at midnight towards Winchester. They arrived at Win-
chester at daylight and drove a small rebel fore: oub of town.
The detachment was here joined by a detachmazns of the 45th
Ohio (mounted) infantry and of the 2nd Keniucky caval:cy, un-
der command of Col. Runkle. The whole force, under com-
mand of Col. Saunders, then proceeded toward Mt. St-rling.
When about half way to Mt. Sterling they encountered a rebel
cavalry picket force of about one hundred men, and charged
upon them and drove them into Mt. Sterling with such speed
that the rebel troops in town had no time to get into position,
but were swept along and driven pell mell out of town and
across Slate Creek.

Two regiments of cavalry were raised in Mt. Sterling and vi-
cinity—the 2nd Kentucky Union, and the 2nd Kentucky rebel.
The rebel regiment was in town when the Union troops made
the charge upon them. Among the Union forees was Major
——, in cominand of a battalion of the 2nd Keéutucky Union
cavalry.  The Majoi’s home was in the outskirts of town, and
Lis mo her res'ded cn one of the prineipal stieets in the heart
of the town. The old lady heard a great confusion outside,
and running to the window, threw it open, and saw a battalion
of the 2nd Kentucky rebel regiment riding headlong down the
street, closely pursued by the battalion of the 2nd Kentucky
Union regiment, her son at the head, urging forward his men.
She was wearing an old-fashioned “poke” bonnet, and leaning
far out of the window and taking off her bonnet and swinging
it in the air, amid the rattle of earbine and pistol shots, the ’
clashing of sabres and the yells of the men, she cheered on
the Union troops, and shouted to her son at the top of her
voice, “That’s right John, give it to 'em! Go for 'em, John!
Give it to 'em, Johm! They're rebels, John, give it to 'em!”
John did “give it to 'em,” much to the oldlady’s satisfaction ;
- but he was wounded in the onslaught, although not severely.

Col. Saunders occupied Mt. Sterling with his troops; but
the rebels hovered in the vicinity, and there was daily skirm-
ishing between the pickets and scouting parties of the opposite
sides, and a number of prisoners captured by both parties.
The detachment from the 112th was engaged in several sharp
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skirmishes, but with no serious casualties; and on the 10th of
March was relieved and returned to Lexinglon.

Co. K was also mounted about the same time, and under
command of Lieut. . II. Colcord was sent to Paris, and re-
mained in that vieinity about two weeks, scouting the country,
and captured a large number of hovses and a considerable
number of prisoners.

These several detachments were dismoun el on their return
to Lexington, and 1ejoine 1 the 1egiment at Camp Lilla Bishop.

On the 2nd of March one of our scouting parties captured
twenty-eight prisoners, among whom was Morgan’s letter car-
rier, having in his possession 220 letters, many of them ad-
dressed to prominent eitizens of Keutucky, anl some tender
missives from the boys in gray to the'givls they had left hehind
them.

On the 19'h of March, Lient. Petiie, of Co. C, was ordered
to report with forty men, to Capt. Wrigh®, who with about the
same number of men from Co. ¥, was ordered to proceed t)
Boonshoro, on the Kentucky River, where they constructed a
fort, under the direction of Capt. Brooks, engineer on Gen.
Gillmore’s staft, to defend the crossing of the riveron the Win-
chester and Richmond pike. The detachment met with sev-
eral adventures, in one of which Licat. Petrie and three of his
men came near being drowned Ly the capsizing of a “dug out”
in which they were crossing the riverin the night. They were
frequently interrupted in their work by detachments of rebel
cavalry, and at one time were called out in the night to dispute
the advance of a force which proved to be the 14th Ky. (Union)
regiment. The detachment was relieved on the 8d of April
and proceeded to Lexington, where it joined Cant. Sioufe in
command of the camp, and all joinel the regiment at Mil-
ledgeville on the 9th of April.

About the 20th of March, Col. Wolford of the First Kentucky
cavalry, reported a heavy force of the enemy in his front at M 11
Springs, on the Cumberland River. General Carter ordercd
the infantry in his command to concentrate at Danville in
readiness to meet any advance of the enemy.

On the 21st the 112th Illinois embarked on the cars at Lex-
ington and proceeded to Nicholasville, the terminus of the rail-
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road, and thence marched in a pouring rain for Danville, Ky,
where it arrived on the evening of the 23d, and, having no
tents, found shelter in buildings, public and private.

Co. I8 bivonacked m the comrt house, but at ten o'clock was
ordered to return to Dick’s River and guard the bridge. Af er
a march of six miles, i the rain, Capt. Omnan and Lis com-
pany occupied the bridge, whicir was covered anlaitorded shel-
ter from the storm.

On the 22nd Wolford’s lines on the Cumberland were b ok-
en by a division of cavalry under the rebel general Peg -am,
supported by a strong force of infantry, an 1 Wolford was ¢om-
pelled to fall back, to protect his tlanks. Pegram eluded Wol-
ford and marched rapidly toward Danville, and at the same
time other rebel forees crossed the river above and swept for-
ward toward Richmond and Mt. Sterling.

Gen. Gillmore, 1n conmmand of the Union army, ordered Gen.
Carter to call in his ontposts and fall back across tiae Ken-
tucky River, and oceupy a strong position at Camp Nelso.

It was confidently believed Dy the Union generals that Po-
gram’s cavalry was the advance guard of Buckner’s whole ai-
my, and that the long talked of mvason of Kentueky had ac-
tually taken place. They were paralyze:d by the very audacily
of the rebel troopers, and seemed imcapable of understanding
the sitnation or of adopimg the necessary measures to repel
the rebel forces. But one officer among the brigade and di-
vision commanders seemed to comprehend the true state of af-
fairs, and that was Col. Wolford of the 1st Kentucky cavalry.
Woltord’s regiment scemed to beeverywhere a* the same time.
They were on their native soil and knew every foot of the coun-
try thoroughly, and seemed to have cart blanche to g> when
and where they pleased and return when they got ready.
They knew but little about drill, and discipline was a stranger
to them, but the men had the utmost confidence in their co'-
onel and he in them. Every man was a brigadier on his own
hook, and a majority of them believed themselves superior to
the average brigadier., “Two ranks into four, git—go,” was
their ordinary and almost only eommand; and away they
would go, at break-neck speed, and woe o the rebel who eross-
ed their path. Brave, generous men—Dbold, daring soldiers—
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they had the utmost contempt for red tape, discipline, dress
parade and reviews, bat were always on hand whein there wi s
aay fighting to do, and wothing gave them so mach satisfacs
tion as to get a “wha k" at a vebel.

At midmght of the 231 of Mareh, the 112°h [llinois was o1-
dered to fall back at once to Dick’s River bridee, on the Lex-
ingron pike, and hold 1t “at all hazards.” The regiment
marchied at once, and by daylight was in the designated posi-
tion; but as there was not a vebel in sight, the position was
not extremely hazardous.

In the evening of the 24t the command was ordered to fall
hack to the Nentucky River at the Hickman, andma:ie a night
march, retreating betove what was still believel to be a super-
ior foree of the enemy.

By an oversight of the brigade eommander or some ofticer
of his staff, Co. 14, which occeupled the bridee, was not reliev-
¢d when the command fell back.  This was not discovered un-
til the command had marched a considerable distance ; and
Adjutant Wells al ‘once started back to relieve the company
from its perilous position.  Wolford’s cavalry, the rear guard,
had crossed the bridee, and Capt. Otinan found himself con-
fronted by a force in front, and at the sanwe time detachments
were crossing above and below to cut off his retreat.  Adju-
tant Wells came riding down ‘theroad at a rapid pace and call-
cd out to ham, “Get out of there as soon as you can, the
command 1s half way to the Kentucky River!” Capt. Ctman
then learned for the first time that the command had fallen
baeck., He succeeded in eiuding the rebel cavalry, by reason
of the darkness, and after a hard night’s mareh joined the reg-
iment on the north bank of the Kentueky River near the Hick-
man bridge.

The next day the whole command fell back to Nicholasville,
s'1ll retreating before a force which the 112th Ilhinots, a year -
1vter, would not have hesitated to attack alone and unsupport-
el

Five men of the 112th, William C. Biggs, Jesse B. Kilgore
a 1d Andrew Peterson of Co. K, Johm Go'"ander of Co. H and
Jerry . Bailey of Co. K, had been left in hospital, sick, at
Daaville, and were captured and paroled Dy the enemy, and
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were sent to Camp Dennison, Ohio, where they remained until
exchanged. Jesse B. Kilgore was sent from Camp Dennison
to B5t. Louis, and alter his exchange was sent to Indianapolis
and transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps.

By this time it was discovered that the “great invasion” of
Kentucky was no invasion at all, but simply a raid by a strong
force of cavalry in quest of booty—a grand foraging, stealing
expedition—that while keeping up a bold front along the line
of the Kentucky River, the rebel troops had been actively at
work gathering up horses, mules, cattle, boots and shoes, and
whatever else they could lay their handson, and sending their
“plunder” on converging roads to Somerset, and thence across
the Camberland into the Confederate linesin the moun‘ainous
regions south of the river, where Buckner's “infantry” weve
waiting to receive it.  And now theorder was given to “about
face,” the advance was sounded, and instead of retreating we
started in pursuit of the enemy.

On the 28th of Marchthe112th Illinois, with other regiments
of infantry, moved from Nicholasville, on the Danville road
as far as Dick’s River, but the enemy having hwre 1 the bridee,
the command turned into Camp Dick Robinson for the nigh*.
IHaving no tents or blankets —they being on the wagons—and
the ground being wet and cold, the men built fires and sat
around them until one o’clpek in the morning of the 29th, and
then proceeded to Lancaster, where the command arrived at
daylight. Remained at Lancasteruntil 11 o’clock, and then
marched four miles, on the Danville road, to the river, when it
was discovered that that bridge had also been burned by the
enemy. Returned to Lancaster, and marched on the Crab Or-
chard road twelve miles to the river, and found that the bridge
there had also been burned. The wagon train having come up,
the wagons were unloaded and rolled into the river, and the
troops erossed over on them, leaving everything except arms
and ammunition, and proceeded to Crab Orchard and bivou-
acked in buildings, having marched twenty miles, on solid stone
pikes, since 11 o’clock in the morning. The enemy was now
in rapid retreat toward the Cumberland, closely pursued by
Wolford with a brigade of cavalry and mounted infantry; and
early in the morning of the 81st the infantry proceeded, by :
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rapid march, on the Somerset road to their support. DBut in-
fantry eannot keep up with mounied troops, especially when
the latter are in pursuit of retreating mounted forces; and
when we liad marched sixteen mites we were informed that our
cavalry and mounted infantry had overtaken the rear guard of
the enemy at Duttou’s Hill, near Somerset, and after a sharp
fight had defeated and driven them across the Cumberland,
sapturing a number of prisoners, and a large hexrd of cattle,
and considerable other property, which the rebels had failed
to get across the river.

The infantry command bivouacked in the woods, and the
next day (April 1) returned to Crab Orchard and encamped in
huildings again.

On the 2nd of April the 112th Hlinois, with the rest of the
brigade, marched to Stanford, where the wagon train was met.
Here the 112:h was detached from the brigade, and a new bri-
gade formed, consisting of the 112th Ilinois, the 32nd Ken-
tucky and the 45th Ohio (mounted nfantiy) under the comn-
mand of Col. Ben, P, Runkle, of the 45th Ohio. .

On the 4th of April the 112th marched from Stanford to
Houstonville, twelve miles, and eamped for thenight in alarge
academy; and the next day marvched to Milledgevilie, on the
Houstonville and Danvitle road, nine miles from Danville, and
pifched tents and went imto camp, preparatory to being mount-
ed. It was determined by those in anthority to supply the de-
ficiency in cavalry by mounting several infantry regiments,
and the 112:h Illinois was one of the regiments selected for
that service.

The camp was named “Camyp Burnside,” in honor of Gen, A, I0.
Burnside, who had recently arrived from the east to take com-
mand of the Depaitment of the Ohio. And Col. Runkle an-
nounced in a general order that the brigade should be known
as “The Excelsior Brigade of Mounted Rifles”— although there
was no intent’on of mounting the 32nd Kentucky, and there
was not a single ritfe in the 112th Illinois. 'thie regiment had
been armed, at Peoria, with old Harper’'s Ferry muskets-—the

“best that could be obtained at the time. Col. Henderson hal
-—3
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repeatedly endeavored to procure better arms, but thus far had
received nothing but promises.

The regiment was needlessly encumbered in its movements
with a “regimental wagon train” of fifteen wagons—one for
each company and five for headquarters and quartermaster’s
and hospital stores. Even then there was considerable com-
plaint by some of the officers and men of lack of sufficient
transportation, and it required no little ingenuitly to pack all
the baggage and camp and garrison equipage upon the wagons.
Later in our term of service, when transportation was reduced
to one wagon to a regiment, and at times to but one wagon for
a brigade, the men experienced no difficulty—had all-the trans-
portation needed—could have got along™very well, in fact
did, for weeks at a time, without any, save knapsacks and hav-
ersacks and pockets.

When the regiment moved from Lexington a considerable
number of men who were unable to march had been left in
camp, and Capt. Sroufe had been left in command. The sick
and convalescent who were left in hospital having recovered
from their illness with the approach of warm weather, and
others who were on detached duty in Lexington having been
relieved and joined Capt. Sroufe in camp, and the detach-
ment from Boonesboro having also joined them, all now re-
joined the regiment, aud the 112th Illinois once more assumed
its old proportions; and all, officers and men, commenced
making preparations for the next campaign.



CHAPTER 1IV.
“MOUNTED INFANTRY —SOMERSET AND MONTICELLO.

Details were made from all the companies and sent to Lex-
ington, under command of Capt. Dunn, after horses and ac-
coutrements. On the 24th of April they returned with all that
could then be obtained, but only enough to mount six compa-
nics; and the next day compaunies D, C, E, K, G and B seleet-
cd horses, and drew saddles, bridles, ete., and fitted them to
the horses. ©

On the 26th the regiment drew clothing; and it had hardly
Leen distributed to the men when an order was received to
prepare to move at once, and in less than an hour the regi-
ment was onthe road marching toward Somerset. Tents were
left standing ; no extra eclothing or other baggage was taken,
no wagons accompanied the regiment, and the sick were leftin
camp. Aunother lot of horses arrived soon after the regiment
had left, and the next day a detail was sent back after them.
They overtook the regiment late that night with horses
enoughto mount company H and part of company I. The
command arrived at Somerset on the morning of the 28th,
where it joined other troops under command of Brig. Gen. Car-
ter, and on the 30th the whole force moved south across the
Cumberland. The infantry and artillery erossed at Stigall’s
Ferry., Companies A, F and part of I, of the 112th Illinois,
not being mounted, accompanied the infantry, and by order of
Gen. Carter remained at the ferry, to guard the crossing and
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take charge of the ferry boat—an old tlat-bottomed scow, pro-
pelled by men pulling hand over hand on a rope siretched from
shore to shore, across the river.

The mounted troops, including the 112th Hlinois, crossed the
river near Mill Springs.  The men were fervied over, and he
horses unsaddled and driven into the river and made to swim
—omne horse leading the way, his rider swinmming bLehind and
guiding him by the tail, and the other horses following. 'ihe
troops passed over the old batile-ground where the Union ar-
my, under Gen. George H. Thomas, had delea’ ed the rebel ar-
my under Crittenden and Zollicotfer, on the 190 of January,
1862 ; and the Kentuckians pointed out the place where Zolli-
coffer was standing when he was killed.  We looked wi h con-
siderable curiosity, not unmixed with awe, upon the long hnes
of breast-works and ritle pits.

Our advance reached Monticello early on the morning of
May 2d, where a small force of rebels was s rong'y pos'ed on
a hill.  The 112th Tllinois charged up the Lull and the relels
retreated. They were closely pursued about four miles, wl.en
they were joined by a larger force, under Col. Chenault, and
occupied a strong position on a high hill,  Cap.. Law’s bat-
tery was brought to the front and gave them a few shiells, {o
which they replied with artillery. They were partially con-
cealed by timber, so their numbers eould not he even guessed
at, and our troops were ordered to fall back, as if in re reat, to
draw them from their conceahiment. But the ruce did not
work ; they refused to {ollow, and the Union cavalry, support-
ed by the 112th Hlinois, dismounted, charged up the hill and
routed them from their position. Co. C, of the 112:h Iilinois,
was detached and sent to the left, on a road leading frem the
south, and deployed and ascended the hill, covered with {im-
ber, in splendid style, Lieuts. Mitehell anl Pe'rie being in
command. [t was now nearly dark, and the command was
ordered back to Monticello,

This was the first time the 112:h had been vunder five; and
although it was not severely engaged and suffered no loss, the
regiment was highly complimented by Col. Wolford for its good
conduet and steadiness, who could hardly believe that was its
first experience under five.
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At 6 o'clock that evening Licat. Thompson, of the 112th, and
an officer of the 45th Ohio, were ordereld to start at once and
go to Milledgeville, seventy miles, and bring the men left in
;amp, and the camp and garrison equipage, forward to Som-
erset

The vebel forces retreated toward Tennessee, closely pursued
by the Union cavalry aad Law's battery, and as it was next to
impossible to transport supplies over the rongh roads and
across the river to Monticello, the infantry, foot and mounnted,
and artitiery returned to Somerset.  In erossing the river an
unfortunate accident ocenrred ; one of the hoats was capsized,
and one captain and thir'y-two men of the 27th New Jersey
regiment—of the 9th Corps, brought from the Kast by Gen.
Buarnside—were drowned. The men were encumbered with
knapsacks and tnable to swim, and were swept down stream
by the rapid current, and sank beneath the waters before aid
could be rendered.  Lieut, Dow, of Co. A, and several men of
his company and of Co. F, who were managing the boat, nar-
rowly escaped diowning.  Creccmpany of the 112th (B) came
near meeting the same fate as the New Jersey company.

The tents and camyp equipage of the regiment reached Som-
erset the same day as the regiment, May 8th, and theve the
command went into camp. Company I, and a few mounted
men to be used as scouts, under the command of Capt. Wright,
were ordered to remain at the river and guard the ferry; and
detachments were also stationed at other points above and be-
low, to guard the numerovs crossings.  The Cumberland at
that pomt 13 quite wide, and a portion of each year is naviga-
ble. At times of low water it may be forded, but at this time
it could be erossed only by ferries.

Capt. Wright's command <occupied a position on a bend of
the viver on the heights, three hundred feet above the river,
overlooking the opposite shore, and commanding a fine view
for miles above and helow.  The rebel troops soon returned
and occupied the opposite bank, in full view of our forces. The
pickets held frequent friendly chats, and at times agreed among
themselves upon a temporary eessation of hostilities, and m-
dulged in the pastime of fishing on the opposite hanks of the
1IVer.
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Gen. John H. Morgan was now in command of the rebel
troops, and on the 13th of May sent over an impudent mes-
sage, under a flag of truce, stating that ke held one Union cap-
tain, one lieutenant and fifteen men, whom he wished to ex-
change for salt and coffee. The message was returned to him
without answer or comment.

Tlhe following letter from Gen. Carter willillustrate the nalure
of the service required of gnards on the Cumberland, and else-
where in that region :

“HespuarTERs 47H Divisiox, Aruy oF CeExTrRAL KEXTUCKY,
SomerseT, Ky., May 15th, 1863.

“To Capt. W. W. Wrienr, Commanding Guards, Stigall’s
Ferry.

“You will have your command use the utmost vigilance
against surprise. The enemy may cross in small bodies above
or below you and attempt to take you in rear. The crossing
must be held as long as possible, but should you be in danger
of being overpowered, destroy boats and fall back slowly. Ad-
vise me at once of an attack and aid will be sent you.

“William Stigall’s family reside just above the mouth of Pit-
man’s Creek—he is with the rebels. I wish you to send, after
dark, a small mounted force, which will dismount before
reaching the house, and move cautiously on foot to some point
sufficiently near to watch the premises. At the proper time
surround and carefully search the hounse and out-bnildings, as
he may be caught. If possible I wish to geb hold of him. Use
great caution.

“There i1s a negro belonging to Wm. Stigall named “Fount.”
You will arrest him and send him to the Provost Marshal at
Somerset.

“Do not be surprised, and hold your ground with courage
and obstinacy. If you take any prisoners have them careful-
ly searched immediately.

“Respecttully, S. P. CArTER,
Brig. Gen.”

Capt. Wright did not succeced in finding Stigall-—he was in
Dixie with the rebel army—Dbut the negro “Fount” was arrest-
ed and sent up to camp.
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Co. ¥ remained at the river, scouting up and down its banks,
meeting with numerous adventures and some narrow escapes,
until May 19th, when it was relieved and joined the regiment,
and on the 4th of June was mounted—thus completing the
mounting of the whole regiment.

The troops concentrated at Somerset consisted of infantry
and artillery (four batteries), three regiments of cavalry and
two regiments of mounted infantry—the 112th [llinois and 45th
Ohio—about six thousand men, all under the command of
Brig. Gen. Carter. The brigade of which the 112th was part,
was designated the 3rd Brigade of the 4th Division of the Ax-
my of Central Kentucky. The camp was named “Camyp Wol-
ford,” in honor of the doughty colonel of the 1st Kentucky cav-
alry, who was a warm friend of the 112th Illinois, and almost
as popular with our men as with his own.

The 112th remained at Somerset until the 8th of July; de-
tachments of the regiment being constantly engaged in active
anl severe duty, scouting up and down the Camberland River,
and in other parts of the cowmtry, by nignt as well as day, of-
ten at great distances, being absent many days at a time,
guarding the crossings on the river, and furnishing heavy de-
tails to picket the numerous roads leading mto the town.

During this time the army in Kentucky was reorganized.
The 2nd East Tennessee regiment of infantry was added to
the brigade, and the number chariged to 1st Brigade, 4th Divi-
sion, 23d Army Corps-—the system of designating the armies
by corps having recently been adopted.

While at Somerset our large camp tents were exchanged for
shelter tents—"dog tents,” the boys called them. To say they
were disgusted with the change would not, by half, express
their feelings; but they soon became accustomed to them, and
were satistied with the change. The officers of the regiment
raised 8550 by subscription to purchase instruments for a
band; ccmpetent musicians were detailed from the companies,
an instructor from Geneseo, 1ll., was employed, and in a short
time the 112th band was an institution known throughout the
corps, and popular wherever known. It wasof great benefit to
the regiment in drill and on the march; and there were no
mote useful men in the regiment than the band boys. In ae-
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tion they carried stretchers and assisted the ambulance corps;
and at all times were ready and willing to perform such duties
as were required of them. More than this, they weie excellent
foragers, and never permitted themselves nor their horses to
want for food if the country atforded anything eatable.

The regiment was in splendid condition. The men were in
excellent health and spirits, and notwithstanding heavy de-
tails for datached service, on the 20th of May over seven hun-
dred men were repo.t:d “present for duty.”

Law’s battery, composed of eight guns, was manned in part
by men of the 112th Illinois, detailed for the purpose, who ac-
companied the battery throngh Kentucky and Indiana into
Olio, in pursuit of Morgan, on his celebrated raid, and render-
ed valnable assistance in destroyving his band of marauders.
Capt. Law was never satistied with a position in the rear of the
skirmishers, but invariably ran his guns out to, and sometimes
i advance of, tlie skirmish line, and astonished the enemy by
his rashness as well as by the precision of his aim.

The rebel forces south of the river were evidently bent upon

mischief. They made frequent attempts to cross the river,

and several times the Union campwas alarmed and the troops
called out in line of battle,—once at eleven o’clock at night,—
and the men frequently slept upon their arms, in readiness for
an emergency.

On the 2nd of June the regiment reccived orders to pack up
all company clothing, and all the men’s clothing except a
change of underclothes, and send the same to Hickman bridge
on the Kentucky River, to be stored ; and to be ready to move
at a moment’s notice, with three days cooked and five days un-
cooked rations. Kverything was prepared as directed, but the
regiment did not move. As will be seen hereafter, other plans
were adopted.

On the 7th of June Second Lieut. Henry S. Comstock, of Co.
I, resigned. Sergt. Harry Fones was promoted to fill the va-
caney, but not until September, 1864.

Co. ¥ had lost the first enlisted man by death, and now it
gave tho first offi rer —First Lieut. Robert. I8, Westfall—to the
grim messenger whom we all fear yet none can escape.

He died at Somerset, after a severe illness, on the 16th of
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June. He was an efficient and faithful officer, respected by all
who knew him for his sterling integrity and conscientious per-
formance of duty, and his death was sincerely mourned by ev-
ery man in the regiment, and especially by the members of Co.
F, who knew his worth better than others.

Second Lieut. James . Armstrong was promoted to fill the
racancy, and Sergeant George C. Maxfield was promoted to the
second lieutenancy.

Two divisions of the 9th Corps were temporarily detached
from the Army of the Olio and ordered to Vicksburg to rein-
force Gen. Grant, who still pounded away upon that rebel
stronghold ; our armies in Virginia were about to make an-
other effort to reach the Confederate capital, and Gen. Burn-
side undertook to destroy one important interior line of com-
munication between the two great rebel armies-—the Tennes-
see, Virginia aud Georgia Railroad -and at the same time des-
troy the vast stores of armny supplies accumulated by the en-
ey in Hast Tennessee.



CHAPTER V.

THE SAUNDER'S RAID_:IN EAST TENNESSEE.
MAJOR DOW’S REPORT.

Cn the 10th of June, five officers and two hundred men——
twenty from each jcompany—of the 112th Illinois, under the
command of Capt. Dunn, gwith similar detachments{from the
other mounted regiments’at_Somerset, all under command of
Major Dow,%f the 112th, were ordered to report to”Col. Saun-
ders, and accompany him upon the contemplated  raid into
Fast Tennessee.

“Yor rapidity of movement, marching over mountains, and
swimming rivers by day and night, and for snccessful exceu-
tion, baffling the enemy, doing him a great amount of damage,
finally escaping from a vastly superior force, where every
mountainigap was supposedito be securely guarded, this raid
stands among the most brilliant of the war. It'severely test-
ed the conrage and endurance of the officers and men who par-
ticipated in it.”—(Adjutant General’s Reports, State of 1llinois.)
The following is Major Dow’s report of the expedition, made
to Col. Henderson, after his return:

“HEADQUARTERS, 112TH REcmvmext, Inus. Vous.,
Danville, Ky., July 12, 1863.

S1r :—I have the honor to submitithe following report of the
late expedition into Tennessee under Col. Saunders, so far as
relates to the detachment from the 112th, I1l., Vol. Infantry,
accompanying the command, under Capt. Dunn.
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“June 10, 1863. Two hundred of the 112th, I1l, Vol., one
hundred and fifty of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry, one hundred and
fifty of the 7th Ohio Cavalry, and one hundred of the 1st Ken-
tucky Cavalry, left Somerset, Kentucky, unler orders from
Brig. Gen. Carter to report to Col. Saunders, or in his absence
to Col. Byrd at Mt. Vernon, Kentucky.

“The detachment from the 112th was made up by details
from Companies A, and I, commanded by Lieut. Dow, Co. D,
Lieut. Griffin, Co’s. G, and I, Capt. McCartney, Co. C, Tieut.
Petrie, Co. H, Lieut. Newman, Co. K, Lieut. Brown and Co.
B, Lieut. Gudgel, Assistant Surgeon Jones, Hospital Stew-
ard Johnson, and five hospital attaches, one ambulance, and
two teams loaded with forage.

“The men were provided with three days rations, eighty
rounds of cartridges, and two extra horse shoes each.

“We reached Mt. Vernon at 12 o’clock at night and encamp-
ed one mile west of town. Reported to Col. Byrd, Col. Saun-
ders not being there.

“June 11.—By order of Col. Byrd, we moved three miles east
of town and encamped on Gen. Bragg’sold camping ground.

“June 12.—We remained in camp awaiting Col. Saunder’s
arrival.

“June 13.—Col. Saunders arrived last night. We were or-
dered to draw ten days rations and eight days forage; three
pack mules were furnished to each one hundred men, to beled
until our transportation should be sent back, and to be in read-
mess to move by daylicht the next morning.

“June 14.—We marched twenty eight niles to Laurel Creek,
and encamped ; the latter part of the day, and during the
night it rained heavily ; having no tents we passed an uncom-
fortable night.

“June 15.—We started at sunrise and marched twenty four
miles, encamped two miles this side of the Cumberland River.
Here all the teams were unloaded and sent back and the pack
mules loaded with forage. What could not be put upon them,
together with rations issued to the men, was carried upon the
Lorses.

“June 16.—Forded the Cumberland River this morning at
Willamsburg,—the river shallow and casily forded—taking the
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Huntsville route to Tennessee. Col. Gilbert passed this place
late last evening with portions of the 4ith Ohio Volunteers,
and 9th Ohio Cavalry, and four pieces of Kumkle's Battery,
taking the road to Big Crecek Gap, designing to make a diver-
sion in our favor. We subsequently learned that this gap was
taken without serious resistance, but not held by Col. Gilbeit.
We marched this day twenty-five miles over mountains and
unfrequented roads, it being often necessaiy to clear the path
of fallen trees, and to detail men to push ambulances up the
steep mountains.  On this day comienced the toil and fatigue
endured by ofticers and men, as well as horses on this raid.
“June 17.-—We started this morning at four o’clock and con-
tinued the march nntil 9 at night, without feeding, when the
tired horses were turned mto a small lot to graze, with orders
not to unsaddle, and to be 1n readiness tomarch at one o'clock
in the morning. At this place spiesweresent forward to Lou-
don Bridge, with instruetions to marveh the entive night, and
afier obtaining the necessary information {o re oin us the fil-
lowing night, .
“June 18.—Marched at one o’clock inthe moining ard reach-
et Montgomery at nine; passing through this place without
halting, in order to surprise the enemy at Watburg, one mile
beyond.  We captured here one hundred and seven rebels, a
lot of ammunition, small arms, spades, axes, several mule
teams, and forty horses. We had one man belonging to the
2nil Olhio eavalry shot through the hand, and two horses kalled.
“After paroling the prisoners moved two miles south of town
and halted one hour to graze the horses.  Some of the rebels
who escaped from Wathurg, carried the news of owr approach
to Kingston —-being the first certain news the enemy had of our
coming. While here the advance of Pegram’s force, forty-five
hundred strong, entered Watburg, cutting off one man of the
1st Kentueky cavalry, who had been sent hack on some errand.
“This afternoon we were forced to abandon several korses
and were much fatigued. We reached Clineh River at davk.
The river at this place 1s ditficult and dangerous to ford, espe-
cially for troops unaecquainted and in the night. It was elev-
en o'clock at might before we had all forded i, wetting many
of our cartridges, losing a few hams, and spoiling most of our
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hard bread ; remained here one hour to feed the horses.

“June 19, —At midnight we heard the bogle s uad the ad-
vanee i silence, and with heavy hearts. We had left five
of our hrave comrades sleeping in the Clinch tuver, thatsleep
whicli knows no waking.  May their friends be comforted ;
they had left their hiowues at their country’s eall, hat they will
never return,  Peace be to their ashes. At one o’clock in the
morning the column halted by the road side anlfed horses
without unsaddling.  We were now near Loudon Bridge. Col.
Saunders here received mformation that the bridge was de-
fended by four thousand troops, ten hatteries, and strongly
fortiited.  He decided noi to attack the place. At seveno'clock
the coliunn was in motion.  Leaving Loudom Bridge two and
a half miles to our right, we entered Lenoir at eleven o'elock,
having destroyed three piecesof avillery, fonnd abandoned on
the road to this place. We captured one hundred and forty
prisoners, and baraed a depHt containing two picees of canuom
and large quantities of small arms and ammunition, cut tele-
graph wires and destroyved the ratlroad track for some distance.

“We left Lenoir at noon and reached knoxville, twenty-four
miles from Lenoir, at dark. The road led directly through
the town ; it was thought necessary by our eommanding oftie-
ers to attack the place from the oppost e side, so that 1n case
of failure we could continue the marvel up the railvoad to Straw-
Lervry Pluins, The entive night was oceupied in moving aronnd
the place, over an unfrequented path, and the night very dark.
Thae column was broken in consequence of an ambalance hav-
ing upset, leaving the 112 h Illinois and the 14th Kentucky
cavalry without a guide; the ambulance being badly brokeir it
was abandoned.  We had eonsiderable fiving with the enemy’s
pickets daring the night, while endeavoiing to find the rest of
the command ; we did not find them until daylight.  Dr. Ba-
ker was killed on this day by an advance gnard.

“June 20th.-Attacked Knoxville, but found the enemy too
strong, and after one and a half hours sharp firing, chiefly ar-
tillery, were drawn off in good shape, the 112th lllinois bring-
ing up the rear. Our casualties were, one man mortally
wounded, one captain and one lientenant severely, all from
other detachments, and several horses killed, and one man
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from the 112th Illinois missing. We captured forty prisoners
and some fifty horses. Our rear was considerably annoyed by
Scott’s cavalry for several miles.

“At MeMillan’s Station the depot was burned without halt-
ing the column, as were also two railroad bridges, and Iflat
Creek bridge, a large fine covered structure thirteen miles from
Knoxville. Crossed Holston River two miles from Strawberry
Plains, andjreached the latter place at 4 o’clock in the after-
noon, distance seventeen miles. After a shortengagement the
enemy hung out the white flag. We here burned one of tle
largest bridges in Kast Tennessee, several rebel store houses
containing clothing and grain, captured one hundred and fifty
prisoners, four pieces of artillery and a quantity of small arms
and ammunition.

“June 21st. At 4 0’clock in the morning again under march
passing through New Market without stopping, except a sna'll
detail to burn the railroad cars at this station. Arrived at
Mossy Creek station at about 11 o’clock, fifteen miles from
Strawberry Plains. A fine railroad bridge was burned here,
and a store house filled with corn, from which the horses were
fed and each man carried away all he cculd for future use.
There were, however, many who preferred to load their hocses
with tobacco—a large quantity being found here—Dbelieving
this weed of more advantage to them than forage for their ex-
hausted hiorses. There were none of this class in the 112th
Hlinois.

“We here left the railroad and started homeward. Two and
a half miles from™Mossy Creeck, the machinery in Ratton
Howell’s factory, now working for the Southern Confederacy,
was destroyed. We reached Clinch Mountain about 7 o’clcek
in the morning where we found Scott’s cavalry prepared to dis-
pute our entrance of the gap leading over the mountain. TlLey
were soon driven away, with the loss of five men captured, but
followed us until we crossed the Cumberland Mountains, fre-
quently attacking our rear. We toiled all night, making bu’
ten miles. During the night we took a train of loaded wagons
and thirty prisoners.

“June 22nd. This morning Capt. Hurst was shot near Clinch
River. After fording this stream, the lorses were fed while
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saddled and in column, and the men hastily ate whatever they
had remaining of their rations. After a brief stop we moved
on, fording Powell River about noon. Af three o’clock in the
afternoon Col. Saunders rode back to the head of2my command
and informed me that the enemy were at Rodgers’ Gap—the
one through which we intended to pass—in large force, and
ordered me to send my detachments, the 112th [1linois in ad-
-ance, over a by-path, guided by Sergt. Reynolds, while he
saw the section of artillery spiked and carriage destroyed.

“Although the head of the column was near and in sight of
the enemy, this was successfully accomplished; the guide
leading the column through heavy timber and again striking
the road about four miles from where wehad left it and oppo-
site Smith’s Gap; the route traveled, however, was seven
miles. It seems they had tried to guard all these passes, for
we here found some cavalry drawn up in front of this pass.
The 112th Illinois and the 45th Ohio were dismounted, and
one volley sent them rapidly down the road. These two de-
tachments were ordered to mount and skirmish through the
timber between our forcos and the base of the mountain, to
ascertain if any rebel force was concealed there; none being
found, the order was given to move up the mountain. The
men little knew what going up a mountain meant. The 45th
Ohio took the advance, the 112th Illinois next. I did not go
up with them, but waited for the 2nd Ohio Cavalry, uhder my
command, and then in the rear. I did not again sce Captain
Dunn or the main body of the 112th Illinois until we reached
Kentucky.

“There was considerable firing between the rear of our forces
and the enemy, who had now arrived in force. The mountain
was exceedingly steep. Many horses, already worn out by the
wearisome march, here failed entirely. The path, as darkness
came on, could not be followed, and the different detachments
became mixed up and many lost their way entirely. It was
sald by Col. Saunders that we should rest upon the mountain
during the night, yet for some reason unknown to me, there
was little if any halt made, leaving those whose horses had
given out, and many who had lost their way in the darkness
and were now unable to move in any direction, under the be-
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lief that at day-light they would be able to find their com-
mands.

“June 23rd. In the moming T was informed by one of the
112th Mlinois that the main body had not made any stop the
night before. We at once moved down the east side of the
mountain, and aftertraveling about two miles came to a house.
We here met Capt. McCartuney and many others from the sev-
eral detachments. We procured a guide and halted unt 1 two
o’clock in the afternoon, when we had collected one hundre:d
and sixty enlisted men and officers. About one-third had
abandoned their ayms. None were left after joining us.  We
left the place at two o’clock, and encamped six miles east of
Boston. During the night two girls accompanied by a man
came into camp and informed us that a large body of mount-
ed rebels were within one and a half miles of us feeding their
horses ; they, however, did not discover us.

“June 24th. We continued our toilsome march over scep
mountains, and during a heavy rain, without food, until June
26th, when we reached London. We here found rations, and
rested one day, joining our command at Lancaster. The offi-
cers and men endured the fatigue and dangers attending the
raid bravely and cheerfully.

“Respectfully, Tris. T. Dow,
Major commanding detachment from Somerset, Kentucky.

To Col, Thomas J. Henderson, Commanding 112th Illinois
Mounted Infantry.” ’

The men drowned in Clinch River were, First Sergeant Amos
C. Holden, Corporal Idwin F. Hunt and Thomas H. Kilby, of
Co. D, George C. Wood, of Co. C, and Thomas T. White, of Co.
¥,

Sergt. Holden had been recommended for promotion to a
lieutenancy in his company, and his commission was received
at headquarters the day after the expedition left Somerset, but
was never received by nim. He was a brave, generous, noble-
hearted young man, as, indeed, were his four unfortunate com-
rades who perished with him. They died for their countiy,
while engaged in the line of duty—a perilous duty—and their
names are entitled to a place upon the roll of honor with those
who fell upon the field of battle. Many times the following
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winter the 112th [llinois crossed the rapid and dangerous
Cl neh, but never without gazing sorrowfully and regretfully
upon the watery graves of their departed comrades.

Others of the 112th lost their way and tloundered in deep
water, hut fortunately escaped drowning-—some of them very
1arrowly, however.

The 112th [linois also lost nine men captured by the enc-
my. on thisreil: Addison C. Leonard and He vy Moyer, of Co.
A, Stephen Roberis, William W. Cowden and Jeruel B. Whit-
ney, of Co. D, Corporal Andrew Kamerer, of Co. I’, George
AUtehie, of Co. H, James S. Riges, of Co. K and Joseph C.
Jolinson, hospital steward. Johnson, Cowden, Whitney and
Riggs were connected with the hospital department, and weie
captured at Chiller’s Gap, on the22ndof June, and taken hack
to Knoxville. The prisoners were confined in jail at Knoxville
with a lot of Unionists and deserters from the rebel army, and
thence seat to {.ynchburg, Va., and thence to Richmond, where
they were paroled July 11, 1863, and sent to City Point, and
from there to Parole Camp at St. Louis, where they were ex-
changed Sept. 10, 1863, and rejoined the regiment at Bean’s
Station, Hast Tennessee, on December 14th, 1863.

James Patten, of Co. D, was severely wounded in both hands
by a rebel “bushwhacker.” Several others were wounded, as
also some of those captured, but the author has been unable
to obtain their names.

The Dr. Baker referred to in Major Dow’s veport was Dr.
Harvey Baker, a Confederate citizen residing a few miles be-
low Knoxville. A Confederate scouting party, in command of
Capt. Wiggs, occupied a positicn near Baker's house, and as
Col. Saunder’s troops advanced, fired upon them. The Fed-
erals advanced rapidly and Wiges refreated. It was charged
by the Union troops that Baker stood in his yard and fired up-
on them as they advanced, and that they shot him in retalia-
tion.

In a Confederate account of the affair, before me, this is de-
nied; but it is admitted that Baker did fire upon the Union
troops, but it is claimed not wuntil they opened fire upon
him. It is also admitted that shots were fired from near

—4
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where he was standing before the Union troops fired, but these,
it is said, came from Confederate soldiers, although, it is stat-
ed, the Union soldiers might easily have believed they came
from Baker, as he had a gan in his hands at the time, Itis
very probable that Baker fived the first shot, and that the Un-
ion soldiers were justified 1 killing hum on the spot

The following article is taken from a Knoxv 1Le paper of
June 24, 1863 :

“THE RAIDERS."

“We have no official news of the Yankee raiders in their vo-
treat, after the destruction of the bridzes and private property
at Mossy Creek, save that they bad passed through Powder
Springs Gap of Clinelr Mountain into Powell’s Valley, closely
parsued by Scett’s cavalry.  Various rumors were i circula-
tion on the streets last night, among others that Scott had
captured their artillery, that thev were tlying in great confus-
ion, and were abandoning not only their plunder, but evei
their own equipments, in their haste to get out. The general
belief, however, founded on all reports, is, that owing to the
jaded condition of the pursuing cavalry, and the absence of any
Confederate forces in front of the encmy, they will make good
thelr rebura to Kentueky with no great loss.”

The paper contains several commnieations in relation to
“the mmfamous Yankee raide 's,” and all were very bitter in
their dennneiations of Col. R K. Byrd, whose Lome was at
Kimgston, but who had been (h'n'en out of Kast Tennessee he-
sause of his loyalty to the Unicn; and who accompanied the
ratders with his regiment, the Ist ast Tennessce, compos-
el of Union refugees, like himself, and who undoubtedly 1m-
proved the opportunity to pay off old scores.



CHAPTER VI.

GUARDING THE CUMEERLAND-—EXPEDITIONS
TO MARRODSBURG AND LEBANON.
CAPT. DUNN'S REPORT.

On the 10th of June—the same day the expedition started
for East Tennessee—another detachment of about two hun-
dred men from the 1312th I[linois, under ccremand of Lieut.
Col. Bound, was ordered to report, with one day’s ration:, fir a
reconnoissance on the Cumberland; bat on arviving at head-
quarters, the order was countermanded, and the whole detail
ordered on picket, to relicve the men of other reziments under
marching orders.

Durmg the night of June 17th, the regiment veceived orders
to be realy to mareh at 6 o’clock the next morning, with cight
day’s ratiens, and all the sick were sent off {0 Camp Nelson;
but after several hours of hard work in making preparations to
move, the order was countermande |,

5o many troops had been withdrawn frem Somerset that it
required heavy details from the vemaining regiments to per-
form picket duty, and the officers and men of the 112th were
“on picket” nearly all the time; hut as the weather was warm
the duty was not excessively arduous.

On the 27th a detachment of one hundred and fifty men and
five officers of Co’s. A, I, C, G and B, in command of Capt. W.
W. Wright, was ordered tothe Cumberland River, nearly op-
posite Mill Springs, to gnard the crossings in that vieinity.
The detachment marched at 8 o'clock in the evening, in the
midst of a heavy shower, and in darkness so black aud dense
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that nothing could be seen. Capt. Wright was unacquainted
with the road, and at his request Lieut. Mitchell, of Co. C,
who had been over the road several times, led the way with his
corapany and the others followed. The detachment reached
Fishing Creek, a roaring little stream, about twelve n.iles from
Somerset, at 2 o’clock. The water was too high to ford and
the detachment halted and established a reserve in the timber
about a mile from the old Zollicoffer fortifications, threw out
pickets on several voads and fords, and remained there until
the next day and then proceeded to the Cumberland.

On the 3d of July the detachment was joined by Capt. Sroufe
with Co. H.  The detachment remained there, guarding the
crossings on the river and scouting up and down its banks, and
cating blackberries, which grew in great abundance, until the
Sth, when 1t withdrew to FFishing Creek.

In the meantime many of the troops had been withdrawn
from Somerset, and Col. Henderson was in command of the
Post. The following communication, addressed to Capt. W.
W. Wright, will explain why the detachment was withdrawn
from the river:

“Hrapquarters 11211 I, Vor. Inrr'y,
Somerset, Ky.. July 5, 1863.

Carr.—

Tam directed by Col. Henderson to say that vou
will at once withdraw the pickets in your command from Mill
Springs and vicinity.  You will leave one company of at least
fifty men at Fishing Creek, and the balance of your detach-
ment will at once return to camp. The company at Fishing
Creek will be left under a competent officer, and say, one or
two lieutenants. They will be insiructed to be very vigilant
and to scout the vicinity of their station anl the creek fre-
gnently and thoroughly. Rations will be sent to you at Fish-
ing Creek for two days for fifty men.

Very Resp’y, H. W. WeLLs,
Adj’t., 112th TIL”

The detachment arrived at Fishing Creck after dark, and
leaving Lieuts. Davenport and Thompson, with fifty men, 1o
guard the crossing, procceded to Somerset.
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The next day Lieat. Davenport with one-half the men scout-
ed toward the Cumberland in the direction of Mill Springs,
and on their return Lieut. Thompson, with twenty men, scout-
ed on other roads leading to the river. In the evening Licut.
Davenport received the following communication from Col.
Henderson, which explains itself

A “Heapquarters U. S. Forcrs,
Somerset, Ky., July 6, 1863.
Liuvr. T. F. Davexpeort,
Commanding Pickets at Fishing Creel:

It 1s raanored that the rebels are at Mill Springs, and have
been crossing the river, though I can hardly believe it to be co,
but have thonght proper to advise you of the rumor, and to
urge upon vou that you be vigilant, and that yon give me ear-
ly information of any movement in that direction. You had
better patrol the road well i the direction of Mill Springs and
ascertain if any rebels shall be attempting to eross there, and
oive me information.

Tuos. J. Hexpursox,
‘ Col. Commanding Post.”

The detachment moved back upon a hill, at the interseetion
of two roads, and occupred a position at and around Bethel
Church, leaving a picket at the creek and patrolling both roads.

Bethel Church was a log structure of the most primitive
style, with no floor, and with openings in the walls for doors
and windows.  An old lady in the vieinity informed us that
she had “hearn tell” that there was a church at Mill Springs
with real glass windows, but she had never seen such a chureh.
The author met an old man, eighty-four vears of age, who was
born and had always resided in the house in which he then liv-
ed. IHe had never visited Somerset, the county seat, fourteen
miles from his farm, and had no idea as to the size of the town.
He said, with considerable pride, that he had been to Mill
Springs - seven miles  “five or six times” in his life, but he
had not been there for twelve vears. That had heen the ex-
tent of his travels. He had learned, in some way, that there
was a war, but he knew no more about its cause, or the parties
to it, or of the history aud events of the times, than a govern-
ment mule.  When offered pay for a very good dinner, he de-
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clined to take any, but said he would accept a “chaw o’terbac-
caly,” as he had been without for along time. e was reward-
ed with a large plug, and was happier than a sma’l boy with
his first pair of beoots. He had never owned a “nigger,” and,
although a land-owner, was classed among the “poor white
trash.”

July 8°h, the detachment was ordered to join the reziment
at Sonerset.  The troops had all left except the 112th [linois,
and at noon the regiment marched, and onthe 10th joinel the®
brizade at Stanford.

John Morgan had commencel his famous raid north, had
cuotureld Lebanon, after a severe fight, on the 5th, and was
mow moving rapidly toward the Ohio. Portions of our army
were pursuing him closely, and cur ccmmand was ordered
baek to guard the blue grass country against o’her rebel raid-
ing parties seeking to make a diversion in favor of Morgan.

The 321 Ky. regiment had been o dered to gnard the wag n
train by way of Cralb Orchard, o1 the pike, but instead had
turned off the road and pass:d through Hall'’s Gap in‘o the
valley, and gone into camp about six sniles below Stanford,
leaving the train unprotected; and the commander of the re-
giment reported that bands of rebel eavalry were following him
closely and threatening to attack him. Gen. Carter ordered
Lieut. Thompson, of the 112th Illinois, to take twenty men
and proceed to Hall's Gap and held it at all hazards, and to
inform the e mmanding officer of the 821 Kentucky that his
orders were to protect that reoiment against attack. The
messag > was faithfully delivered, but there was a terrific blaze
of blue lightning in that vieinity, about that time, that would
have been dangerons to Gen. Cav'er ha'l he been witl inrange.
Hall’'s Gap is a narrowpass in the ranze of hil's bordering the
blue grass region, and aifords a magnificent view of courtry as
far as the eye can extend.

In the night of the 10th the wagon train was attacked near
Crab Orchard, and fifty wegons and their con’en s ve ¢ burn-
ed—te werk, probably, of Ken‘neky gueriilis. The 112th
Il mois and 5th Ohio were ordered to Cirab Orelavd, but ar-
rived too late to save the t-ain, and returned to Stanford, anl
the nest day ma_ched to Danville,
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The detail at Hall's Gap was joined by a company of the
45th Qhio, the next morning, and the two were ordered to seout
toward Somerset as far as Waynesburg, which they did with-
out finding any rebels, and returncd to Stanford the sime day,
and the nest guarded a body of rebel prisouers to Danvil ¢,
and rejoined the vegiment,

On the 1ith of July, Cape. Wright with eompanies I and I,
in command of Lieut. Armstrong and Capt. Wilkins, respect-
wely, was orlered toreturn to Siigil’s Feesry, on the Cam-
berland Tiver, with a train of wagons, to destroy all boats on
the tiver, and cbtain some pontoons left at the river; arrived
there on the 13.h of July. On the 14th a detail was sent to
Newell's Ferry to destroy a boat, while the rest of the detach-
ment laded the pontoons, and then proceeded to Danville,

Tmmediately upon the arrival of the regiment at Danville,
companies I and G, under comimand of Capt. Otman and
Lient. M1-hrst, wers ordered to Harrodshurg, to capture, if
possible, two companies of Morgan’s command which had left
the main body of his troops while on the way to Indiana and
Ohio on his famous raid, and being unable to rejoin his force
had dishanded, and were attempting to get through the Union
liies into the Confederacy.  Capt. Olman was fortunate in his
search, and found and eaptured one Lieutenan?, thirty-one men
and sixty-one horses. s command being mounted, and hav-
ing this additional number of horses to feed, it reqaired a lavge
quantily of forage for the two weeks they remained there.  Ix-
Gov. Magoifin resided there and owned a farm adjeining town,
o which was a large field nt oats, just harvested and i the
shock, upon which the soldiers levied without ceremoeny, and
fed the same to the horses.

The boys had not forgotten the famous proclamation issued
by the governor 1n 1861, 1n which he declared that “Rentueky
was neufral terrifory, and neither hostile army should cross
her borders.”  And they recollected his veply to President Lin-
colr’s fivst call for troops, that ™~ wentneky would furnish no
troops for the purpose of subduing her sister Htates of the
Soatlh.,”  And they remembered that Gov. Magoftin hiad en-
deavored to preserve a position of “belligerant neutrality™ ouly
for the purposc of turning his State over to the Confederacy as
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soon as the South should become strong enough to keep it;
and they rightfully believed that he was a secessionist, and
that, in taking his oats, they were simply compelling a rebel
to contribute of his means toward paying the expenses of the
war for the maintenance of the Union.

When Capt. Otman received orders to return to Danville, a
receipt was made out and tendered to the ex-governor for the
oats cousumed, containing a proviso, however, that his loyalty
was to be proven before any voucher should be issued to him.
This so enraged him that he tore it up and threw the pieces
upon the floor and stamped upon them. He was informed
that that was the only voucher he would ever receive; but his
claim has undoubtedly been presented against the government
and paid long before this time.

The detachment remained at Harrodsburg until July 27th,
scouring the country for bands of vebels; and rejoined the re-
giment at Danville just in time to participate in the chase af
ter Scott. The only casualty at Harrcdsb irg was one man,
Sylvester H. Stoifer, wounded.

The expedition into Iast Tennessee reached Lancaster, on
its return, on the 80th of June, and after a few days rest pro-
ceeded to Camp Nelson.  Here on the 7th of July Capt. Dunn,
with five officers and one hundred and twenty-nine men of the
112th Hlinois, were ordered to accompany Major Hllis, of the
Ist Bast Tennessee, to Lebanon, and the remaiuder of the
Tennessee raiding detachment vejoined the regiment at Dan-
ville.

Capt. Dunn and his detachment were absent until the 10th
of August, when they rejoined the regiment at Stanford. The
following report of their operations, made by Capt, Dunn, will
show the nature of the service they performed.

Heapquarrers 112111 Reer. Inn., Vors.,
Stanford, Ky., Aug. 11, 1863.

CoLONEL.~—

Allow me a brief report of the operations of the
detachment placel under my command by Major T. T, Dow,
112th Illinois, and ordered by Col. B, K..Byrd, 1st East Ten-
nessee Mounted Infantry, to accompany Major John Illis,
same regiment, from Hickman Bridge, or “Camp Nelson,” to
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Lebanon, Ky., on the 7th of July. The detach-ment number-
ed, as stated by Major Dow, one hundred and twenty nine men.
Capt. McCartney, Co. G, Lieut. Griffin, Co. D, Lieut. Brown,
Co. E, Lieut Petrie, Co. C, and Lieut. Newman, Co. H, accom-
panied the expedition. We reached Lebanon the next day,
about 10 o’clock, and went iInto camp. Soon after, some of
the boys ascertained that a large number of damaged arms
were stored in a building in town, which, through the kindness
of the commanding ofticer, they were allowed to examine for
the purpose of putting together whole parts, so as to get a het-
ter arm than their own, which was the old Harper’s Ferry
musket. The examination and refitting lasted for parts of two
or three days.  On the 9th, Henry J. Roberts, of Co. C, fired a
loaded gun, the muzzle immediately upon a considerable quan-
tity of powder which was scattered about the floor, all of which,
of course, at once exploded, fatally burning himself and Wil-
liam Herridge, of Co. - ~he lived until the third day, and Her-
ridge lingered several days longer. Other parties were in the
room, but escaped without notable injury. ’

On the 13th I went, with a part of my command, on a scout,
with a detachiment from the 1st Mast Tennessee, and the 1st
Kentueky Cavalry, the whole under command of Major Ellis
in person.  We returne 1to camp a little before day on the 14th,
without observable results.

On the 14th Col. O. H. Moore, 25th Michigan, commanding
the Post, directed Major Ellis to send a scout of thirty men,
with directions to proceed as far as (reen River Bridge, and
parole such wounded prisoners as had not been paroled, and
make snch discoveries and arrests as opportunities offered.
The order was sent to me for the scouts, when I directed Capt.
MceCartney to report with the men.  He proceeded promptly to
headquarters, veceived his orders and was on the road at once.
A tew wounded prisoners were paroled, and he arrested and
sent up to Col. Moore one deserter from the 13th Kentucky.

Ou the 15th T was ordered by Major kllis, under directions
from Col. Moore, to proceed with my command to Columbia,
Adair county, Ky., requiring Capt. McCartney, whom 1 should
meet on the road, to join me there.

We reached Columbia about noon on the 16th. My orders
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were to thoronghly scout the roads leading into Colambia, and
ascertain if possible the whereabouts aud strength of any force
ol the enemy that might be 1n the vicinity.

Learning immediately after my arrival that Robert Cross, a
prominent citizen of Burksville, was recruiting a company for
the Confederate serviee within our himes, [obtained two guides;
both belonging to the 1st Kentucky Cavalry, and proceeded, at
6 o’clock m the evening with twenty-two men, to Burksvilie,
reached that place—twenty-eight miles distant—just before
day, the 17th, and searched a house in which Cross was sup-
posed to be, but without finding him. It was known that he
frequently slept in a house just across the Cuinberland, and
in plain sight of the ferry. Against the advice of my prinei-
pal guide I determined to cross theriver and search that house,
before searching the town—which scarch the guides proposed
I showld first make. Upon reacliing the river the canoe and
flat boat were on the opposite side. The guide referred to,
Joseph D. Bordon, immediately doifed his clothing and swam
the river, got into the canoe and brought it over, three of my
men returning in it, and bringing over the flat boat. By this
time it was broad daylight, though a little foggy, and we could
be plainly seen from the house we had our eyes on. I crossed
the river with a dozen men, and hurrying up the hiil entered
the house, and found the object of miy searcli, and also Licut.
Tyerell, of Morgan’s command, and two men, sound asleep.
One was wounded i a recent fight and I paroled him. The
others were hurried across the river and carefully guaxrded,
while I sent out a party to eapture a few rebel soldiers a mile
and a half out of town. None were found, however. T should
have stated that I threw out pickets on every outlet from town
as soon as we entered it.

We set out for cap at 11 o'clock 1 the forenoon, reaching
it before davk, afler & hard ride. The man whom I suspected
ol being a new reeruit, but had not the evidence against, took
the oath of allegiance, when 1 discharged him.

The o'hers were sent up to Col. Moore, at Lebanon, on tle
19th of July.

Finding no organized {orce north of the Cumberland, [ took
the responsibility of crossing the river on two other oceasicns
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—scouting on the 19th and 20th as far as Albany, Clinton Co.
Kentueky, but without resalts, save impressing the scattered
rebels infecting that region with the idea that a strog reserve
was on the north side of the river at no considerable distance.
Lieut. Petrie and thirty men accompanied me. I was advised,
however, that it was unsafe to cross with less than sixty men.
On the 19th Cap®. M -Cariney comman lel a pavty of twenty-
five men on a rcon’, accompanied by Lieut. Newman, hoping
to 1ntercept rebel soldiers strazgling singly and in squads, who
Iiid been cut oft from Morgan's force while passing through
thoe state. e ve urael, afier tvo days absence, withoat find-
1z aay stragrlers.  Lieut. Brown was sent up with the pris-
one s, as [ did not feel safe in trusting Cross with an ordinary
guard. Lieut. Grillin remiadned in eamp.

On the 234 1 s'ar.ed with «ixty men, with Lieut. Griffin and
Lieut. Petrie, on an expediticn into Overton county, Tennes-
see, taking with me three competent guides, and crossing the
Camberland nine miles below Burksville.  We returned after
a1 absence of four days, having captured one captain and four
privates in Tenneszee, and two soldiers and three refugees
from the conseripion, after we resrossed the river.  The refa-
ge s were vouchad for aad wore nob detained,  The five pris-
oaers taken in Tennessee were paroled: the ecaptain—Quirks
of Morzan’s command —was wounded in the light at “iMarrow-
boae,” anla p ivate was siek. [ did not wish to be encumber-
ed with prisoners, as I anticipated trouble with a fore2 under
Col. Hughes, who was repovt> U to be in the vieinty, bat with
who o I did wot fall in.  The other two were sent up to Col.
Moore, at Lebainon, as also were two wiao surren:derel them-
selves to me in camp.  Three o he Tennessceans surrendered
themselves. subscribel the onty of allegiance, and were dis-
charzed. My operations requiced my littie commanid to spend
entire niguts in the saddie.

I am indel'ed to Capt. MeCartney and the lieutenants who
woere with me, for prompt and efficient assisiance in carrying
o it my instruetions.  Among them was an ovder, just before
e extion day, to proceed wih my command to Burksville, to
protect the citizens on that day from violenee threa'ened by
the rebels. That movement was made, but no disturbance
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took place. I cannot speak too highly of the promptness and
alacrity with which all the men performed the {atiguing duties
assigned to them, nor of their exceedingly orderly and soldier-
Iy conduct (“gentlemanly conduet,” the citizens denominated
it), for which, indeed, they received —and I am happy to note
the fact—the unbounded commendation of the citizens through
an extent of country fifty miles in diameter.

Under an order from Col. Moore, on the 8th of August, we
returned to the regiment, reaching 1t here on the 10th,—the
command numbering eighty-two men, some having joined the
regiment, and ten men who had been detailed to guard the
polls at Greensburg, Ky., not having returned with it.

Very Resp'y, your Ob't. Serv't,
A. A. Duxy,
Capt. Commanding Scouts.

To Col. Thomas J. Henderson, Commanding 112th Reg. Ills.

Vols. .




CHAPTER VII.
TIE FIGHT AT RICHIMOND —THE SCOTT RAID—AN EXCITING CHASE.

On Sunday, the 26th of July, five companies of the 112th I1-
linois, and details from other companies, making a total of one
hundred and eighty men of the regiment, in command of Capt.
G. W. Sroufe, and details from other regiments i the brigade,
all in command of Major Dow, with two hundred aud seventy
men  from the 10th and 14th  Kentucky reeiments, the
whole detachment under the command of Col. Saunders,
marched at night from Danville to Richmond—!hirty-five
miles —arriving there at 8 o'clock the next morning,  The de-
tachment went into camp and remaied there that day. The
rebels had driven Col. Gilbert out of London, and were ad-

qancing toward Richmond. A strong picket was thrown out
about two miles on the London road, aud after night brought
it the outskirts of town. The rebels surrounded the sup-
posed picket post in the night, expecting to capture the out-
post and surprise the foree in town, but when they sprung the
trap the game was not there.

At daylight the next morning (28th) the pickets were attack-
ed on all sides of the town, and it was not long until large hod-
ies of rebel cavalry were in position connnanding every road.
They opened upon the Union troops with artillery, and for an
hour and a half poured shells and solid shot into their ranks,
but, being scattered in small hodies, our forces suffered hut
little loss. In the meantime the rvebel lines were drawn closer
and closer, and soon our troops found themselves completely
surrounded by more than 1,500 of the enemy, under command
of Pegram and Scott. The air was filled with clouds of dust,
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and the men were covered with it so thickly that it was diffi-
cult to distinguish friend from foe. Capt. Sroufe was in a corn
field with part of his command, and seeing a squad of men on
the other side of the fence, two rods away, whoin he supposed
to be Unton soldiers, called out to them: “Here, boys, come
in here!™ and received in 1eply a volley from rebel carbines.
Lieut. Davenport, with his company (H), in changing posi-
tion, rode right up to the rebel lines, and seeing their mistake
wheeled and rode away, followed by a volley as soon as the ve-
bels discovered their ¢wn mistake —they at first supposing
them to belong to their own forces. 'There was but one way to
get out of there, and that was to mass the Union forces quick-
Iy at a point where the rebel line was weakest, and with a dash
and a yell cut their way through. Capt. Coleord, with lis
company (K), was the last to come in from his position and
join the columm forming for that purpose, and they were at
tirst mistaken for rebels and came near being fired into.

Capt. Lee, with his company (A), was at one tiine comple‘e-
ly swrrounded, and the rebels yelled with satisfaction as
they demanded his swrrender, but he cut his way out and
jomned the main columm. When all was ready, Col. Saunlers
gave the command to “charge!” and plunging spurs into their
horses sides, away they went, like a whirlwind, through the
rebel lines, shooting right and left and yelling at the top of
their voices. They were closely pursued by the reliels; Lut as
the latter were by this time nearly out of ammunition for their
s:arbines and could ouly use their revolvers, the Union forees
escaped with but Little loss, and made their way to Lexington,
where they were joined the next day by the 112 h Ilinols and
other Union troops. The whole loss of the detachment was
ten men killed, and about twenty-five wounded and captured.
A number who were cut off and supposed to have been cap-
tured succeeded 1n eluding the rebels, and rejoining their com-
mands,

The casualties of the 112th Illinois were as follows:

Co. C.—Allen Woods, severely wounded; Emanuel C. Bet-
chel, wounded and captured : John M. Henderson, foot broken
and severely injured by fall of horse, and captured ; and John
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I'. Barney, Wesley Crigler, Noah Hampton, George Kelton and
William I, Smith, captured.

Co. H.—Serg. John H. Matihews, captured.

Co. K.—James Ague, Joseph Clough, John M. Blade and
Delos Taylor, wounded; and Lewis H. Detterman, Qran In-
gram and Gunne Opplecust, captured,

Co. G.——Serg. Kt H. Mauck, Johu 8. Hite, Hiram W. Hub-
bard and William O. Shurtleff, captured.

The captared men were paroled on the ground; bat the pa-
roles were not recognized by the government, and the depart-
ment commander, by general ovder, directed all these men,
and otliers coming within the rule laid down, to report to their
respective commands for duty, and the 112th [lincis men at
once joined the regnnent.

The Co. G men were eaptured about two miles north of
Richmond. A company of the 16th Kentueky cavalry wasrear
guard, and running out of ammunition was unable to hold the
rebels in check. Lieut. Spaulding direcled Serg., Mauck and
three men to take down the fenee, so he could wove the com-
yany into position in a tield to check the rebel advance.

As they were removing the fence, the 1ehels made a chavee
and the company was swept down the voad, leaving the dis-
moanted men surrounded by the enemy.  They weve sent to the
rear without a guard, and being covered with dast fell in with
anothier advancing rebel force, without being recognized, and
jomed with them in making a charge upon our lines, Lop-
ing by that means to make their escape. They were recogniz-
el, owever, by Col, Scott and ovdered back.

Serg. Mauck again attempted to reach the front, but he was
again recognized by Scott, who dvew his revolver and threat-
cned to blow Mauck's head off if he did not go to the rear and
stay there. They were then dismonnted, and marched back
to town and paroled.

Aungust T. Smggs, of Co. H, was also cut off and snrrounded
by vebels, wio commanded him to snrrender, but e ran into
a corn field and concealed himself and made his escape.

While at Danville the Ist and 2nd last Tennessee regiments
of mounted mfantry were added to thebricade; and the 112th
exchauged its old Harper's Ferry mnskers for new Fufield 1i-
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fles. The rifles arrived in the night of July 26th, and orders
were given to draw and issue them instanter, and be ready to
move, with five days rations at a moments notice.

The men turned out of their tents ; the new arms and accou-
trements were distributed, the old packed in boxes ready for
shipment, rations prepared and everything got in readiness
for an immediate movement ; but the day passed and no or-
der to march was given, Information was wanted as to the
movements of the rebels, and finally it came. At 4 o’clock
Tuesday atternoon (the 28th), the command was given to move
at once: and leaving one hundred men in camp in command
of Capt. J. C. Dickerson (who was unable to ride on account
of an injury received in a tussle with a mule) the 112th Ilinois
with the hrigade, marched for Lexington, and arrived there
at 2 o'clock the following morming, and after resting two
hours, was ordered to saddle up and be ready to move in five
minutes, but did not start until in the afternoen. The detach-
ment from Richmond joined the regiment here: and imforma-
tion having been received that the rebels were at Winchester,
the 112th Nlinois, 10th and 14th Kentucky, 2nd Iiast Tennes-
see regiments, and a battalion of the 5ihh East Tennessee, (a
new organization half formed, made up of Union refugees from
Tennessce)—all mounted,—and the 2nd Ohio Dbattery, Col.
Saunders in command, at 8 o’clock, started after them, arriv-
ing at Winchester at 8 o’clock the same evening.

The Union advance guard here came upon the rebel rear
guard and captured eight or ten of them. At Winchester the
command left the turnpike, and struck into the hills, over
rough and stony roads, through ravines and across streams,
in the midst of a terrible thunder shower which continued un-
til daylight. The force of rebels under Scott had taken this
route, hoping to elude the Uniontroops and make their escape
from the State; but Col. Saunders, who commanded this de-
tachment of Union troops, was determined to punish Scott for
driving himn out of Richmond two days before.

The Union troops marched all nigcht and overtook the rebel
column at 8 o’clock the next morning, at a little place called
Vienna. The rebels attempted to make a.stand here, but, af-
ter a sharp skirmish, broke and retreated rapidly toward Ir-
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vine, on the Kentucky River, followed closely by the Union
forces.  Avrvived at Irvine at noon. Here the rebels again
formed a line and showed fight: but after a severe skirmish,
lasting about two hours, the battery was brought up and open-
ed on them, and at the same time the Union troops charged
upon their line, and they gave way and retreated towards Lan-
caster.

Up to this time the Union eolumn had made but one halt
xeeeding thirly minates since leaving Lexington, and that
was at Vienna while engaged 1 a skirmish. Frequent halts
of a few minutes each had been made, and during these the
men had fed their horses corn, which had been found in the
country, picked up the uneaten ears when the bugle sounded
the advance, and carrying them until another halt was made,
and then feeding again; and 1n that manner the horses had
faved very well for food. But both men and horses needed a
little rest, so the command halted at Irvine to take breath,
and feed the horses some hay which was found there.

When the colunn left the turnpike at Winchester and struck
the “knobs” the wagon traim, containing rations and feed for
the horses, was left in the rear, and the mennow had only two
crackers each (inany not any), and a very small piece of very
dirty, greasy meat. This was their first “square meal” since
leaving Lexington, and after eating that, the order was given
to mount and away again in pursuit of the Hiying rebels.

Again the column moved —marched the remainder of the
day and all might—the advance guard engaged in a continual
skirmish with the rebel rear guard—until daylight, when the
main rebel force was discovered a short distance ahead at “Big
Hill.” A temporary halt was made to close up the ranks and
get into line, and then the Union troops spurred their horses
into a run and rode straight forward toward the rebel live, yell-
myg hke demons, and firing guns and revolvers as they advane-
ed. The rebels fired one volley and then broke andvan.  From
this point the chase became exeiting. At a little town near
Lancaster they again attempted to check the Union advance,
but failed and scattered and ran like sheep, through fields, over
fences and across roads, on to Lancaster. Here, supposing

~

—
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the rebels would halt at Lancaster, Col. Henderson, with the
112th Tlinois, made a detour to the left for the purpose, if pos-
sible, of moving around the town and getting possession of the
road between them and Dick’s River, and cutiing off their re-
treat; but the movement was discovered, and the enemy re-
treated rapidly to the river, clogely pursued by the Unton
troops.

Thie enemy crossed the river and made a halt on the oppos-
ite side: and as the 112th, which was now i advance, was
crossing the river, the rebels opened fire with artiliery. Col.
Henderson deployed the regiment and advanced his lines rap-
idly to ascertain their position and strength: but the rebels
were not preparved to make a stand, and again hroke and con-
tinued their fight toward Stanford, with a loss of sixty of their
rear guard, who were captured, and the Union forces followed
in ot pursuit. It was reported that a Union force was at
Stanford prepared to intercept the rebels there, and it was
hoped their whole force on this road would be captured.

But the ouly Union force at Stanford was a train of twenty-
six wagons, loaded with provisions and forage for the com-
mand chasing Scott, guarded by the 82nd Kentucky regiment ;
and upon the first approach of the enemy the 32nd Kentueky
ingloriously fled and abandoned the train to the rebels. The
flying rebels halted and fed themselves and horses out of the
Union supplies, burned the remainder, with the wagons, cap-
tured the mules, and continued their retreat towards Somer-
set.

The Union forces hurried forward to Stanford, and arrived
there in time to give the retreating rebels a parting shot, but
too late to save the train. It was now 5 o'clock Friday even-
ing. The main force of rebels was only two miles in advance,
but the Union force was ordered to halt. Some corn was
found in the country for the horses, but the men had nothing
to eat except what they could purchase in town,—Dbarely en-
ough to keep soul and body together.

Since the command left Lexington the men had had no sleep
whatever, except what they had slept on horse-back. From
5 o’clock Thursday evening to noon Friday the command had
marched seventy miles, had captured many prisoners and kept
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the enemy on the run.  The road was strewn with abandoned
arms and ammunition, saddles, bridles, clothing and burning
Wagons.

At S o'clock Friday evening (July 31st) the order was given
to advauce, and the command again started in pursuit of the
rebels. Marched sixteen miles to Waynesburg, and there halt-
ed two honrs, to sleep. and then marvehed again towards Som-
crscet. Overtook the rebel rear guard at Somerset and pursued
them to the Camberland River, at Smith's Ferry, near Waits-
boro, and engaged i a severe skivmish and artillery firing, but
the main body of the rebel force succeeded in erossing the viv-
er.  The Union troops captured a considerable number of pris-
oners and a large quantity of property. It was now Saturday
cevening, and the command was relieved from further pursuit
by Woltord's brigade of fresh troops, and moved back a few
miles and bivonacked for the night, hungry and weary,  Sup-
plies baving been forwarded to Stanford, the command march-
ed early the next morning (Sunday,) and arrived at Stanford
at 3 o'clock, where rations were drawn—and eaten with a rel-
1sh.

The next day (Monday, Aug. 3d,) the command rveturned to
caamp at Danville,—having mavched {wo hundred and sixty
miles—captured five hundred prisoners, among them Col. Ash-
by-—and scattered hundreds in the woods, who were after-
vards captured —and several pieces of artillery, and recover-
ed a lavee herd of horses, about five hundred mules and nearly
as many cattle, which had been plundered from the citizens ;
and the Union troops had taught Scott and Ius raiders a les-
son which they remembered during the remainder of the war.

All the horses of the Union troops were jaded and worn out,
and some were completely ruined in this race, and soon after
returning to Danville requisitions were made for other horses
to supply their places.  When the regiment moved back from
the river, Col. Henderson's horse was so lame and foundered. it
could havdly waik., Serg. Doyle, of Co. B, offered the colonel
his hovse, which was accepted, and he took charge of the col-
oncel's liorze.  IIe was nearly a week in getting the horse to
camp. Many other horses were in equally bad condition, and
SOILC eVell Wolse.
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On the return from the Cumberland, dozens of Union sol-
diers’ hats were picked up on the road, which hadbeen lost on
the night march from Stanford—fallen off while the men were
sound asleep, and not missed until they awoke and found themn-
selves bareheaded.

On the 8th of August the 112th Illinois with the other troops
at Danville, marched to Stanford. Here the brigade was re-
organized to consist of the 112th Ilinois, the 1st Kast Tennes-
see, and the 45th Ohio, (mounted infantry) and the 8th Michi-
gan Cavalry and 1st Indiana Battery. Gen. Julins White
commanded the brigade and Gen. Carter the division.

Ever since the affair at Monticello, early in May, Capt.
Biggs, of Co. C, had virtually surrendered the command of the
company to Lieut. J. B. Mitchell; and the captain resigned
his commission on the 9th of August, and retired from the ser-
vice. Lieut. Mitchell was promoted to Captain. Second Lieu-
tenant A. P. Petrie to First Lieutenant, and First Sergeant
Homer Sherbondy to Second Lieutenant. Their commissions
were not received, however, until the 17th of October follow-
ing.

Gen. Burnside arrived at Stanford with the 9th Army Corps,
on the 17th of August, and at once commenced active prepar-
ations for the permanent occupation of Iast Tennessee,



CHAPTER VIIL

OVER THE MOUNTAINS—THE MARCH TO BAST
TENNESSEL—-RECEPTION AND UNION
MEETING AT ATHENS,

Tennessec was the last state to “secede” from the Union.
It was not until the 8th day of Junc, 1861—nearly two months
after the first mad assault of armed rebels upon the flag of
their country —that the secessionists of the State, aided by the
emissaries of the rebel government, succeeded in passing an
ordinance of secession and uniting the State with the so-called
Confederacy. Secession in Tennessee, as in most other South-
ern States, was not the act of the people, nor the consequence
of any disaffection of the people to the Union, nor of any just
complaint against the National Government; but it was the
result of a foul conspiracy, entered into by prominent South-
ern politicians at Washington, who, while holding high official
positions under the government, which they had solemnly
sworn to serve and maintain, were secretly engaged in hateh-
g treason against the government and plotting its destrue-
tion. If this be not treason—if Jeff Davis and his fellow-con-
spirators be not traitors, then was Benediet Arnold a patriot,
and John Wilkes Booth a martyr to the cause of liberty.

But, althougli Tennessee had formally withdrawn from the
Union and joined the Southern Confederacy, the brave, hardy,
loval mountaineers of East Tennessee refused to transfer their
allegiance from the Government of their Fathe:s to the slave-
holders’ oligarchy of the South.

No langnage can describe the sufferings of those people in
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consequence of their loyalty to the Union. They were de-
nounced as traitors, robbed of their property, driven from their
homes, hunted like wild beasts in the forests, confined in loath-
some dungeons, hanged like felons, and—a greater wrony
than all these—many of them were forced, at the point of the
bayonet, to enter the rebel army and fight for a cause they
hated, against the Union they loved. Many others Hed from
their homes, and, after many weary weeks hiding in the woods,
eseaped from their persecutors, and, nearly starved, half nak-
ed, crossed the moantains and enlisted in the Union army.
Several regiments in Kentucky were composed alinost entirely
of “Union refugees” from ltast Tennessee.  One prominent
Union lady, of good family, herself conductel men enough over
the mountaing, guiding them by day and concealing them at
night, to make two full Union regiments.  Hundreds of these
refugees had not heard from wife or family for more than a
vear. Oeccasionally a letter could be sent home, by some Lold
adventurer who was returning. who rode into the neighbor-
hood in the night-time and slipped the letter under the door
of the house, where 1t conld be found in the mornig: and the
good wife would know that a friend from the Union army had
brought it, but she would have no means of knowing who. It
might be a near neighbor, but she knew better than to make
inquiries. The fact that she had received a letter was careful-
Iy concenled. [t was almost dangerous for a Union family to
breathe in that country, and the slichtest sign of mtelligence
from the absent husband, son or brother might b2 attended
with serious consequences. 1t was very seldom indeed that
any communication could be sent north to their friends in the
Union army; and the Tennesscans 1 Gen. Buarnside's army
were impatient for the command to move, for the oceupation
of last Tennessee by the Union forces meant to them a visit
home.

On the 17th of August the army moved from Stanford to
Crab Orchard, where final preparations for the mareh over
the mountains were to he made.

In the evening of the 18th the 112th Hlinois Band serenaded
Gen. Burnside : and Col. Henderson and several other office v
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of the 112th called on him at his headquarters, and spent a
short time very agreeably.

Gen. White detailed the following officers of the 112th as
members of his staff, and they served in the positions here
named, under different brigade commanders, during the entire
East Tennessee campaign, until the regiment was dismounted
at Knoxville, in February, 1864 :

Capt. James McCartney, Acting Assistant Adjutant Gener-
al. Lieut. Thomas I". Davenport, Acting Assistant Commis-
sary of Subsistence.  Lieut. George W. Lawrence, Acting As-
sistant Topographical Engineer.

On Friday, the 21st day of August—on the same day Gen.
Rosecrans, i commmand of the Army of the Cumberland, com-
menced shelling Bragg's rebel army out of Chattanooga—Gen.
Burnside marched from Crab Orchard with the Army of the
Ohio, the 9th and 23d corps, for ast Tennessee.

Before leaving Crab Orchard, Gen. White was transferred
to the command of the 4th Division of the 23d Corps, and Col.

2. KL Byrd, of the 1st East Tennessed regiment was placed in
command of the 1st Brigade, of which the 112th was part.

With a wagon train nine miles in length, and one thousand
pack mules; with artillery, ambulances, and all the necessary
equipage of an army, the march across the mountains was
successfully accomphshed, and about the first of September
Gen. Burnside established his headquarters at Inoxville.
The infantry entered Tennessee by way of Cumberland Gayp,
and proceeded to Knoxville. The division of mounted troops
of which the 112th Illinois was part, marched by way of Wil-
Liamsburg, Jellico Mountain, Big Creek Gap, Montgomery and
Wartburg, to Kingston, on the Tennessee River, where it ar-
rived on the first day of September: and the next day Col.
Byrd’s brigade. including the 112th Illinois, proceeded to Post
Oak Springs, seven miles west of Kingston.

Sergeant Lmcius C. Niles, of Co. A, was drowned in the Km-
ery River, near Kingston, on the 31st of August. His body
was recovercd, and enclosed at night in a box and buried by
moonlight.

At Jofield's cross roads, ten miles north of Williamsburg,
Co. B, of the 112th, in command of Capt. Dickerson, was ox-
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dered to halt and wait for the division supply train to pass,
and then to follow the train as rear guard. The company re-
mained there three days, in a country abounding with pigs,
fowls, fruibt and vegetables (anl apple branly), anl thei pio-
ceeded with the train, arriving at the camp of subsistence at
Emery’s Iron Works, eight miles north of Kingston, on the
4th of September, where the train was unloaded and the com-
pany relieved, and the next day guarded another train to
Kingston, and then proceeded to Post Oak Springs and rejoin-
ed the regiment. On the 3d of September the 45th Chio was
detached from the brigade, by Special Order No. 59, Head-
quarters 23d Army Corps, and temporarily assigned to the £ h
Division, then at Loudon, in command of Gen. Whi e.

The rebels had retreated from Kingston upon the approach
of the “Union troops, after shight skirmishing, and retired
across the Tenunessee, They erossed the rviver by ferry, and
in their hwry twenty men were drowned. They then sunk
the boat to preveat its falling into the hanls of the Union
forces. Capt. Wright, ‘with his company (I7), was divected to
proceed to the river and raise the boat, which he did; and at
the same time recovered several dead bodies of the drowned
rebel soldiers whieh rose to the surface with the boat, and
which were decently buried.

Lieut. John L. Dow, of Co. A, of the 112th Illinois, was ap-
pointed Provost Marshal of Kingston, and with an efficient
guard at his command, managed the affairs of the town—eivil
and military—in a manner creditable to himself aund to the
satisfaction of his superior officers. He made himse'f im-
mensely popular with the ladies by a liberal distribution of
the eontents of a large dry-goods store belonging to thie rebel
merchant Yost, who had abandoned his store and gone south
with the vebel army.

Capt. Duun, with Co. D, in command of Lieut. Griftin, and
Co. G, in command of Lieut. Milehrigs, proceelel on a scout
from Post Oak Springs down the Tennessee, and brought into
camp forty sacks of Hour and a considerable number of pris-
oners. A detachment of eavalry from Rosecrans” army arriv-
ed in camp during the night of September 6th with dispateh-
es. This was the first communication with the Army of the
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Cumberland, and the boys turned ouat and weleomed them
with cries of “Bully for Rosy!”

The brigade broke camp and marchel at 7 o’closk in the
morning of the Tth, erossed the Tennessee River by ferry boat
at Kingston, and proceeded about three miles southwest to
Prigmore’s Mills, arriving there on the evening of the 8th. i
the midst of a cold disagrecable rain storm. The mills were
sat In operation and were soon grinding food for the Union
troops. Prigmore was an old vebel, and the produets. of his
large farm were freely appropriated to supply men and horses
with food. Among other supplies captured in this neighbor-
hood were thirty head of fat heef cattle, of “rebel proclivities,”
which were slaughtered and the meat distributed to the Union
soldiers. Notwithstanding the fact that Prigmore was a se-
cessionist and a rebel, Col. Byrd issued an order that no rails
o1 his farm should be burned.  No sooner hal the troops dis-
mounted, however, than the 112th Illinois had a dozen or two
bright fires burning, male exclusively of “top rails.” Col.
Byrd rode down the line in a fury, and meeting Lieut. Col.
Bond, inquired in language more forcible than polite, if the
112th Illinois proposed to disobey his orders. Col. Bond re-
plied in equally foreible lanzaage, “If every rail on this
old rebel’s farm was the cross on which our Saviour was cruci-

fied, my wmen should burn every —— one of them.” Col.
Byrd wheeled his hors2 and rode away, too greatly amazed to
reply.

Col. Byrd had considerable trouble at Prigmore’s, and tied
up some of the men by the thumbs for foraging. He threaten-
ed to tie up some of the 112:h Ilinois, but was informed by
Col. Henderson that he would attend to the discipline of his
own regiment, and that no 112th man should be humiliated
by such punishiment. Col. Byrd's intentions were good; but
th> men misunderstood him. He endeavored to save the corn
and forage on Prigmore’s farm for future use-to prevent it
fiom being wasted —but failed to make his motives understood,
hence the trouble.  He was accused of personal friendship and
sympathy for Prigmore, but that was doubtless untiue.

On the 9th of September a detachment consisting of Co. C,
in command of Capt. Mitchell, Co. H, in command of Lieut.
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Jesse Newman, and Co. I, in command of Capt. Wilkins, all
in command of Capt. Sroufe, of the 112th Illinois, was ordered
out on a scout, and proceeded as far as Athens on the railroad,
without finding any armed rebels. Athens 1s a beautiful town
on the Virginia, East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad, sixty
miles south of Knoxville, and its citizens were generally in-
tensely loyal ond patriotic. They welcomed the advent of the
Union army with joy, and tendered the detachment under
Capt. Sroufe a dinner in token of their friendship for the old
Union. It is hardly necessary to add that their protfered hos-
pitality was not declined. A Union lady informed Capt.
Sroufe that the rebels had seized a National Flag belonging to
the Union people there, and that it was in the custody of a
certain rebel family in town. At her request the captain vis-
ited the house indicated, and politely but firmly demanded
the flag. 1t was surrendered to him and restored’to its right-
ful owner. The detachment returned to camp late the same
night with glowing accounts of their reception at Athens.

On the 10th the whole brigade moved to Athens, arriving
there in the afternoon, and went into camp on Forest Hill,
about one mile from town, and in honor of the colonel of the
112th Illinois the eamp was named “Camp Tom Henderson.”

Upon the entry of the Union army into East Tennessee, in
force, the rebel troops.had retired, without making serious re-
sistance to our advance, and joined Bragg's army at Chicka-
mauga. This was the first appearance of the Union troops in
that part of the country, and the people along the line of
march, Union and rebel, turned out en masse—the Union peo-
ple to welcome the boys in blue, and the rebel population to
gratify their euriosity. The latter were evidently disappoint-
ed. They had pictured the “Yanks,” in their minds, as horri-
ble looking creatures, blood-thirsty savages; but, as one of
them expressed it, “You 'uns look jest like other men.” A
camp visitor on Sunday said to one of Uncle Sam's soldiers,
“You 'uns don't war them good close every day do you?” An-
other, a woman, with the ever present snuff-dip in her mouth,
the tobacco juice running out of both corners, down over her
chin, indignantly inquired, “What for you 'uns come down
here critter back to fight we 'uns?” Not all the women were
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ignorant, however, neither did all of them dip snuff. There
were few able bodied men in the country—they were in the ar-
my, Union or rebel.  All the people, and especially the women ,
were radical in their political views—were intensely Union or
intensely rebel—there was no middle ground upon which they
could stand, nor any conservative prineiple upon which they
eould agree.

It muy have been that the author looked with partial eyos
upon the nion women, or that he was prejudiced against the
“she rebels,” but cerbain 1t 1s that ha then believeld the former
were far superior in appearance, in intelligence and in hehav-
101 to their sisters of rebel proclivities,  Oua the mareh over the
mountains—ihrough Southern Kentueky and East Teunessee
—hundreds of Union women who had heard of the “Old Flag,”

“but had never seen one, gathered on the road sides, as the
troops were passing, and bezzod the eolor bearers to show
them the stars and stripes.  Serg. Johm L. Jennings, the reg-
miental color bearer, many times unfuried the eolors of the
112:h to gratify these loyal women, and patiently explained to
them the significance of the stars and stripes.

The author mat one Union lady—cultnred and beautiful —
the wife of a prominent Union offizer, wio had travelle 1 over
the mountains five times—a distanee of over two thousand
miles——had forded dangerous rivers, traversed dismal forests,
climbe U steep mountain ranges, by day and night, in storm
and sunshine, attended only by a trusty negro woman, to cax-
ry information to the Union army in Kentucky.

At Athens the Union soldiers were greeted with a warm wel-
come by the eitizens. A large company of heautiful young la-
dies, all dressed in white, hearing two elegant National Ilags,
marched ont to meet the Union troops, and with bewitching
siniles, amid waving handkerchiefs, greeted them with three
hearty cheers for the good old Union and the bonnie boys in
blue.  The ladies carried beautiful bouquets of Howers, arvtist-
leally tied with red, white and blue ribbons, which they be-
stowed upon the boys with many wishes for the success of the
Union cause. The boys responded with becoming spirit. Such
a reception gladdened their hearts, gave them new courage and
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energy, and, intensified their determination to free East Ten-
nessee, and the whole South, from rebel dominion.

A large meeting of the citizens was addressed by Col. Byrd,
Col. Henderson and others, who made ringing Union speeches,
which were enthusiastically cheered by the people. A seces-
sion newspaper office, which had been hurriedly abandoned by
the proprietor, was taken possessionof by the Union army, and
Lieut. Boynton, of the 8th Michigan, brigade quartermaster,
was placed in charge of the editorial department. Compositors
were detatled from the regiments, and two numbers of the pa-
per 1issued while the troops occupied Athens. The paper had
been called the “Athens Post,” but Lieut. Boynton inserted
the word “Union,” makiug it the “Athens Union Post,”
and adopted as a mobto, “THE UNION MUST AND SHALL BE PRE-
SERVED,” 3

The following is the report of the Union meeting, as publish-
ed in the Post: '

“PATRIOTIC GATHERING.

“Last Thursday, after our army came into this place, the
citizens requested Col. Byrd to address them at some appoint-
ed time, 1 order that the public might better understand the
poliey of the administration. Our enemies had entirely mis-
represented our intentions. Col. Byrd appointed the next day
(Friday), at ten o'clock. In the meantime the citizens pro-
cured the Methodist chureh, and sent out word as much as
their limited time would allow, for the people to gather in and
hear what was to be said.

At the appointed time Col. Byrd, of the 1st Regiment Kast
Tennessee Volunteer Infantry, now acting Brigadier General
of this brigade, Col. Henderson of the 112th Regiment Hlinois
Volunteer Infantry, and Lieut. Col. Wormer of the 8th Regi-
ment Michigan Cavalry, made their appearance. The band
belonging to the 112th Illinois enlivened the occasion by spir-
ited tunes of a patriotic and sentimental character. The house
was crowded to its utmost, and everyone seemed anxious to
learn the “Lincoln policy.” It was also undoubtedly quite a
curiosity to see and hear those dreaded “Yankees."

Not knowing that we would be able to publish this little
sheet when the meeting took place, we did not take a report of
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the speeclies made, and have to depend altogether upon our
memory, which is somewhat limited. We would have heen
pleased to have published a complete report.

A. Blizzard, Esq., opened the meeting by a few appropriate
remarks. He very feelingly alluded to the persecution he had
submitted to for the last two years. He stated that it was the
first time in that period that he had been permitted to address
his friends at a public gathering. The liberty of speech which
our government had, up to the breaking out of this war, given
to thie people had been taken from him; le was obliged to go
about with sealed lips. It gave lnm great pleasure to be once
more under the protection of the old government he had al-
ways loved so well, and to be allowed to speak his sentiments
publicly and without molestation. He wanted the people to
Lear for themselves whether the enemies of our country had
stated truly and fairly the policy which the Union administia-
tion had adopted in conducting the war, m order to bring
about an honorable and lasting peace.  He spoke of the ban-
ishment of Col. Byrd from lhis home and fireside, because he
loved the Union that our forefathers had established and ce-
mented with their Dlocd.  He was happy to meet him again
on his own soil, and to have the honor of introducing him to
the citizens of Athens on this occasion.

At the close of his remarks he introduced Col. Byrd to the
audience, who stepped forward and said :

FFrrrow Crrizexs.— 1 wish to say a few words to you in re-
gard to the course omr government has adopted, and to dis-
abuse the public mind of the false statements made by publie
speakers and the disloyal press of the South.

It has been said by them that when we came among yon we
would destroy your property, desolate your fields, steal your
niggers, and commit all kinds of depredations. That the
“Yankees” were a cruel, barbarous race, and that they would
insult your wives, mothers and daughters, that they would im-
prison those who had in the least assisted in this rebellion.
It is dfficult to state what they have not said about the inten-
tions of our army, and what we would do when we came
among vou.  We believe our actions and conduct will prove
that, although we arve soldiers and “Yaukees,” as they are
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pleased to ecall us, yet we are nevertheless men and human
beings.  We do not come here to oppress you, to apply the
toreh to your dwellings and otherwise destroy your, property.
But we come to establish law and order to put down a false
and perntcious government which the rebels have sought {o
force upon you.

Our commanding generals—Gen. Burnside, Gen. Hartsuff
and others—have issued stringent orders against allowing the
soldiers to trespass upon or molest the property of citizens,
whether they are loyal or disloyal. The severest punishment
will be given to those who disobey.

In regard to stealing negroes—a crime which the Union ar-
my has been accused of tiime and again—I would say that we
did not come here for any such purpose. Not a citizen along
the route has been robbed of his negroes, nor do we propose
that they shall be.

Gen. Jackson, that good old patriot, had he been a prophet,
could not have prophesied more truly, when he said, at the
time South Carolina attempted to secede from the Union, that
the next pretext for secession would be the slavery question.

I can remember when we, of the South, looked upon slavery
as an evil, and talked and discussed the matter as such among
ourselves, regretting that it existed. But scheming politicians
saw that the institution might be used for political purposes.
The agitation of it brought about a sectional feeling, and from
that we of the South were soon led to believe that the institu-
tion was right—that it was of Divine origin and should be per-
petuated.  Thus we were taught to believe in the divinity of
an institution we in former times looked upon as pernicious.

I want my friends to understand that I am for the Union,
nigeer or no nigger. We will have our government first, and
examine the negro question afterward. If we can save it with
the nigger, I am willing, If we must lose the nigeer to pre-
serve the Union, I will not object. The Union is paramount
to all other questions.

We do not propose to take anything from the people, unless
we give them value received.  If the country people have any
produce, grain or hay, to sell, we will take it and pay them
fair prices. 'The soldiers and the stock have got to live, and
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we must get our subsistence hereamong you. We do not pro-
pose to take it from those who cannot spare it.  We will leave
them enough to live upomn.

The Colonel concluded, after a few happy remarks, which
were frequently applauded by the audience.

Lieut. Col. Wormer was then introduced. He said he was a
Michigan man, from the extreme North—was not in the habit
of public speaking, and could not say what he wanted to say
in short order. He was surprised at the Union demonstra-
tions he had seen since he came into Kast Tennessee. He was
proud of the Fast Tennesseans, and the Michigan hoys were
ready to assist them in driving from the country their enemies.
He said his boys had a dose to give those who would not lay
down their arms. It was called the Spencer Pills ; seven were
taken (if necessary) for a dose.  They were easy to take, but
fearful effects followed suddenly afterwards. He hoped the
war would soon close, and if possible without any further
bloodshed.

ITe was glad to see that the people had got over their fright
—that they had found the “Yankees” without horns. The peo-
ple here had been led to believe that we were monsters, with
horns, and that we were coming to destroy them all.  He be-
lieved it wonld be but a short time before the war would cease,
and we would once more join hands, North and South. Law
and order would prevail, and we northern men could return
home, conscious that the old govermment was reestablished,
and peace and harmony existed, North and South, East and
West.

Col. Henderson was then called upon, and atter being intro-
duced to the audience as an Illinoisan, said:

He was happy to be permitted to address the people of his
native State on this oceasion. He was born in Tennessee but
was a citizen of Illinois by adoption. He had always taken a
great interest in his native state, and had been pained to see
what ruin and anarchy prevailed in Ténnessee, and regretted
the course she hadtaken.

He said Illinois had sent one hundred and thirty odd thous-
and men into the field to restore the Union, and if it was nee-
essary she could send as many more. The North was united
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and determined. He spoke of the Kmancipation Proelama-
tion. It was a necessary measure to weaken our enemies—
that the slaves were used against us, in the fortitications as
well as in the fields. Had the South remained with us it
would have had greatev protection thrown around the institu-
tion of slavery, under the present administration, than it ever
had before. In fact there was greater danger of the North he-
coming all pro-slavery than all abolitionists.  People all over
the country had, through politieal influences, worked themn-
selves into the belief that it was a good institution, and the
North must not interfere with it, but the war, that the political
demagogues of the South had inaugurated, had entirely chang-
ed the whole order of things.

He spoke of the humane policy of President Lincoln, that he
did not want to oppress the people of the South or deprive
them of life, liberty or their property, if they would only re-
turn to their allegiance to the government. But this Union
must be restored, and this government maintained, cost what
1t may.

Itisimpossible to give a correct report of the Colonel’s speech
from memory. It was an able speech, and was received with
bursts of applause. We would have been glad to have printed
it entire if a correct report could have been obtained. We be-
lieve it would have done much toward enlightening the public
mind in regard to the policy of our government,

The meeting dispersed while the band played, everyone ap-
pearing well pleased with what they had heard.”



CHAPTER IX.

ARMY CORRESPONDENCE.
CLIPPINGS FROM THE “ATHENS UNION POST .

The author also eclips the following articles from the first
number of the Athens Union Post (the only one he can obtain)
believing they eannot fail to be of interest to every 112th Illi-
nois man, and as illustrating some peculiar phases of army
life. The first article, “Army Correspondence,” was originally
written by Lieut. Boynton for a Michigan newspaper, but hav-
Ing no opportunity to send it, he published it in the Post:

“ARMY CORRESPONDENCE.

Heap-Quarters 1st Bric. Cav. Div. 28p Aray Corrs,
Kingston, East Tennessee, Sept. 2nd, 1863.
Aug. 17th.  After having everything m readiness to march,
we started at 6:30 a. . on the road to Crab Orchard. The
advance of the brigade ayrived at 1:30. The commanding of-
ficers found after marching that distance, that they had not
entirely restored order out of the chaos, and had not therefore
completed their preparations for so great an undertaking.
Here Gen. White, commanding this brigade, was ordered to
take command of the 4th Division, and Col. Byrd of the 1st
Tenn., Mounted Infantry, was ordered to take command of
this brigade. A sufficient nuwinber of horses had not been
drawn, and many of the men were compelled to go on foot to
Crab Or-hard. It was a sultry, hot day, and scores of them
gave out, and lay along the side of the road under the shade
trees.
—6
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We remained at Crab Orvchard three days, during which
time preparations were completed for the expedition.  While
we were in camp ab Crab Orcehard, the 2nd Division (infantry,)
in which was the 23d and 25th Michigan regiments, passed on
the road leading to Somerset.  All the roads leading over the
mountains, inthis direction, were completely tilled with troops.
Trains of wagons loaded with forage and supplies followed the
different brigades and divisions, covering over mile after mile
of road ; and it seemed that the rear would never pass. It is
impossible for one not connected with the army to take into
contemplation the vesources of our government,

Aug. 20th. At 2 o’clock we were again under motion, fol-
lowed Dby a train of wagons belonging to the brigade.  Gen.
Burnside, staff and body guard soon after took up their line
of march, followed by his train of sixty wagons, in which was
the baggage and camyp equipage of himself and staft. We
moved slowly on over a rough, rocky road to Mt. Vernon—the
advance of the brigade arriving at 5 o’clock, but the train hav-
ing been too heavily loaded for the roads, some of it did not
reach there till the following morning. Iere we halted one
day to rearrange the loads, asthey were altogether too heavy
to cross the mountains.  Before reaching Mt. Vernon we had
made up our minds—as the town had been named after the
bivthplace of the fathier of our country-—to find quite a nice,
romantic place; but in this we were greatly disappointed.

On the road we found that romance had nothing to do with
driving mules before army wagons. over rocky hills- in other
words over nature’s rough paved pathways.

It was indeed musical-—so much so that I forgot to pay as
much attention as I intended to, to the romantic part—*to hear
the shouts of the mule drivers, the hraying of the mules, the
curses and blows bestowed so lavishly on the poor unfortunate
brutes. It was particularly interesting on the part of the
Michigan boys who knew little about mules, rocks or hills.
Had the mules been fortunate enough, when they were usher-
ed into this state of existence, to possess souls, not one of
them would have passed on to that better land if the Michi-
gan boys had anything to say about it.  Tf they were sent to
perdition once on the route, they were times innunerable. It
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was night when I arrived in town.  Morning dawned upon Mt.
Vernon. I arose from my rocky bed, with a rock for a pillow,
expecting to gaze upon some beautiful village surrounded by
Iuxuriant verdure, shade trees, with little cottages here and
there, rich gardens with abundance of vegetables good to the
taste.  But alas, a squalid, dirty, uninviting village, so called,
met my anxious looks. I dreamed of better things but T was
led to believe, as the Paddy says: “Drames go by contrairies.”
The inhabitants partook of the same characteristics as the vil-
lage, dull, sleepy, inanimate, dirty and lazy. [ could not
blame them much, for the surrounding country was enough to
give even a Michigan man the “don’t care if school keeps or
not” spirit.  But little vegetation met the eye.  Here and there
a scrabbed oak tree was visible, while old moss-covered rocks
protruded their ugly looking heads through the thin layer of
poor soil. It was an uninviting place for a soldier with an
empty stomach.

At this place, dealers in liquors weve prohibited from selling
their stock to soldiers, but one impudent individual who had
a very good article overstepped the order; Capt. Wells, of the
Sth Mich. Cavalry, who was aecting on Col. Byrd's staft as
Provost Maishal, getting wind of his maneuvers, took posses-
ston of his institution and confiscated the liquor. He brought
it to Col. Byrd, who, after mature deliberalion, concluded to
retain it at head-quarters, for purely medical purposes—thought
it would De necessary to cure rattlesnake Dites, as the moun-
tains over which we were to pass abounded with the reptiles.
But fortune favored the brave, and no one was bitten by
snakes.  The medicine disappeared in a remarkably mysterious
manner. It probably might have been taken in anticipation
of what might occur, and the staff undoubtedly thought 1t best
to use it as a preventive, believing in the doctrine that an
“ounce o oreventive is worth a pound of cure.”

At 6 ¢'ciock, the next morning, Aug. 22d, the bugle sonnded
“hoots anl saddles,” and we were soon on the road again tow-
ards Wikt Cat Mountains. We were indeed glad enough to
leave so dismal a looking town, but could we have looked for-
ward over the roads we subsequently traveled we would have
been perfeetly contented to remain 1n Mount Vernon, though
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so lifeless and dead. Away we went, np hill, the wagons
bounding over rocks in the road, and it seemed at times that
the wheels would crush, as they jumped from one rock to an-
other. But it appeared that Uncle Sam had, for once, dealt
with an honest contractor who got up good, substantial, wag-
ons. Slowly, but surely, the long eared animals tugged away
(some of them not larger than rats) at their loads. The col-
umn would occasionally halt, in order that the teams might
close up. A little after 12 o’clock, noon, we were ascending
the Wild Cat Mountains. How the name originated I could
not learn, but it is not mappropriate, for a wilder, more deso-
late looking place could not well be imagined. It was a fit
abode for wild cats, provided they depended for subsistence on
snakes and bats.

Reaching the top of the mountain, we found where Buell
and Bragg had a set to, when Bragg was retreating from Ken-
tucky. Iarth works were thrown up on the top of the moun-
tain to the left, where Brage had planted his batteries to re-
tard the movements of Buell. Trees had been felied, in order
to get better range, and the narrow road leading down the
mountain had been obstructed by fallentimber. The obstrue-
tions had long been cleared out, but there lay the evidences of
the conflict.

After passing down on the opposite side of the mountain,
we found for a few miles very good roads.  Towards sundown
we reached Rock Castle River.  On the opposite side another

arge hill made its appearance, up which we had to elimb with
our loaded teams. The column moved on without much ditti-
culty, but when the nearly worn out mules came along with
their heavy loads, it did look decidedly discouraging, The
poor brutes must have certainly realized it.

It was 10 o’clock the following morning before the whole
train reached the top of the hill.  We would have made much
better progress were it not that both horses and mules had
been kept for over ten days on half rations, and only hay at
that. Tlis was a necessary measure. (Grain was very scarce,
and all that could be obtained was retained in the wagons, to
be fed when we got on the mountains, where it was impossible
to get forage. This eventually proved to be a wise measure.
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The colnmn moved on, the same night, six miles beyond
London, but the wagons did not all get np till about 8 o’clock
in the morning of the next day.  Some of the mules gave en-
tirely out, and the teamsters were obliged to feed them on green
corn stalks before they had strength enough to go further.

At London, the 8th Mich. Cavalry was detached from the
brigade, and was ordered to take the left hand road and join
the brigade again at Williamsburg, but as they had got in the
rear of the division train, Gen. Carter ordered them to act as
rear guard, and assist the wagons in going over the Cumber-
land Mountains : consequently they did not join the command
until three days after, at a place called Chitwood, after we
had erossed the line into Bast Tennessee.

The Dbrigade left its camping ground this side of London
about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and marched nearly all night
over a very rough road and wild country. About midnight
we encamped within six miles of Williamsburg., Farly the
next morning we took up our line of march to Williamsburg,
arriving there between 8 and 9 o'clock.  There we found the
Srd Brigade, which went by another voute. Gen. Burnside
and Gen. Carter were alsothere. Tt was at that place we cross-
ed the Cumberland River.  Had we been traveling for pleas-
ure, with all the comforts of life along with us, we might have
noted it down as a romantic and picturesque place. But emp-
ty stomachs, tived and worn out bodies and sleepy noddles
could not appreciate the beauties of nature. Our longing eyes
and gnawing stomachs were contemplating the condition of a
corn field not far distant from camp, and some tall tracks
were made to procure roasting ears for the inner man, and the
stocks for our hungry horses and mules. Bat a short time
elapsed Dbefore nothing but the stumps were visible on the
field. Al along the route fields of corn disappeared like vap-
or before the morning sun. But our kind and benclicent
Father Abraham, who is conducting Uncle Sam’s business ar-
rangements, would not allow the loyal people to suffer by los-
ing what little provender the poor soil of this country gave
them ; therefore, he, with unusual liberality, sent his agents,
laden with the ever welcome “green-backs,” to pay them well
for what the boys and stock consumed. In many instances
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they were doubly paid for what the army had taken. Many a
man woke up in the morning, and looked out upon his small
field of corn, and a stack or two of hay, or grain, and at nigh t
sat down and counted his “green-backs.” Iis fields weie wel)
harvested, as a general thing. A great amount of forage was
consumed on this expedition.  Large droves of cattle were fol-
lowing the army, to provide the men with meat ; and hundre I3
of pack mules were led along, laden with commissary stores,
All theze had to be fed, and it was impossible to transport for-
age sufticient to feed themr; consequently it was necessary to
take what forage we could find along the route. But the own-
crs, on proving their loyalty, were amply paid.

After feeding our traveling stock, and partially filling our
bread baskets with a few roasting ears, we received orders to
march at 1 o’clock in the afternoon, in the advance of the whole
force.  We marched some six miles, to a place called Jones,
where we encamped for the night, intending, the next morning
to go through into Tennessee by the way of Big Creek Gap.
But that night we learned that the rebs had Dblockaded the
road, and the next morning we had to change our course. The
First Tenn. regiment was here detached to take another route
across the mountains to Jacksboro, Tenn.

This movement was made in order to attract the attention
of the enemy from our real object, as a very small foree could
hold us in check a long time.  This proved to be a wise move-
ment, and we passed over the mountains unmolested.,

The next morning we took another route over the mountains,
which from the appearance of things, had seen but little trav-
el.  Tor three or four miles we did not {ind very bad roads;
they were rough but not hilly.  Being unacquainted with the
country, I had consoled my mind with the idea that we had
passed over at least as bad roads as we would find.  But poor,
frail, human nature, how often art thou deceived! Coming
out of the woods into an open space, I discovered alieal of me
a long range of mountains. I turned around and accosted a
Tennessean in this wise: “I'riend, what mountains are those
ahead ?” “The Jellico Mountains, sir,” he replied. “Doces
the road run over the mountains, or is there a gap through
which we pass?”  “The road runs directly over the top of yon-
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der mountain, ™ and his finger pointed towards the highest
mountan in the range.  “Arve the roads very had 27 I inquired.
“Bad” he exclaimed, "Geod God, that's no name for it. 1 tell
vou, friend, if we succeed i getting over that mountain before
dark to-night, L shall think we have done exceedingly well.”

There was the mountain ahead of us, and here stood tlie
battery and train behind us.  What was to be doe ?  No sien
of human Labitation or civilization greeted our anxicus looks.
The tall trees waved defiantly at us, and the gray rocks, that
peered their uely looking heads from out the side of the nmoun-
tains, scemed to say, “"Now, boys, we've got vou in a tight
place.” But the trees, rocks, nor the lonely wilderness could
intimidate us.  Over the mountains we were bound to o, if
we had to carry the battery, wagons and loads by piece-meal.
The battery, (15th Ind.) was ahead of the train.  After a few
moments rest aud retlection, the word “Forward” was given,
and away they went up the mountain. They had not gone
more than fifty rods before we saw that it was impossible for
the horses alone to draw the battery up. Col. Byrd dismount-
ed a part of the 45th Ohio, and the 112th Dlinois, to assist,
and with their aid we got along remarkably well.  The top of
the mountain was reached, wheels were locked, and we imme-
diately commenced the descent. This was indeed much ecasler
to accomplish ; although it was necessary to have ropes at-
tached to the wagons to keep them from going down too fast,
as well as to prevent them from turning over.

Between three and four o’clock, in the afternoon, we had
succeeded m getting the train all over the ever to be remem-
bered Jellico Mountains. 1t was a great relief.  Officers and
men had worked hard to accomplish it in as expeditious ¢
manner as possible.  The Third Brigade, which had passed
over a better road, here got in our advance. We went some
cight miles further that night, and encamped at a place called
“The Well,” so called from the fact that there is a well at this
place some four hundred and fifty feet deep. The water isnot-
ed for its medical qualities.

Here the cornfields had to suffer again, as the division sup-
ply train had not reached us, and man and beast must have
something to subsist on. At six o’clock the next morning we
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were again on the move, in advance of the 38rd Brigade.
About 10 o’clock we passed through Camp Chitwood, where
Gen. Haskell's division was encamped.  We halted six miles
beyond and went into camp.  Here we remained until 3 o’clock
in tlie afternoon of the next day. The 8th Michigan and 1st
Jast Tennessee joined us at this place.

By this time short rations and corn stalks began to tell heav-
ily on our horses and mules.  Occasionally a horse would drep
down in the road, and a mule give out and have to be aband-
oned, but we had passed over the worst part of the road and
felt more encouraged.

The supply train had overtaken us, but vet there was but
little forage to feed so much stock. It was soon gone and we
had to depend solely on the cornficlds gn the route, and what
little hay we could find. We moved on as fast as our weak,
half-starved lorses and mules could carry us, in order the
sooner to get beyond the Cumberland Mountains into the val-
leys where forage was more abundant.

We were now in Scott county, Tenn. It was a very inhos-
pitable looking region of country, and it required all the moral
fortitude imaginable to keep up good spirits.  We would trav-
el for hours without coming in sight of a human habitation,
and then it would be some little hut, scarcely fit for human
beings to live in, and secluded among tall trees and rocks.
Occasionally small patches of corn and a hill or two of pota-
toes were discovered near these dismal huts. These would
disappear like magic. Horses were constantly dropping down
in the road, mules were constantly exhausted, neither whips
nor spurs would pluek up their courage, and before we passed
the boundary line of Scott and Morgan counties we had lost a
large number of dhorses, and the train became scattered for
miles, but we pushed on. It would not do to stop the column
in a destitute country for a few horses and a few wagons. A
few miles further, we found more forage. 'This was fed to the
stock economically, yet it seemed to revive them up in a great
degree.

The people in this part of the country were truly loyal.
They have suffered from the effects of this war beyond all cal-
culation, and they have borne up under all the persecutions



OUT OF THE MOUNTAINS, 89

the rebels have heaped upon them, manfully and patriotically,
without a murmur; the majority of the East Tennessee moun-
taineers are truly loyal.

We passed on, after being in Scott county three days and
nights, to Montgomery, the county seat of Morgan county.
Here we found the rebels had left the town the day before, and
there was a likelihood that we might have a little opportunity
to skirmish before we reached this place. We moved cau-
tiously along the road. About dusk a bushwhacker shot the
horse from under one of the pioneers, who was in the advance
clearing the road of obstructions. As we expected they would
try to obstruct the road and retard our movements, Col. Byrd
sent forward the Ist Tennessee as an advance guard, and in-
structed Major Ellis, who was in command, to throw out pick-
ets and feel his way cautiously.  They had not moved far be-
fore they came upon some trees which the rebs had felled
across the road.  They were soon removed and we moved slow-
ly on.  We had not proceeded far before we heard the sharp
firing of the pickets ahead, and knew that there was some fun
going on.  The pickets ascertained that they had obstructed
the road and that they had thrown up breastworks of stone
and timber on the left of the road, on the hill, behinl whieh
they had stationed a force to contest our advance. It was
now between ten and eleven o'clock, the moon shone dimly,
and as it was a place so situated that a few men could cut a
whole regiment to pieces, Col. Byrd concluded it not advisable
to advance further, and went into camp until morning ; throw-
ing out strong picket guards on all the roads. Morning came,
but not a rebel was to be founl. They had taken leg bail to
this place, Kingston, and from here to Loudon. We were not
molested in any way. We came on here and, took peaceable
possession of the place. , Col. Byrd now occupies the same
building for headquarters that Gen. Forrest, the noted rebel,
did, the day before our arrival.

The people all along the route, and more partienlarly at this
place, greeted us with shouts of applause, while they waved
the dear old flag—the stars and the stripes—to the breeze,
which they had been compelled under rebel rule to hide so long.
It was indeed a day of rejoicing for the loyal citizens of East
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Tennessee.  For, simultaneously with the movements of this
brigade, other troops moved over the various roads leading to
the railroad, thus delivering the noble patriots of this country
from the tyranny of King Davis.”

“ s
A STAMPEDL.

“On the news of our oceupying this portion of the State, a
stampede which must have been ludicions, occurred among
the Confederate soldiers and citizens. For some days they
had been expecting a call, but were not certain that we would
favor them. Although they apparently had everything in
readiness, and the officers of the Confederate army who were
fortunate enough to have sweethearts had bade them farewell,
yet there was a hurrying to and fro; the cry was “They come,
they come.” Much surprise is manifested that the Confeder-
ates did not show ficht. Our boys expected to have a little
set to, but were disappointed.

“It is surprising to us that these men who have always tra-
duced the character of the Union army, called them ruthless
invaders, plunderers, robbers, etc., went off, making good their
escape, but leaving their wives and daughters to the mercy of
these “terrible Yankees.” The very fact of their leaving them
here alone is sufticient evidence that they did not believe what
they said in regard to the savage nature of our boys.

“We believe their families are well satisfied with the treat-
ment they receive from the Federal army, and do not find
them such brutes as they had been represented. There arve
very strong symptoms of tender regard springing up between
the southern ladies and the Federal boys, and if the Confeder-
ates do not drive our army away from here, the ladies will all
return to the Union—mnot only a Union of States, but a union
of hearts and a union of hands. .How pleasant will be the
restoration of such a Union.”

“WHO STEALS THE NEGROES 27

“The Union army has been accused of being negro stealers.
But we wonld ask our friends who believe the statement-—who
it was that ran the negroes, belonging both to Union men and
to_Confederates, into Georgia? Was it the “Yankees?” Is
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not that property safer under Union. than under rebel vule?
Then who are your friends —those you have upheld and sup-
ported, or those you have learned to call your enemies ?

“Let it be distinetly understood hereafter that the North
does not want your slaves. They would gladly give you a
quitelaim deed-—if they could do so—of all their right and tit-
le. and send all there is north of the Ohio River back soutl.
You have only eat your own throats in attempting to dissolve
this Union, thinking that you would have better protection
thrown around that kind of property.”

“THE RECEPTION AT ATHENS.

“Last Thursday morning this brigade, the first, broke camp
at Prigmore’s farm and started for this place. The Sth Mich,
Cavalry took the advance.  About three o’clock in the after-
noon they entered this patriotic town amid the waving of
tags, the shouts of the people and a shower of honquets.

“Union flags, that these long suifering people had secreted
in their houses, were Hlung to the breeze, and there was a gen-
cral time of rejoicing.  The ladies, God bless them, greeted us
with smiles as well as sweet Howers, Tt was indeed an inter-
esting oceasion, and one that the soldiers, as well as the citi-
zens, will Jong remember.,  We little dreamed when we were
traversing those lonely Cumberland Mountains, weary and
ofttimes without food, that we should be so amply repaid for
the hardships we endured. It reminded us of home, and the
enthusiasm whicli prevailed there when regiment after regi-
ment left for the seat of war to battle for the restoration of our
nolble government.  In fact we have not witnessed such en-
thusiasm, and such demonstrations sinee we crossed the Ohio
River.

“It is cheerimg to our noble soldiers to know that the people
here are grateful for their deliverance from the despotic yoke
of Jetf Davis’ bogus Confederacy. Tt isadmitted even by those
who have heen the warm supporters and admirers of the would
be Cenfederate Government, that their rights as citizens, and
their property are better protected now than under the rule of
the rebels. . i

“Patriots of Kast Tennessee, you have our warmest sympa-
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thy, and our highest admiration for your true and lasting de-
votion to your country. Future history will recount your suf-
ferings and praise your patriotism. We thank you for your
kind reception, and believe us when we say that we will fight
to protect you and your homes with renewed vigor. Your no-
ble conduct has increased our determination to keep the proud
stars and stripes waving over your homes.”

“P0 THE FARMERS."
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The farmers living in this vieinity who have forage or pro-
visions to sell, and who like “greenbacks” better than Confed-
erate serip, can readily dispose of everything in that line to
the army for a good price.

“Lieut. Humphrey, brigade quarter-master, attends to the
buying of and receipting for all forage, and Lieut. Davenport,
brigade commissary, will purchase all articles in the provision
line and receipt for the same.

“The disbursing officer will pay all receipts given by the
above officers, on presentation at Knoxville. Bring in your
potatoes, tlour, meal, bacon, beef-cattle, ete., and get your
money.”

“our TYPOS.”

“We are under great obligations to Serg. Edwin Butler, of
the 112th Regiment Illinois Infantry, and Serg. F. H. Morse,
Serg. Charles A. Wing and Oscar F. Morse, of the 8th Mich.
Cavalry, for their valuable assistance in issuing this paper.”

“Capt. McCartney, of the 112th Regiment Illinois Mounted
Infantry, and now A. A. A. G. on Col. Byrd’sstaff, will accept
our thanks for news items furnished us for publication. Fur-
ther favors will be acceptable.”



CHAPTER X

OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN IN EAST TENNESSEE.
ADVANCE AND RETREAT.

Upon the arrival of the brigade at Athens, Capt. J. 1. Wil-
kins, of the I12th, was appointed Provost Marshal, and his
company(l) was detailed as Provost Guard; and during the
campaign in East Tennessee the company was on duty at
headquarters whenever there was any service required of it
there ; at other times in line with the regiment. Its service
consisted principally i performing gnard duty at headquar-
ters; gathering up property—horses, mules, cattle and other
army supplies; guarding forage trains, carrying dispatches,
and performing such other duties as the brigade commander
required.

On the 11th of September, companies A and IF, in command
of Capt. Lee and Capt. Wright, respectively, went on a scout
south, crossed the Hiawassee River, and proceeded as far as
Benton, or “Ducktown,” where they remained two orthree
days, without seeing any indications of an enemy.

On the 12th, Capt. Dunn, with his company (D), went down
to the Iron Works and brought i some civilian prisoners,
whom Col. Byrd placed under bonds.

Citizens from the surrounding country came to Athens by
hundreds, and also many deserters from Bragg's and Buckner’s
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arnmies, and voluntarily subscribed to the oath of allegiance-
anxious to resume fealty to the National Government.

Bragg’s rebel army was at Chickamauga, confronted and
legsely watched by Gen. Roseerans.  Bragg hadrecently been
reinforced by Gen. Jos. K. Johmston with thirty-thousand men,
and it was suspected that other reinforcements were on the way
from Virginia. Whether Bragg intended to attack and crush
Roseerans, with his whole army, and then pay his respects to
Burnside, or whether he would first attempt to recover East
Tennessee—the granary of the South—with a portion of his
army, holding Rosecrans at bay with the remainder, and then
fall upon the latter, were speculative questions, which were fre-
quently discussed around our camp-fires; but not until some
time after was the riddle solved.

On the 15th of September a detachment, consisting of Co. B
of the 112th Illinois,—Capt. J. C. Dickerson,—Co. K of the
Ist Tast Tennessee, and Co. I of the 8th Michigan Cavalry—a
total of one huudred and thirty men,—under command of
Major Edgerly of the 8th Michigan, was ordered to Cleveland,
the county seat of Bradley county, thirty miles below Athens,
near the Georgia line, and at the junction of the Dalton and
Chattanooga branches of the railroad. Cleveland was the gate-
way between Georgia and Ilast Tennessee, through which the
Confederate army must pass to reach Burnside’s army, and
this detachment was sent down there to wateh the movements
of the enemy. '

The detachment arrived at Cleveland at midnight. The
people were wrapped in slummber ; no enemy had disputed its
entrance into the town; and after sending out pickets, the
men quietly unsaddled their horses and bivouacked in the
court house square.

A company of rebel cavalry had been there the day before,
and the citizens charged them with committing many depre-
dations, of which they bitterly complained.

Small parties of rebel cavalry were seen on the hills near
town, on the 16th, but were driven away. They reappeared
on the 17th, and a large force was reported to be approaching
on the Dalton road. Part of another company of the Sth
Michigan joined the detachment in the evening, Increasing its
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numbers to one hundred and fifty-two men; and that night
the men slept on their arms in anticipation of an attack.

At day-break on the morning of the 18th, Capt. J. C. Dick-
erson and twenty-five men of Co. B, of the 112th, accompani-
ed by a eitizen guide, moved out on the Dalton road on a re-
connoissance. Lieut. John Gudgel and twenty men of the
same company took the Chattanooga road. The two teams
that accompanied the detachment were harnessed and hitched
to the army wagons, and every man had his horse saddled
ready for an emergency. Licut. B. I'. Thompson, of the same
company—acting as adjutant, quartermaster and commissary
of the detachment—with half a dozen men and one team, start-
ed for a cornfield near town, to gather corn for the horses of
the detachment.

Lieut. Gudgel had hardly passed the pickets when he was
furiously assailed by a superior force of rebel cavalry, which
was advancing rapidly with the evident intention of surprising
the little force i town, and Lieut. Gudgel and his men were
compelled to fall back in hot haste, but not without giving the
rebels some fatal shots. Capt. Dickerson, hearing the firing,
at once started across the fields to Lieut. Gudgel's assistance.
He had proceeded but a short distance when he hedrd picket
firing on the road he had just left, and he immediately retrac-
ed his steps and rveturned to the Dalton road. In the mean-
time a rebel cavalry regiment had driven 1in the pickets, and
its advance was 1n town before Capt. Dickerson reached the
road. He captured their ambulance (an old Adams Express
wagon) and surgeon and rear guard of fifteen men, and then
moved down to the forks of the roads. Here lie halted and
sent three men down the Dalton road, who returned in a few
minutes and reported the near approacu of another rebel force
of about four hundred men. Capt. Dickerson exelaimed,
“We'll give them a fight, anyhow. Forward!” And they
rushed upoun the rebels at full gallop.  The enemy quickly dis-
mounted and took position in the edge of some small timber,
leaving Capt. Dickerson no alternative but to take position in
an open lield, where he formed his men i skirmish line about
thirty feet apart —his prisoners and guard in rear-—and imme-
diately opened fire upon them.  Capt. Dickerson rode forwanrd
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and, sitting on his horse, emptied two revolvers into the rebel
ranks. He then attempted to dismount, and while doing so,
while [his left foot was yet in the stirrup, he was struck by a
musket ball in the left side of the abdomen. At the same
time his horse jumped quickly to one side, and he was thrown
to the ground. He attempted to arise, and one of his men,
not;knowing he was wounded, offered him his horse. Capt.
Dickerson replied: “I am shot, boys, give them h-—Il,” and
gasped in death. His men, left without a leader, retreated,
and started down the lane toward town. They were closely
followed by the rebels, and were soon headed off by another
foree coming out of town to ascertain the cause of the firing 1n
their rear. The boys finding themselves surrounded, abandon-
ed their horses and took refuge in a deep ditch beside the road,
where they kept up a rapid fire in front and rear, until they
were compelled to swrrender. One man, Clark M. Sturtevant,
escaped. His horsewas killed; he concealed himself, and af-
ter the rebels passed, took to the hills, and after a few days
tramp came into the Union lines at Athens. All the others
were taken into Cleveland and thence marched to Dalton—
prisoners of war.

In less than ten minutes after the first shot was fired, the
rebel cavalry were swarming into town on every road except
that leading to Charleston toward Athens. For a few minutes
all was confusion, but the men quickly rallied, and their well-
directed shots checked the rebel advance. The books and pa-
pers of the several companies were thrown into a wagon, and
the team started up the road on a run; but it was afterwards
captured by the enemy. The other wagon and team weie
saved.

Lieut. Gudgel attempted to form his men in line at the ont-
skirts of the town, but the enemy was in too great force, and
his men had hardly halted before the rebels were far in his
rear on other streets, and he was compelled to fall back rapid-
ly to escape being captured.

F. Louis Heinke (“Siegel™ was the only man with Lieut.
Gudgel who was wounded. He was in the act of fiving his gun
when a rebel bullet passed between his elbow and side, mak-
ing two wounds in its course, but neither very serious.
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The detachment fell back, fighting all the way, to Callioun,
on the north bank of the Hiawassee River—eleven miles from
Cleveland.

As the command was retreating up the road, closely pursu-
ed Dy the enemy, a window in the second story of a large farm
house, not far from Cleveland, situated a little distance from
the road, and nearly opposite the detachment, was opened, and
sonie one, probably a ecitizen, opened fire from the window up-
on the Union force. The men had no time to attend to his
case then, but they vowed thatif they ever returned there, one
rebel mansion would be reduced to ashes-—a threat which, the
author has beeninformed, was afterwards executed by some of
the Union Tennesseans.

The following are the names of the 112th men, all of Co. B,
who were captured: Corporals Abram Deyo. Edward 1. Riley,
Hiram P. Mallory and Orlin Bevier; George A. Brown,
Charles N. Crook, Isaac N. Dalrymple (wounded), John P.
Freeman, William D. Freeman, Washington Garside, Newton
J. Green, Edwin Holmes (severely wounded), William H. John-
son, Francis J. Liggett, Charles Leighton, George Ludlum, Hor-
ace Morrison, Orman M. Miller, Lewis Osborn, Samuel Red-
ding, Dennis Spellman, Henry Stacy, Cyrus Sturm and John
Wallace.

Morrison was not with Capt. Dickerson, but was captured
on the retreat towards Calhoun.

Of the above number Abram Deyoand Orlin Bevier suceum-
ed to the horrors of Andersonville and died in prison in the
summer of 1864. George Ludlum died on his way home, after
having been exchanged. W. D. Freeman, F. J. Liggett and
Henry Stacy escaped from Andersonville in May, 1864. Sta-
ey was recaptured, but Freeman and Liggett, after suffering
untold hunger and fatigue, and many hair-breadth escapes
from recapture, made their way into the lines of Sherman’s
army in Georgie, in June, 1864, most miserable, forlorn look-
ing obj» +'s—nearly naked and starved.

The rebel loss at Cleveland was thirty killed and wounded.
Their force numbered one thousand cavalry and two pieces of
artillery.

—T
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Capt. Dickerson was the first officer of the 112th killed. He
met his death just a year to a day, and at the same hour of
the day, from the time he left Bradford with his company for
the rendezvous in Peoria. He was deservedly popular among
the officers and men of the regiment, and from Col. Hender-
son down was sincerely mourned by all.

He was a brave, daring leader, an honorable and conscien-
tious officer, and a generous, noble-hearted man. In a con-
versation with the author upon the chances of war, but a short
time before his death, he declared he would never surrender
to a rebel; that he would fight to the death rather than be
;aptured ; and in this, as in all things else, he kept his word.
By order of Gen. Burnside a fort in Knoxville was named “1fort
Dickerson,” in honor of his brave death. He was buried in
the cemetery at Cleveland, and after the war a fitting monu-
ment was erected to his memory by his widow.

Lieut. Gudgel was promoted to Captain of Co. B, and Sec-
ond Lieut. B. F. Thompson to FFirst Lieutenant : butthe com-
pany having been reduced below the minimum number requir-
ed by law, no second leutenant was appointed.

Brage was reinforced in the night of Sept. 18th, by Gen.
Longstreet, with part of the Arnuy of Virginia, and he deter-
mined to attack and annihilate Rosecrans before Burnside
could arrive within supporting distance ; and the object of the
rebel cavalry force was probably to develop Burnside's posi-
tion, and protect the tlank of Bragg's army.

(Col. Henderson, with the 112th Ihnois and a section of ar-
tillery, was sent from Athens to reinforce the detachment un-
der Major Edgerly on the Hiawassee, and arrived at the river
about noon on the 18th. At 8 o’clock in the evening the com-
mand fell back seven miles, to Riceville, to prevent being
flanked, and remained there until the evening of the 19th.

On the morning of Sept. 19th Bragg attacked the Union ar-
my at Chickamauga with terrible force. All day longthe bat-
tle raged with dreadful fury, until night put a stop to the
struggle. and the soldiers of both armies rested upon their
arms. From our position at Riceville, we could distinetly
hear the roar of the artillery, and we knew the giants were en-
gaged in a death strnggle.  The next morning the battle was
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renewed, Rosecrans was defeated and his army driven into
Chattanooga, with a loss of seventeen thousand men ; and had
it not been for the brave, heroic Thomas, the grand Army of
the Cumberland would, indeed, have been overwhelmed and
destroyed.

In the evening of the 19th Col. Henderson fell back, with
his command, to Athens. At 10 o’clock in the evening, on the
20th, the Union pickets were driven in on the road at Athens,
and the 112th, with two pieces of artillery, moved down to
town to repel an attack, and remained on guard until daylight.
Two companies were sent out on a reconnoissance, but return-
ed without finding the enemy. _

Horses were saddled early on the morning of the 21st, in an-
ticipation of an order to move ; but the command did not move
until 5 o’clock in the evening. =~ Co. A, of the 112th, in com-
mand of Capt. Lee, was assigned to duty in town, and the bri-
gade returned to Calhoun, arriving there late that night.

The rebel force, having evidently accomplished the object of
the reconnoissance, had fallen back.  On the 22nd, two com-
panies proceeded south nearly to Cleveland without finding
the enemy.

The command was ordered to saddle up at 4 o’clocls, on the
morning of the 23d, and be prepared _for an attack. Co. 19,
in command of Capt. Otman, was ordered to reconnoiter on
the Cleveland road, and Capt. Wright, with Co. I, on the Dal-
ton road.  Both met the enemy about five miles from the riv-
er, and fell back slowly, skirmishing all the way. They report-
ed that large bhodies of troops could be seen on the hills heyond
Cleveland. _

This, as we afterwards lemrmed, was the advance of Forrest
and Wheeler.

Capt. E. H. Coleord was directed to proceed with his conr-
pany (I) to Cottonwood Ford some miles down the yiver, to pre-
vent the rebels from throwing over detachments and gaining
possession of the road in rear of our position at Calhoun, and
he remained there until the evening of the 24th, when he was
relieved.

teveille at 3 o’clock on the morning of the 24th—played
three times by the 112th band,—onece by the full band, once
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as a martial band, and again on the bugle—to deceive the en-
emy as to the number of Union regiments.

At daylight, Companies A, F and D, (A having rejoined the
regiment), under the command of Major Dow, crossed the riv-
er again and succeeded in finding the enemy. They were
driven back rapidly by an overwhelming force. Col. Hender-
son moved the regiment down to the river bank to protect the
companies in crossing ; but the rebels withdrew when near the
river, and did not press the detachment.

Horses were saddled at 8:30 on the morning of the 25th.
At daylight, Companies C and K, of the 112th, in command of
Capt. J. B. Mitchell and Capt. Coleord, respectively, crossed
the river and proceeded south to the junction of the Dalton
and Cleveland roads. Here they met the enemy in foree, and
at once opened fire on them. Severe skirmishing ensued, and
the rebels attempted to flank the two ¢>mpanies and cut them
off, but without snceess. After holding theenemy as long as it
was deemed safe, the detachment retired—the rebels still
threatening their flanks—and recrossed the river.

In the afternoon Col. Henderson crossed the river with the
regiment, and reconnoitered toward Cleveland, but without
material results beyond slight skirmishing. The enemy evi-
dently was not yet prepared to press an advance, and the reg-
iment returned to the north side of the river. The next morn-
ing (26th) the horses of the brigade were saddled at 3:30 and
everything put in readiness to move at a moments notice. At
daylight a large reconnoitering party was sent over the river,
and it had not proceeded far before it met the enemy advanec-
ing in force. Severe skirmishing commenced at once, and the
detachment was driven back slowly to the main body.

Companies E and D, in command of Capt. Otman and Lieut.
Griffin, were ordered to guard the ford just above the towns,
and moved down to the river and went into position,—Co. D
occupying some old rifle pits.

The position was a bad one for defense, as on the north
side of the river was a wide stretch of bottom land, and on the
opposite side of the river was a range of hills or bluffs which
gave the enemy a commanding position. About noon the en-
emy appeared in sight, and under fire of the Union artillery,
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planted their batteries on the range of hills, but a few hundred
yards in front of Capt. Otman’s position, and at once opened
fire. Col. Henderson moved the regiment, dismounted, to the
support of Companies K and D, leaving the horses in a strip
of timber in the rear.

He was directed to hold the ford and prevent the enemy
ffrom crossing, and succeeded in doing so until about 2 o’clock,
when it was found that the enemy was erossing above and be-
low, to flank the command, and the brigade was ordered to
all back. Without waiting for the 112th to rejoin the eom-
mand, the rest of the brigade moved up the road toward Ath-
ens, leaving Col. Henderson and his regiment to fall back ov-
er the bottom land to the horses as best they could. As soon
as the retrograde movement commenced the rebels came swarm-
ing over the river, and their artillery opened a rapid fire upon
the retreating Union troops. It seems almost miraculous that
the 112th escaped without great loss, but only one man, Irvin
Oxberger of Co. B, was hit, and he was only slightly wounded
by a piece of shell. .

The command fell back rapidly through Riceville to Athens,
the 112th Illinois bringing up the rear and holding the enemy
in check. The rebel cavalry force was armed with short-range
carbines, and the 112th could reach them, with its long-range
Enfields, before they could get near enough to return the fire.
When near Athens the bricade was met by Col. Wolford with
his brigade, but even then therebel force greatly outnumbered
the Union troops, and as therc was danger of being cut off,
the retreat was continued. Just below Athens the rebel ad-
vance made a dash upon the 112th, still rear gaard, but they
met sueh a galling fire from the Enfields and Law’s Howitzer
Battery, that they were glad to place themselves out of range
as quickly as possible. Col. Henderson and his regiment were
highly complimented in general orders for their gallant con-
duct on this oceasion. Lieut. C. W. Brown with his company
(E), by direction of Col. Byrd, and without the knowledge of
Col. Henderson, made a detour on another road and arrived
at Athens late in the evening. It was thought the company
had been captured when it was reported that “E was missing,”
but Lieut. Brown brought it safely in. ‘
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The Union command marched all night, reached Sweetwa-
ter the next morning (27th) at 5 o’clock, and thence fell back
to Philadelphia, arriving there at noon, where a halt was call-
ed and preparations made for a fight., The 112th Illinois
formed in lie of battle at the front, and remained in position,
in readiness to repel an attack, all night,

The rebel advance attacked the Union pickets at noon, on
the 28th, but were repulsed ; and a detachment of cavalry and
Law's battery drove them back upon their main force. They
again advanced, and information having been received that
they were pressing forward on another road, towards Loudon,
on the Tennessee River, the Union command fell back to that
point, and the 112th again layin line of battle all night.  Here
reinforcements were met, including Gen. White's division of
fantry, aud the Union force was now strong enough to cope
with the rebel cavalry.  Ou the 29th the 112th obtained some
fresh lorses, to replace those worn out and broken down.
Companies A and F, of the 112th, scouted towards Philadel-
phia, but saw nothing of the enemy.

In the afternoon scouting parties reported the rebel forces
falling back. But in fact, as it was afterwards known, after
driving the Union advance back to Loudon, Forrest, with a
force of twelve thousand cavalry, crossed the Tennessee River
into the Sequatchie Valley, in rear of Rosecrans’ army, for
the purpose of destroying his line of communications.

At 7 o’clock on the morning of the 30th, Byrd’s brigade
marched from Loudon, the 112th, in command of Col. Hender-
son, in advance, left i front, followed by Wolford's brigade,
and moved on a double-quick to Philadelphia-—trotting their
horses the whole distance—and there formed in line of battle.
The roads were dry and very dusty, and the men were nearly
suffocated. The main force of rebels was on the road east
and nearly parallel with the railroad. Lieut. Col. Adams was
at Sweetwater, with the 1st Kentucky Cavalry, and was in
great danger of being cutoff and captured. Licut. Thompson,
of Co. B, 112th Illinois, was ordered to take twenty-five men,
with the best horses, and proceed as rapidly as possibie to
Sweetwater, twelve miles, with verbal orders from Col. Wol- -
ford to Lieut. Col. Adams. He was instructed not to spare
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horse-flesh, and if fired into by the rebels to pay no attention
to them, but keep going, and not halt, even if some of his men
were wounded or killed.  They made the trip successfully, —
receiving a few stray shots from a squad of rebels on their left,
in a corn-field, as they galloped down the road. —and returned
n the evening with Lieut. Col. Adams and his command.

Barly the next morning (Oct. 1st) the whole force moved
toward Athens—companies K, G and B, of the 112th Hlinois
rear gnard,—and marched m a pouring rain, to Mouse (reek,
four miles below Sweetwater, and bivouacked: and the next
day (Oct. 2ud) marched to Athens, —the 112th in advance -
arriving there at noon —where the regiment occupied its old
camping ground on Forest Hill.

Let us now go back to the Hiawassee River, on the 26th of
September.  When the 112th Illinois fell back from the river
to the timber where the horses were left, Capt. Otman and
George W, Nicholas, of Co. 1§, found that their horses, fright-
ened by the exploding shells, had broken away and were out of
sight.  While searching for them the regiment had mounted
and was moving up the valley, and the enemy coming up rap-
idly, there was no alternative for the two dismounted men but
to take a ridge of timber that ran parallel with the road tow-
ard Athens, and conceal themselves from the enemy as best
they could. In the hurry of mounting and getting out of the
timber —the enemy’s shells hastening their movements—neith-
er the men of Co. K, nor of the regiment, had been informed
of the predicament which Capt. Otman and Nicholas were in,
and when they were afterwards missed it was supposed they
had been eaptured —perhaps wounded or killed.

They followed up the ridge all that day, in sight of the rebel
force in the road, less than a mile from them. The two men
were determined, if possible, to make their way to Athens,
where they knew Col. Wolford lay with a brigade of cavalry,
and where they supposed a stand would be made by the Union
troops.

About 10 o’clock that night they saw a light on a cross road,
in the valley below them. After carefully reconnoitering, they
found it to be a cabin, with no occupants but a woman ; and be-
ing pressed with hunger (having had nothiug to eat since four
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o’clock that morning) they determined to enter and get some-
thing to eat. They went in and made their wants known,
when the woman stated that she was very sorry she had noth-
ing for them, as all she had in the house was some pumpking
she was stewing in a kettle, in a rude fire place, and a small
piece of bacon; that all the rest of her provisions had been
taken by a party of rebels early in the evening. Some of the
bacon was fried, and, with the stewed pumpkin, a Sﬂpp(}l was
made that was keenly 1eligshed.

While they were eating, a man, clothed in the gray rebel
uniform, opened the door without knocking, and entered the
cabin. Both sprang from the table, at the same time pulling
their revolvers, when the intruder threw up his hands, said he
was unarmed, and that was his home, and that he had decert-
ed from the Confederate army, and was then hiding from the
rebel forces. After supper he guided them in the direction of
Athens, and left them about 11 o’clock, when the moon was
up so they could see their way. They continued on their wav
until about two o’clock, when they came to a field in which
was a stack of sheaves of corn blades, in which they made a
bed and slept until the sun was high in the heavens the next
morning. 'lhey continued on towards Athens during the day,
avolding houses and roads, until near sunset, when they met
a negro woman on horseback whom the Captain halted and
inquired the direction and distance to Athens. The woman
threw up her hands and exclaimed, “Good Lord. massa, don't
¢ you know the country is full of rebels?” She informed them
that they were within two miles of Athens, and that Iorrest’s
cavalry were in camp right ahead of them, not mor> than half
a mile away. She pointed out the house of a Union family in
the distance and rode away, very much frightened for fear
some of Forrest’s men would see her talking with them.

They then left the road and crossed a small field, in the
center of which was a stack of straw, and entered a strip of
timber. In passing through the timber the rebzl camp.was
in sight, and the house in which Gen. Forrest made his head-
quarters was not more than a quarter of a mile away. They
then struck off to the left in the timber, and came upon about
twenty negroes, men, women and children, hiding from the re-
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bels, with several fine horses belonging to their master, who
lived at the house where Forrest was stopping. Capt. Otman
and Nicholas were very hungry, and prevailed on an old ne-
gro to get them something to eat. He returned about ten
o’clock that night with warm biscuit, fried ham and two quarts
of new milk, on which the hungry men feasted. With many
thanks, they bade “Unecle George” (the old negro) good night,
and started for the straw-stack in the little field, and, with the
aid of a pole, chimbed to the top and made a bed in which they
lay down, pulling a slight covering of straw over them.
In a few minutes after a reserve picket post of rebels was es-
tablished in the road a fewrods away, and some of the soldiers
came to the stack and got straw to lie on. In the morning
they could see the pickets and hear their conversation, and
they passed two days listening to them and watching their
movements. After dark one night, they left their hiding place,
went cautiously to the timber, followed the ridge, and went
to the house pointed out to them by the negro woman
as being occupied by a Union family; but failed to get in, or
arouse the family, all being dark and apparently deserted.
They returned, and on their way back found a persimmon tree
and got half a dozen ripe persimmons, which constituted their
only meal on that day, and crawlel carefully into the straw-
pile for another night.

During the next day the pickets were withdrawn, and they
knew the Confederate forces were moving, but in what direc-
tion it was impossible to tell.  After dark they left their place
of concealment and proceeded again to the house of the Union
family, where there was a bright light in the rooms. but the
windows being covered with enrtains they could see no one in-
side. They went to the front door and knocked, but could get
no answer. They then called several times, without any re-
ply. After persistently calling for some time, and informing
those inside who they were, and that they were nearly famish-
ed with hunger, a woman’s voice replied that they could not
deceive her, that they were Forrest’s men, and that some of
his men had already been there and robbed her of nearly every-
thing she had. She was finally persuaded to open the door,
and when she saw the blue uniform hesitated not to invite them
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in. She informed them that Forrest had moved south with
his main foree ; but that two hundred cavalry had passed on
that road, going out twelve miles to some iron works, and had
not yet vetrned. Her husband was a soldier in Col. Stoke's
regiment—3d Tennessee. After a conversation of an hour,
which seemed to the hungry men an age, a negro woman an-
nounced supper, and they sat down to a meal which seemed to
them the best they had ever eaten. After supper they return-
ed to the straw-stack, in which they passed the night. The
next morning it was raining, which continued all day, and they
moved their quarters to a barn on the place where Forrest had
made his headquarters, and again applied to “Uncle George”
for subsistence, which was willingly supplied. The next morn-
ing the sun came out clear and bright, and they made their
way through the timber in the direction of Athens.

Reaching a high point near and overlooking the town, where
they could see any movements made by troops, they halted to
take observations. About noon they saw a mounted force
emerge from a pine grove, on the opposite side of town, and
move toward the town, but the distance was too great to tell
whether they were Union or rebel troops. Presently they
heard familiar strains of music, which they at once recognized
as a favorite piece often played by the 112th band. They lis-
tened. That music was by the 112th band, swre, and that
mounted regiment in advance was the good old 112th. With
a bound and a cheer they ran down the hill, throwing their
hats in the air and shouting like two glad school-boys ; and
entering town met Col. Heuderson and other officers of the
regiment, who were as greatly surprised at meeting them as
they would have been had Forrest and his staft suddenly ap-
peared before them.  The 112th was just entering Athens on
the return from Loudon.

Co. I, in command of Capt. J. E. Wilkins, was station-
ed in rear of the Union line at Calhoun, on the 26th of Sep-
tember, acting as Provost Guarls. Early in the day Capt.
Wilkins was ordered to proceed with his company to Cotton-
wood, down the river, to wateh the movements of the enemy
in that direction, and report any attempt of the rebels to flanl
the Union force. He proceeded rapidly, but before he had reach-
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ed the ford the Union troops had fallen back from Charleston,
and he was directed to rejoin lis regiment, as soon as possi-
ble, at or near Athens. He at once turned back and proceed-
ed by a rough, unfrequented road toward Riceville.  In de-
scending a steep hill, Sergt. C. B. Hunt’s horse stumbled and
fell, and he was thrown to the ground with such force that his
left shoulder was dislocated and the elbow fractured. He was
picked up by George B. Ramseyv, Alanson D. Thomas and Jo-
seph Mitehell, and calling Sergt. Fones, who had had some
experience as a physician, they reduced the dislocation and
fracture as well as possible, hound up his wound. and started
to overtake the company. They had not proceeded far when
they found themselves completely surrounded by rebels, front,
rear and both Hlanks, and uncomfortably near to them; but
they were so thickly covered with dust as to conceal the color
of their uniforms, and managed to hide themselves in the thick
underbrush without it being discovered that they were Union
soldiers.  After the rebel troops had passed they procecded by
a circuitons route to Athens, where they arrived in advance of
the rebel force, and Serg. Hunt was taken to the hospital and
the others rejoined the regiment.

When the Union troops retired from Athens Dr. C. De Hav-
en Jones, First Assistant Surgeon of the 112th, remained
in charge of the hospital ; and on the morning of the 27th all
the sick were made prisoners of war, and rebel soldiers placed
on guard, and a Confederate surgeon superceded Dr. Jones.

Among the prisoners were the following members of the 112th
Ihnois: William Benson, Lewis Stagner and Henry J. Me-
Gath, of Co. A; Serg. Cephas B. Hunt, Henry M. Plullips
and Daniel R. Riggs, of Co. 1; Serg. Carey G. Colburn, Corp.
William W. McMillan* and Whitfield Fvans,* of Co. E; and
Peter J. Olson®, of Co. K; and John Shattuek, of Co. I, who
was with Capt. Wilkins and had been severely wounded and
taken to the hospital.

Serg. Edwin Butler, of Co. ¥, who had been detailed for du-
ty in the printing office, was also captured ; and Daniel Kane,
of Co. B, who had been reported “missing,” when the com-

*Died in rebel prison,
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mand fell back from Cathoun, it was afterward learned had
been captured.

The rebel surgeon examined Serg. Hunt's injuries, and
gravely informed him that the arm must be amputated in ox-
der to save his life. Hunt knew better, and protested against
the barbarous designs of the Confederate butcher ; but the lat-
ter protested that it was necessary, and commenced preparing
for the amputation. Hunt appealed to Dr. Jones, and thetwo
gurgeons were soon engaged in a lively quarrel ; but Jones tri-
umphed and the arm was saved,

The rebel surgeons were quick to amputate an arm or leg of
Union prisoners upon the slightest pretext; and many a poor
boy lost a limb for no earthlyreason but to kill or cripple him,
s0 he could perform no further service in the Union army. If
that failed they were sent to Andersonville to be starved to
death. Dr. Jones saved Hunt’s arm, and he also saved him
from a worse fate, as we shall presently see.

The sick men were kept there several days, with nothing to
eat except what the loyal, kind-hearted women of Athens
brought to them ; and then all who were able to move were or-
dered to prepare to start south. Stagner of A, and Riggs and
Phillips of 1, were excused ; but though IHunt was unfit to be
moved, the rebel surgeon was determined that he should go.
He was marched out with the others, but managed to get back
into the hospital unobserved, and concealed himself in a pile
of blankets. The taen moved off, many weeping like children,
and were sent south—many of them to die. One of them,
however, William Benson of Co. A, escaped and rejoined his
company at Athens on the 5th of October.

He attempted to escape at Dalton, but was unsuccessful.
But, about 3 o’clock the next morning after the train had left
Dalton, going south, he jumped from the cars, while the train
was moving, and although severely injured, erawled into the
brush and concealed himself. The train was stopped, but the
guards failed to find him. As they re‘urned to the train, he
heard them say they would put the dogs on his track in the
morning, e crawled into the mountains and then started
north. He met a man in the woods, hiding from the rebels,
who gave him some corn bread and directed him on his way.
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He finally reached the Hiawassee River, and weary, hungry
and feeble—suffering from his injuries—lay down under a tree
to die. Here he was found by a citizen, a Mr. Packer, and
carried to his house, and concealed in the atiic. A division of
Forrest’s cavalry camped around thesplace the next day, and
some of the officers made the house their headquarters, and
remained there four or five days. He could see them from his
hiding place, and hear their conversation, but was careful to
keep himself in the background. He was furnished with food
and taken care of, during this time, by Mrs. Packer, who
managed to go to the attic for that purpose, unobserved. Af-
ter the rebel cavalry moved away, and he had partially recov-
ered his strength, Benson started for Athens, and reached that
place just as the 112th was moving out to return to Loudon,
on the 5th of October. He never fully recovered from the in-
jury received when he jumped from the car, although he re-
mained with his company, most of the time, and performed
some duty, until in May, 1855, when he was discharged. IHe
now resides in Oregon, and still suffers from his injury; but
his jump probably saved him from a worse fate —slow starva-
tion in Andersonville,

A stormy scene ensued when Serg. Hunt was discovered ;
but he pretended to be very sick—said he had tried to go, but
failed-—and the rebel surgeon left, promising to send his pri-
vate ambulance for him in half an hour. With the assistance
of Dr. Jones and a Union citizen-—a very old man whom the
rebels did not trouble—who furnished him with some citi-
zen’s clothing, Hunt escaped from the hospital and went to
the house of a Union lady in town, where he was-concealed in
the attic. Dr. Jones sent Lewis Stagner up there, and the
two remained concealed, in the care of the Union people and
Dr. Jones, who visited them at night, until the regiment re-
turned to Athens.

The rebel guards searched diligently for them, and visited
the house where they were concealed, but failed to find them.
The lady of the house gravely informed them that she was not
in the business of concealing Yankee prisoners, which satisfied
them and they continued their search elsewhere.

Serg. Hunt was sent to Knoxville, and on the 9th of Novem-
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ber reported “for duty,” and served with his company until
the close of the war; which is satisfactory proof that there
was 10 necessity for amputating his arm, and that the object
of the rebel surgeon, as in thousands of other similar cases,
was to disable him for frther duty as a soldier.

Whitfield Evans, of Co. K, having been captured and pa-
roled, in Kentucky, the previous summer, and then returned
to duty, by order of the departinent commander, without hav-
ing been exchanged—the paroles not being recognized—was
fearful that he might be charged with breaking his parole, so
assumed the name of John Robinson, and was known by the
rebels by that name. He died in prison at Danville, Va., in
March, 1864, and was buried in grave number 646, by the name
of John Robinson.

When the rvebels retreated from Athens, all the sick then in
hospital, of their own as well as Union soldiers, were lett be-
hind, and the Union surgeons again took charge of the hospital.

Martin F. Knapper and Albert J. Remour, of Co. H, were
also captured near Athens, on the 27th, and were first taken to
Atlanta and thence to Richmond, then to Danville, and finally
to Andersonville. Knapper escaped from the hospital at the
latter place, but was run down by blood hounds, and recaptur-
ed and confined in the stocks for pumishment. He was parol-
ed near Vieksburg, about the 8th of April, 1865, and rejoined,
and was discharged with, his company, at Chicago, on the 6th
of July, 1865. Remour died at Andersonville in June, 1864.

Let us now go back to Capt. Wilkins and the men with him.
He proceeded as rapidly as possible toward Riceville, and on
reaching the main road near the town, struck a rebel ambulance
train witha light gnard. The Union troops had passed through

liceville toward Athens, but this the captain did not know;
80 he captured the train and guards—two or three times his own
number of men—and took them into Riceville. He soon learn-
ed that he was in rear of the main rebel column, and was
informed that he and his men were prisoners of war. He sur-
rendered his prize, and accepted the situation with as good
grace as possible. It was a sore disappointment, but he was
compelled to bear it. One of his men, John Shattuck, was
shot in the mouth, and left lying where he fell, supposed to
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be dead ; but he was afterwards sent to the hospital at Athens,
and recaptured by the Union troops. The following are the
names of the men who were captured with Capt. Wilkins:

Sergt. John Liken.*

Corporals—David Vader, Ge;)rge W. Hatton,* Cyrus B. Lord*
and Charles F. Barber.*

Judson M. Atwood, George Bunnell Peter Coyle,* Lewis R.
Colby,* Thomas H. Daring,* James W. Dowd,* John Doyle,”
Watson 1. Ford,* Charles T. Goss, Frank Gurstung,* James
Hart,* Edward D). Hunt,* Wesley Neiswender, John B. Peter-
son,* Robert 0. Serene,” August H. Schrader, Jetferson S.
suvder® and Llewellyn Worthly.

*Died in rebel prison.

Capt. Wilkins was sent to Libby prison at Richmond ; his
men to Andersonville—two-thirds of them never to return to
home and friends.

In reply to a request of the author for information concerning
his prison life. Capt. Wilkins writes as follows :

“QOur rations consisted of about six ounces of solid food
per day, that is, if bread made of unbolted corn meal, ground
cob and all, can be called ‘solid food’. As for meat we had
next to none ;: and you may well conclude we did not inerease in
welght while prisoners. Add to this the almost total lack
of proper clothing and blankets to protect us from the inclem-
ency of the winter weather, and it is no wonder that men
died ; it 1s surprising that any lived to tell the horrid tale
of thelr sufterings. On the night of Feb. 9th, 1864, one
hundred and ten prisoners, myself among the number, escap-
ed from Libby, through a tunnel excavated under a street. We
did not go out in a body, but by ones, twos, and threes. Af-
ter tramping around in the Chickahominy swamps six days
and nights, T was recaptured and taken back to Libby, and
placed in the dungeon. While confined in this dungeon, I
must confess I felt that T had been forsaken by friends, coun-
try and God. However, in six or eight weeks after, it pleasel
the old arch devil, Jeff Davis, to order our removal to Macon,
Georgia. This afforded another opportunity for escape; and
one dark night four of us cut a hole through the side of the

*Died in rebel prisons.
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car in which we were being transported southward, and just
as the train was moving out from a station, jumped from the
-ar, and again took French leave of the Southern Confedera-
cy. Lieut. Griffin, of Co. D, of the 112th Illinois, was in the
car, but too lame and weak to make the venture. As I took
his haud, and bade him*‘good-bye,” as I verily believed for the
last time, the tears filled my eves in spite of all T could do.
We made a leap in the dark as the train was moving out, and
fortunately struck the ground without injury. We marched
by night, and concealed ourselves in the brush by day—the
north star our only guide, and the poor oppressed negro our on-
ly friend and commissary. We avoided ecities, villages and
farm houses, waded bogs and swamps, swam rivers, and trav-
ersed hills and mountains, and finally, after many a weary
night’s march, entered the Union lines at Dalton, Georgia,
barely able to draw our weary bodies along, but happier than
we had been for many long months. I immediately went to the
telegraph oftice and sent the following message to a little

woman up in God’s country :

“Darrtox, Ga., JuNg, 5, 18064.

“To Mrs. CLarA WILKINS,

“(GENESEO, I1.L.
“Give me joy, I am a free man.  Will write you more fully.

J. B, WiLkins.”
“We went by rail to Knoxville, where I became so weak I
was taken to the hospital. There I found one of my own
men, Louis Deem, who informed me that our regiment was with
Sherman on the Atlanta campaign. The Post Surgeon di-
rected Louis to take me home to die ; but Louis did not inform
me of this until six monthslater. The only thing I knew
was, that the next dayI found Louis and myself on a train
bound for the North, and when we changed cars he carried
me from one to the other. I arrived at home at last, and
thanks to the care of that little woman, was able to rejoin the
112th, in front of Atlanta, on the 5th of August, 1864.”

~Charles T. Goss, of Co. I, who was captured with Capt.
Wilkins, made several unsuccessful attempts to escape, and
twice succeeded in getting away from his captors, but was re-
captured and taken back to prison. In the summer of 1864
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he made afinal, and successful, effort to escape from Anderson-
ville: and after many narrow escapes, and suffering great
bhardships, entered the Union lines at Rome, Ga., on the 4th
of July, 1864.

When the command fell back through Athens, Capt. Sroufe
was sick, at the house of the Union lady at whose request he
had obtained the National Flag, upon his first visit there;
but he proceeded back with the troops, although hardly
able to ride in an ambulance.

When the rebels oceupied the town, Forrest, himself, who
had been informed of the incident, went to the house and
informed the lady that he wanted that “d——d Yankee cap-
tain” she had concealed in her house. She assured him that
the captain was not there, that he had gone back with the
Union troops, and gave permission to search her house. TFor-
rest said the captain had insulted a Confederate lady by com-
pelling her to surrender the Yankee flag, and he was determin-
ed tomalke the “d——d Yankee ofticer” suffer for hisimpudence.
The house was searched, but, fortunately for Capt. Sroufe, he
was not there to be found.

The flag was found, however, and torn to shreds and trampl-
ed in the dust by the enraged rebel officers.

losecrans expected Burnside’s support in his encounter with
the Confederate army, and on the 18th of September sent the
following evpher dispatch by courier to Col. Byrd, with the re-
quest that it be forwarded to Gen. Burnside, whom Rosecrans
supposed was then moving south to his support. The dispatch
was received by Byrd on the Hiawassee River, and was for-
warded to Gen. Burnside at Knoxville, by telegraph :

“Enemy Chicamauga you again since you left cavalry that
¢ hundred siiiee good the from it has as should that on on val-
“ley rich spring dispatched Jasper twice important our our
“ hard oace men troops commencement sickness has been soon
“close 10 the my September guns Crawtish. [ at and very on
¢ possible so twenty dismounted horse of and decreased worked
“as inwas thirteenth arrival eighteenth enemy should once
¢ danger to the close the in and and woods Rome covering large
“enemy down remainder Tyners there if come hills Byrd at

-3
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any down left should possible front valley Dalton mountains
Headquarters the force are as of station he he down rocks
:ampaign Cleveland in came our force as our Pea Vine to
valleys at roads occupying in soon your on can is to Stanton
General me we have large La Fayette rebels a and we to
from wicked here concentrate century force will-false Queenly
Yankee need oppose you true Major can from his Quadrant
well 1s portion all them signed badly Benjamin let arrived of
will-everything.

-

-

<J. P. Droviunaxp
Capt. and 4. D. C.”

On the 3d of October,-—the next day after the return of the
regiment to Athens,™Capt. Duun, with his own com-
pany (D) in command of Lieut. Griftin, and one company
of the 1st Kentucky cavalry, was directed by Col. Wolford to
proceed toward Calhioun in search of the enemy. He was in-
structed not to enter the town, but to approach as near as he
could without too great danger. Capt. Dunn proceeded on one
road with the eavalry company, and Lieut. Griftin, with Co. -D,
on another—both roads uniting near town.

Capt. Dunn exceeded his orders by taking his command in-
to the town, and down near the river; and finding that the
rebels were on the opposite side of the Hiawassee, in Charles-
ton, he could not resist the temptation to give their pickets a
few shots “just to let them know le was there.” On his re-
turn he reported his disobedience of orders; but, instead of
censuring him, the colonel seemed gratitied that the eaptain
had taken the responsibility of ascertaining for himself that no
enemy was ou the north side of the river on either of the roads
scouted by him.

At noon on Sunday, Oct. 4th, Col. Byrd’s brigade received
orders to saddle up and prepare to move at once. At 4 o’clock
the brigade started,—marched seven miles toward Sweetwater,
and camped for the night.

Oct. 5th. Broke camyp at 7 o'clock, and marched to Sweet-
water.

Oct. 6th. Moved at 7 o’clock,—marched to Loutton. crossed
to the north side of the Tennessee River, halted three hours
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waiting for the train, and then marched antil 9 o’clock on the
road towards Kingston. Very dark and rainy.

Oct. 7th. Marched at 7 o'clock and arrived at Kingston at
noon. The 112th IHinois here took thie advance—{forded the
Clinch River, and marched five miles west, toward Post Oak
Springs. .

Oct. 8th, Marched to Post Oak Springs and went intocamp.

Just a month and a day from the time the brigade left this
point for Athens. During that time the 112th had been con-
stantly at the front, almost every day in the saddle, and fre-
gquently engaged in severe skirmishing with the enemy. One
company (B) had opened the campaign at Cleveland, and an-
other company (D) had been the last to locate the rebel forces
south of the Hiawassee. The regiment had lost one captain
killed, six men wounded, and one captain, three sergeants,
nine corporals and forty-five privates captured.

Men and horses had suffered with hunger—many days at a
time having had but one meal a day, and some not any, and
all the time on short rations—and tlie command was now sta-
tioned at Post Oak Springs to watch the enemy in that divee-
tion and to rest and recuperate, and prepare for future action.

On the 10th of October Col. Byrd issued the following order
commendatory of the 112th :

“H'pq'rs 1st Brria., 41 Div,, 23p A. (.,
Post Oax Serivas, Oct, 10th, 1863.

“GrNeraL ORDERS No. 9.

“To the Ofticers and Soldiers of the
112th Illinois Volunteer Infantry :

“The Colonel commanding takes great pleasure in announc-
ing to vou with what feelings of gratification and pride he wit-
nessed yvour noble and gallant conducet when attacked by the
enemy at Calhoun on the 26th of September last.

“The enemy threw himself upon you with a force of at least
six to one, vet you quailed not, nor deserted vour post, al-
though vou were overpowered and nearly surrounded by an
overwhelming foree.  Too much cannot be said in praise of
vour noble conduet on that occasion ; and when compelled to
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fall back from that place to Loudon, you behaved with great
gallantry and bravery.

“Your country will remember you in the future, when the
glorious flag of our country again floats over every State and
Territory of this great Republic, planted by the hands of her
brave defenders who have nobly fought in her cause. Some
of your number have been grievously wounded, some are now
languishing in southern prisons; but although many vacan-
cies occur in your ranks, you are ready and anxious again to
meet the enemies of your country wherever they may appear.

“Toilsome marches over rugged mountains have not dis-
couraged you. You have borne the heat and storms of a
southern climate without murmuring. You have often march-
ed days and nights without food or rest, and have never failed
when duty called you. You have fought and bled in your
country’s cause ; and for all this you will have your reward in
the future grandeur and glory of a united and happy Republic.

"Go on, brave soldiers, and continue to persevere in the
cause in which you have enlisted, and which, thus far, you
have so nobly sustained, and a grateful country will yet crown
you victors in a glorious cause.

“By command of Cor. RoperT K. ByRD.

“Jases McCartyey, Capt. and A. A 4. G



CHAPTER XI.

LONGSTREET'S INVASION OF EAST TENNESSEE.
MARCHES AND COUNTERMARCHES.
CHARGE AT PHILADELPHIA.
ACROSS THE TENNESSEE—RETREAT TO CAMPBELL'S STATION.

Soon after the arrival of the brigade at Post Oak Springs,
Col. Byrd returned to his home at Kingston, and Col. Hender-
son and Lieut. H. W, Wells, Adjutant of the regiment, visited
Knoxville on business connected with the service. Lieut. Col.
E. 8. Bond, of the 112th Illinois, assumed command of the
brigade, and Major Dow of the regiment; and Lieut. A. P.
Petrie, of Co. C, was detailed as acting adjutant.

On the 14th of October, Lieut. Thompson, with twenty-five
men of Co. B, was ordered to go to Washington, thirty-two
miles south, on the Tennessee River, where a detachment of
the Army of the Cumberland was stationed, with dispatches
for Gen. Rosecrans. They arrived at Washington late in the
night, after a hard ride over rough roads, in a heavy rain-
storm, and found shelter from the storm in an old stable—
having had no dinner or supper. They returned to Sulphur
Springs, once a favorite resort, twelve miles from Washington,
the next day, the rain still pouring in torrents, and took pos-
session of a “cottage” at the Springs. Here the boys killed
and dressed a hog, cut it up, obtained a large kettle, and cook-
ed the whole lot at one time. They procured some meal, hir-
ed some negro women to make some bread, and had a supper
fit for a king—if a hungry king—with enough left for break-
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fast, and some left for the negroes. The detachment returned
to camp on the sixteenth.

On the 16th Major Dow received orders from the headquar-
ters of the army at Knoxville to have the 112th Hlinois fitted
up fore active and rapid movement; to have the horses well-
shod—and he was authorized to dvaw upon other regiments
for shoes, or obtain them in the country——and have everything
in readiness for active and severe duty. IFrom the nature of
the order it was inferred the regiment was to be detached from
the brigade and sent on some distant and perilous expedition
—vperhaps to Western Virginia, or into Northern Georgia, or
over the mountains into Kentucky—but if such was the inten-
tion it was abandoned,

On the 18th, Lieut. Thompson, with twenty-five men of Co.
B, was ordered to proceed to Sulphur Springs, and scout the
country thoroughly in search of a courier, on the line hetween
Kingston and Washington, who was missing with an important
dispateh. He was instructed to divide his company at Sul-
phur Springs, and send part to Washington, and destroy all
boats on the river between Washington and Kingston : and, if
possible, to capture an old rebel named Brown, who resided
on an island in the river, with one or two sons, and who were
suspected of having waylaid the missing courier. The detach-
ment was absent four days, and destroyed eleven boats, but
failed to find the missing courier. Brown’s island was desert-
ed ; he was with the rebel army, east of the river, but his cab-
in and other buildings were destroyed and the place rendered
uninhabitable. .

Serg. John H. Bunnell, with a squad of men, crossed the
river to destroy a boat on the east side. They ascended the
bluff, and seeing a farm-house no$ far away, went to it. Sev-
eral rebel soldiers were there cating supper, but did not sec
Bunnell and his men until the latter were entering the house.
The rebels were surprised, and ran out of an opposite door and
took to the fields, ¢losely followed by the whole family, leaving
their arms and accoutrements standing in a corner. Bunnell
and his men coolly finished the rebels’ supper, and taking the
-aptured arms and accoutrements, recrossed the river. The
detachment returned to Post Oak Springs on the 21st, but
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found the camp abandoned; the command had marched for
INingston, by way of the ford across the Clineh River.

The detachment proceeded by a shorter route to the ferry,
but the ferryman refused to take them over. The Dboat was a
side-wheel concern, run by horse-power.  After parleying with
him to no purpose, Serg. Doyle was directed to take the helm,
the wmen led their horses aboard, and the proprietor became
an unwilling passenger on his own boat.

Col. Henderson returned from Knoxville on the 17th.  His
health had become greatly impaired, and believing the cam-
paign had ended for the season, and that the regiment would
remain at Post OQak Springs during the winter, he was ordered
by Gen. Burnside to proceed north on recruiting service ; and
on the 19th started for home, to rest himself and recruit the
depleted ranks of the regiment. He was absent until about
the middle of the following January—the situation of affairs
in East Tennessee being such that he could not rejoin the re-
giment before that time.

Capt. Wright obtained leave of absence and also went home,
leaving his company, in the meantime, in the command of
Lieut. Armstrong.

Adjutant Wells returned to the regiment; but having been
authorized by Gen. Burnside to raise a regiment of artillery
in East Tennessee, he returned to IKnoxville on the 20th of Oc-
tober, and was assigned to duty as Chief of Artillery on the
staff of Brig. Gen. Manson.

On the 25th of November following, Lieut. Wells severed his
connection with the regiment, and was promoted to Major of
artillery. After the siege of Knoxville hLe served a few weeks
on the staff of Brig. Gen. Cox, and was then assigned to duty
as Chief of Engineers and Artillery on the staff of Brig. Gen.
Tillson. On the 29th of April, 1864, he was assigned to duty
as Chief of Artilleryon the staff of Gen. Cox, commanding the
3d Division, 23d Army Corps, and served in that capacity un-
til the close of the war. He was also Acting Assistant Adju-
tant General, and Judge Advocate, of the 3d Division, during
part of the Atlanta campaign, in addition to his other regular
staff duties. During the succeeding campaigns in Georgia,
Middle Tennessec and North Carolina, Major Wells perform-
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ed the duties pertaining to his enlarged sphere of action ina
manuner highly ereditable to himself and to the entire satisfac-
tion of his commanding officer. He enlisted as a private in
Capt. Dum's company, was appointed, and mustered into the
service, as adjutant of the regiment, and all elaim him as a
member of our regimental “family.”

Licut. Petrie continued to perform the duties of adjutant
until the 24th of November, when he was relieved, at his own
request, and Lieut. C. W. Brown, of Co. K, was detailed as
Acting Adjutant. Lieut. Brown was offered the permanent
appointment as adjutant, but declined it. 1le performed the
duties of the office until the return of the regiment to Kentucky
in the spring of 1864, and was then relieved at lus own re-
quest.

On the 20th of October a scouting party of twenty men, of
the 112th Ilinois, captured six rebel soldiers near Kingston,
and it was learned that three brigades of rebel cavalry were
moving up the Tennessee Valley, east of the river, toward
Kingston. The 1st East Ténnessee regiment was immediate-
ly ordered to Kingston to guard the ferry; and later on the
same day the rest of the brigade also moved to Kingston.

The Tennessee regiment was here detached from the brigade
and orderel to garrison Kingston—Col. Byrd commanding the
Post—and remained there the following winter. The regi-
ment was dismounted, and, with other regiments, repelled an
assault made by a detachment of Longstreet's army, in No-
vember, and held the position ag‘unst every attempt of the en-
emy to capture tt.

A few days after, the 6th regiment Indiana ecavalry was
temporarily added to the brigade, and the number was chang-
el to the 2d Brigade, 4th Cavalry Division, 23d Army Corps.
Lieut. Col. Bond, of the 112th Illinois, commanded the brig-
ade, with few temporary exceptions, until Col. Henderson's
return from the North in the following January. During that
time Major Dow commanded the regiment, and Capt. Dunn,
the senior captain, acted as field officer of the regiment ; and
until the 18th of November Lieut. Griffin commanded Co. D.

On the 22d of October the pickets of the 8th Michigan Cav-
alry were attacked and an Orderly Sergeant killed and the



A VARIETY OF MOVEMENTS. 121

rest of the pickets captured. Capt. Mitchell with Co. C, and
part of Co. H in command of Lieut. Newman, proceeded on a
scout, by way of Post Oak Springs, as far south as White
Creek. No rebel troops were discovered on the west side of
the river, but it was learned that a large force of rebels was
moving through Athens toward Loudon.

At ten o'clock that night, after all the men, except the pick-
ets and guards, had retired to rest, the bugle sounded “boots
and saddles,” in clear, ringing, emphatic tones, that every
man understood to mean “business.” The command was or-
dered to move as quickly as possible, and in twenty minutes
the column was on the road marching toward Loudon. The
brigade marched all night, in darkness so dense it could al-
most be cut; and, without halting for breakfast, continued on,
in the midst of a pouring rain-storm, until noon, when it ar-
rived at Loudon. The rebels were reported in force at Phila-
delphia, six miles below Loudon, and threatening the bridge
and army stores at the latter place, hence the forced march
to remnforce the troops already there.

Rosecrans was safely caged in Chattanooga, with the rebel
army looking down from the heights of Lookout Mountain and
Missionary Ridge, their sides bristling with artillery, threaten-
ing destruction to the Union army; and accordingly Bragg
had sent Longstreet, with a strong force, to drive Burnside
back over the mountains into Kentucky, or compel him to sur-
render. We made the acquaintance of Longstreet’s advance
on the 24th of October, and from that time until the following
February, the 112th Illinois kept up an intimate, if not a cor-
dial, acquaintance with his troops.

Early on the morning of the 24th the brigade proceeded tow-
ard Philadelphia; met the rebel advance guard and drove it
back upon their main column. Engaged in light skirmishing
and reconnoitering all day, and returned to Loudon in the
evening.

On Sunday, the 25th, Major Dow was directed to proceed to
Philadelphia with the 112th Illinois and feel of the enemy, but
not to bring on a general engagement, if possible to prevent
it. The regiment drove in the enemy’s pickets and skirmished
until night and then retired to Loudon.
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Capt. Sronfe, with his own company, and Co. B, m com-
mand of Capt. Gudgel, was directed to move out on the Mad-
1sonville road and ascertain the position of the enemy in that
direction. He encountered the rebel pickets five miles from
Philadelphia and attacked and drove them in.  After skirm-
ishing with the enemy as long as it was safe to do so, Capt.
Sroufe withdrew his force and retired slowly to Lioudon.

Three brigades of mounted troops, with three preces of artil-
lery, all in command of Gen. Saunders, moved from Loudon.
at noon of the 26th, and marched to Philadelphia, for the pur-
pose of developing the enemy’s position and strength. Co. K,
in command of Capt. 1. H. Coleord, and Co. (i, in command
of Lieut. T. 1i. Milchrist, of the 112th, were thrown forward as
skirmishers, and attacked and drove in the enemy’s skirmish
Iime. The rebels rallied and endeavored to recover the lost
ground, but the K and G boys held the position, and sent them
reeling back to their main line. The Union companies had
the advantage of the long-range ritles, and while comparative-
ly out of danger themselves—the rebel skirmishers being arm-
ed with carbines—they poured a hot fire into the ranks of the
enemy; and for this reason they suffered no loss, while the
rebels suffered severely.

The 9th Tennessee (rebel) regiment of mounted infantry,
numbering four hundred men, occupied an advanced position
on a hill, three miles below Philadelphia, on the enemy’s right.

They were dismounted, their horses in rear, and were armed
with rifles.  The 8th Michigan cavalry charged up the hill and
attempted to drive the rebels off, but were repulsed, with the
loss of several men killedand wounded. Another cavalry reg-
iment made the attempt, and that, too, was repulsed, with
considerable loss, amid the cheers and jeers of thousands of
rebel troops. Major Dow moved the 112th, left in fromnt,
around to the foot of the hill, right under fire, dismounted,
leaving every fifth man to hiold horses, formed in line in front
of the horses, fixed bayonets, and the order” was given to
“Charge!”

Gen. Saunders rode along the line and said “Now, boys,
*show them what Illinoisans can do. I want you to take
¢ that hall.“
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With cheers, and a shout of defiance at the rebels on the
hill, the regiment moved steadily forward, without wavering,
and rapidly ascended the hill.  The enemy opened a rapid fire;
the air scemed full of whistling, “zipping” bullets, but, as us-
ual with men on an elevated position firing down the hill, their
balls passed harmlessly over our heads, and the regiment suft-
cred but little loss.  When the brow of the hill was reached
the rebels were given one volley, and the regiment rushed for-
ward at “charge bayonets.” They could not stand the line of
bristling bavonets, but broke and retreated in disorder down
the opposite side of the hill. The Union troops, as well as
the rebels, had witnessed the discomfiture of the cavalry regi-
ments, and as the 112th gained the top of the hill, and the reh-
cls broke and ran like sheep, the Union soldiers made the wel-
kin ring with cheer after cheer, and the 112th regiment was
the hero of the day.

The casualties of the regiment were, one man killed—Tiras
Starnes of Co. D-—and six men wounded —Sergeant Major J.

. Baird, Joseph Dingman of Co. A, Corporal Andrew
Harty of Co. F, Henry H. Firkins of Co. C, I'irst Sergeant
Henry Graves of Co. K, and Conrad E. Smith of Co. K.

But two hundred men of the regiment were present, and one-
fifth of these held the horses, so that only one hundred and
sixty men participated in the charge. The regiment lost
heavily in horses, many being killed and wounded in line at
the foot of the hill.

Iight prisoners, and fifty muskets, thrown away by the re-
treating rebels, were captured. The rebels opened fire upon
the regiment with artillery, and the 9th Tennessee rallied and
attempted to recapture the hill, but they soon learned that the
linoisans could hold a position as well as take it. Lient.
Griftin asked, and obtained, permission to deploy his company
(D) and make a demonstration on the battery, and it being
unsupported, he compelled it to limber up and seck a safer
position.

The 112th was highly praised for its gallantry and good
conduct on this occasion.  Gen. Saunders sought Major Dow
on the field, and personally thanked him, and complimented
the ofticers and men for their coolness and steady hearing un-
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der fire ; and Lieut. Col. Wormer—temporarily in command of
the brigade during Lieut. Col. Bond’s illness—promulgated a
congratulatory order, addressed “To the Officers and Soldiers
of the 112th Regiment Illinois Mounted Infantry,” thanking
them for their bravery and brilliant conduct in making the
charge. The command returned to Loudon at ten o’clock in
the evening, and the 112th, with other regiments, lay all night
in line of battle, on a range of hills south of the river.

Sergt. George W. Buck of Co. C—on duty in the Quarter-
master’'s Department—ecrossed the river on the 27th, with a
forage train, guarded by Co. G, in command of Lieut. Mil-
christ. They had not proceeded far when they were attacked
by rebel cavalry. The rebels made several desperate attempts
to capture the train, but Lieut. Milchrist and the Co. G boys
repulsed every assault, and held them in check until the 45th
Ohio came to their assistance, when they turned upon the en-
emy and drove thein beyond Philadelphia. They then return-
ed to the train and brought it safely into camp, well loaded
with forage.

The 9th Army Corps, under command of Gen. Potter, was
encamped at Lenoir, six miles above Lioudon. A division of
infantry of the 28d Corps was at Loudon, and the other divis-
ions were stationed at different points; somenear the Virginia
line, northeast of Knoxville, operating against other portions
of the rebel army.

Longstreet was pushing forward his infantry, threatening to
eross the river above and below Lioudon. His cavalry had ef-
fected a crossing of the Little Tennessee east of Loudon, and
were moving up the valley on the east side of the Holston.
Under these circumstances the position at Loudon became
untenable ; consequently the pontoons were removed from the
river, and on the 28th of October the place was evacuated, and
the Union troops retired to Lienoir. Guards were stationed at
all the ferries and fords on the Tennessee and Holston rivers,
and detachments were constantly engaged in scouting in the
country on both sides of the two rivers and watehing the move-
ments of the enemy.

Capt. S. ¥. Otman, with part of his own company (1), part
of Co. H, in command of Lieut. Jesse Newman, and one com-
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pany of the 8th Michigan cavalry, was directed to guard the
fords and ferries on the Holston, between Loudon and Louils-
ville, a distance of about twenty miles, and to hold them until
relieved or driven back Dby the enemy. In pursuance of the
order, he stationed Sergt. Solomon Dixon with twenty men
of Co. B, at Park’s Ferry: Sergt. John Ii. Gharrett with twelve
men, at a ford in a bend of theriver above ; and the remainder
of the Co. E men at Low’s Ferry, five miles above, where he
made his head-quarters. Lieut. Newman and his company,
and part of the 8th Michigan company—under a sergeant,
were posted still further up the river, watching the ferries and
fords in the vieinity of Louisville. Capt. Otinan gave the offi-
cer in charge of the several posts the same instructions he had
received—to hold the position until relieved or driven back by
the enemy.

The 112th was ordered to be ready to move at 10 o’clock on
the 29th. Saddled up and moved out on the road, where the
regiment waited until 2 o’elock for orders, and was then direct-
ed to return to camp.

On the 80th, Capt. Sroufe, with fifty men of the 112th, and
fifty men of the 8th Michigan, was sent up the river to recon-
noiter and ascertain the movements of the enemy in the viein-
ity of a certain ford. He found the 27th Kentucky mounted in-
fantry was on the opposite bank of the river, hard pressed by
a superior force of the enemy, and in great danger of being
captured, on account of the difficulty of crossing the river un-
der fire—the ford being a dangerous one even under the most
tavorable circumstances. Capt. Sroufe moved his men down
to the water’s edge, dismounted and opened fire upon the en-
emy, holding them at bay while the 27th crossed. He remain-
ed there until after dark, and did not reach camp until eleven
o’clock. He lost no men. The 27th Kentucky lost two killed
and seven wounded.

October 31st, the regiment mustered for pay, and before the
muster was completed received orders to saddle up and be
ready to move at a moment’s notice. The order was soon
countermanded and the regiment remained in eamp.

On Sunday, Nov. 1st, the sutler of the 20th Michigan regi-
ment opened his stock, and was well patronized by the boys,
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who had been so long at the front without opportunities to
purchase luxuries or even necessaries. His prices were high,
but not exorbitant, considering the distance he had hauled his
goods over the mountains. In fact, old soldiers could not be
imposed upon by sutlers. If a sutler charged an exorbifant
price for his wares, he was requested to “come down”—and no
one of them was ever known to refuse a second time. The sol-
diers were at all times generous, but they would not be swin-
dled. One instance will illustrate: A sutler drove into camp
with a large wagon heavily loaded with goods. He was imn-
mediately surrounded by an eager throng of would be purchas-
ers. He displayed his goods and named his prices.  The hoys
quickly discovered that he intended to swindle them, that his
prices were three times the value of his goods. They com-
menced quietly helping themselves, and before he was aware
of their intention, but one article was remaining m the wagon
—a caddy of tobacco on which he was sitting. He stood up
to protest against being “robbed,” and ina moment the tobac-
co was gone, He took the hint. He returned with another
load, drove into the same camp, offered his goods at reason-
able prices, and sold them rapidly at a fair profit This he re-
peated many times ; and he said he would not hesitate to leave
his wagon, or tent, in that camp, at any time, day or night,
unguarded.

November 2nd, the 9th Corps commenced building “winter
quarters,” after the fashion of MeClellan’s army in the IEast.
They afterwards learned, however, that the armies in the West
never indulged in such luxuries; and even they were not per-
mitted to inhabit their cosy cabins.

November 3d, a general ingpection of all the mounted troops
was had, and the 112th “passed muster” and was favorably
reported.

On the 4th, Lient. Milchrist with Co. G, and Lient. Thomp-
son with Co. B, were ordered to go to Kingston as gnards to a
battery which was being sent there to aid in the defense of that
post. They met two companies of the 1st Tennessee regiment
twelve miles from Lenoir, and turned the battery over to them
and returned to camp.

Capt. Coleord was sent out on a reconnoissance, with his
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company (K), and scouted along the river until dark and then
returned to camp, with valuable information as to the move-
ments of the enemy.

On the 6th, drew clothing, and were required to report the
number of men and horses fit for active duty. At ten o’clock
in the evening the brigade was ordered to saddle up and pre-
pare to move at once. After evervthing was in readiness to
march the order was countermanded, only to be repeated at
three o’clock the next morning,

Many horses of the mounted regiments were hroken down
and unfit for service : and a considerable number of the men
were worn out by constant duty, night and day, in the rainy
season, always on short rations, and many days without any ;
and when, on the morning of November 7th, the order was
given to move out at once, with only the best horses and strong-
est men, leaving all others behind, a large proportion of every
regiment was left in camyp. Capt. Svoufe was detailed to re-
main in command of the 112th men. Moved at six o'clock.
marched twelve miles towards Knoxville, and encamped on
the farm of the Dr. Baker who was shot by the Tennessee Un-
ton soldiers on the Saunders raid, in the preceding June, where
there was an abundance of corn and forage for the hungry
horses.

Marched at 7 o’clock on the morning of the 8th, and arrived
at Knoxville and went into camp, a mile south of town, about
noon of the same day; and remained there, performing vari-
ous duties, watching the enemy below, reconnoitering, and
kept in readiness to move at a moments notice at any time,
day or night, until the 14th of November. Part of Co. B and
part of Co. H were still on picket on the Holston River; and
Major Dow dirvected Lieut. Brown, who was in command of
the remnant of Co. 18 with the regiment, to relieve Lieut,
Newman and his men; and the latter rejoined the regiment
with fat horses and well-fed men, as they had found excellent
foraging on the river.

On the 13th, Capt. Mitchell with his Co. (C) was directed to
go out and meet a United States Paymaster, who was coming
over the mountains from Kentucky with a large amount of
money, and guard the treasure into Knoxville.  Capt. Mitchell
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successfully performed the perilous duty, and brought the pay-
master and the money safely into the city.

On the same day, (the 18th), Lieut. Thompson returned to
Lenoir, with instructions to Capt. Sroufe to turn over all the
unserviceable horses and move his men to Knoxville. He ar-
rived at Lenoir late in the evening. The next morning a di-
vision of the 23d Corps was engaged with the enemy in the vi-
cinity of Loudon, and the 9th Corps was moving down to its
assistance. Longstreet was pushing his division across the
river, and the armies were on the eve of an important battle ;
consequently the order to turn over the horses could not be
carried out.

In the afternoon Hon. Charles A. Dana, then Assistant Sec-
retary of War, Hon. Horace Maynard, a Union member of the
United States Congress from Kast Tennessee, and Col. Bab-
cock, of Gen. Grant’s staff, arrived at Lenoir from Knoxville,
where they had been in consultation with Gen. Burnside, and
desired to proceed at once to Chattanooga. As Longstreet oc-
cupied the country through which lay the direct route, they
were compelled to go by way of Kingston, and thence down on
the west side of the Tennessee. Gen. Potter, commanding
the 9th Corps, directed Capt. Stroufe to take a lientenant, and
thirty-five men having the best horses, and one ambulnace,
and go with them as a guard as far as Kingston. Capt. Sroufe
directed Lieut. Thompson to accompany him, and, selecting
men and horses, they started at once, and arrived safely at
Kingston about 8 o’clock in the eveming. After feeding horses
they started to return, but had not proceeded far when they
were informed by a Union ecitizen that part of Longstreet’s ar-
my had crossed the river at Hough's Ferry, and was in posses-
sion of the road to Lenoir, and the road to Campbell’s Station
above Lenoir, and that the detachment was completely cut oft.
A careful reconnoissance proved the truth of the man’s state-
ment. To proceed further in that direction would result in
certain capture. The Union citizen volunteered his services
as a guide; and returning a few miles, the detachment took
another road, leading around Longstreet’a forces. It was g
rough, mountainous road, at many places almost impassable,
over steep hills and through narrow defiles; and they march-
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ed all night and all the next day (Sunday the 15th), to reach
Campbell’s Station, a few miles above Lenoir. IHaving had
nothing whatever to eat since leaving Kingston, they marched
three miles further to Concord, on the railroad, where rations
could be obtained, and remained there over night.

At one o’clock in the afternoon of November 14th, the 112th
Illinois, with the other mounted regiments at Knoxville, march-
ed for Lenoir. It had rained hard all the preceding night and
afternoon, and the roads were very muddy, and for artillery
almost impassable. The command marched but ten miles and
halted for the night. Reveille at 3:30, and moved at daylight,
on the 15th, and reached Lenoir at four o’clock in the after-
noon. Here all was excitement and confusion. Longstreet
had succeeded in crossing the river and the two armies were
already engaged in severe fighting. The roads were blockad-
ed with 9th Corps trains; quartermasters were cursing, team-
sters swearing and mules braying; white the roar of artillery
and the rattle of musketry, warned them that time was pre-
cious and danger near. Longstreet was slowly but surely ad-
vancing his lines and the Union troops were doggedly and
slowly falling back.

Campbell’s Station is not a railroad station, but a village of
that name—an old stage station—about three miles west of
Concord on the railroad. It is situated on the highway between
Kingston and Knoxville—the Lenoir and Kingston roads unit-
ing at the “forks” about a mile below the village..

Longstreet was advancing with the main portion of his ar-
my on the Lenoir road, while the detachment that had crossed
the river at Hough’s Ferry was advancing on the Kingston
road. At the same time he had sent a heavy force up the
Holston River on the Loudon and Concord road, to flank Gen.
Burnside’s position at Lenoir and gain possession of the road
above the forks of the Lenoir and Kingston roads, and thus
completely cut off Burnside’s line of retreat to Knoxville. If
either wing of his army could gain possession of the road above
the junction of the two roads, while he held the Union army
at Lenoir with his center, his object would be accomplished.
But the trains of the Union army, containing stores which had

—9
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been hauled hundreds of miles over the mountains, were too
valuable to be abandoned ; and althongh Longstreet’s army
ereatly ontnumbered the Union army, Gen. Burnside determ-
ined to save both his army and his trains. The Union army
fell back to Lenoir, and there, on the 15th, Longstreet made a
furious assault on the 9th Corps, but was repulsed with con-
siderable loss.

Immediately npon the arrival of the mounted troops at Le-
noir, they were ordered to return to Campbell’s Station to
watch the movements of the rebels in that direction, and pre-
vent them from getting possession of the road. The command
moved at once and arrived at Campbell’s Station at daylight
the next morning. Karly on the morning of the 16th the ball
opened. The Union infantry fell back from Lenoir, slowly, in
good order, but closely followed by Longstreet, tighting every
inch of the ground. Capt. Dunn, with Co. D of the 112th Ill-
inois, in command of Lieut. Griffin, and four companies of the
6th Indiana cavalry, was directed to advance on the Kingston
road until he met the enemy, and to hold the rebel force on
that road in check as long as possible: and Major Dow with
the remainder of the regiment—except Co’s E, T and G, and
the detachment with Capt. Sroufe—was directed to support
Capt. Dunn; while Lieut. Col. Bond held the rest of the bri-
gade in readiness to strike a blow wherever and whenever re-
quired.

The country between the two roads below the forks was
heavily timbered, so that the movements of troops on one road
could not be seen from the other. Capt. Dunn moved down
the road with his command, and was soon engaged in a sharp
skirmish with the enemy. It was just at this time that Capt.
Sroufe arrived upon the ground from Concord, with the detach-
ment that had been to Kingston. Leaving their horses with
the others, he and his men joined the regiment. The firing on
the Lenoir road indicated that the Union army was falling
back, and would soon be above the forks of the road. Major
Dow directed Lieut. Thompson, as he came up, to return to
the horses and move them as quickly as possible above the
junction of the two roads. The horses were moved at once,
but before they reached the road the rear gnard of the 9th
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Corps had fallen back bevond that point—fighting on the re-
treat, preserving as good order and as correct time as if on a
review. :

The horses were in great danger, but just then the Union
artillery opened a heavy fire on the advancing rebel lines and
gave an opportunity to remove the horses out of danger, and
they were taken to a position to the right and rear of the Un-
ion lines.

In a few moments Longstreet’s infantry had advanced above
the forks of the road, and the 112th and four companies of the
6th Indiana cavalry were below, on the Kingston road, com-
pletely cut off from the Union army. It was thought they had
been captured, and the horse-holders were lamenting the fate
of their officers and comrades, when troops were seen energ-
g from the woods far to the Union right, which proved to be
Major Dow with his command, who had made a cireuitous
movement through the timber around the rebel flank, and es-
caped from their clutehes. During the battle which ensuned
the 112th occupied a position in reserve. Co. I, in command
of Lieut. Lawrence, acting Provost Marshal of the brigade,
was on duty as provost guards, arresting stragglers from the
whole army, and performing sucli other duties as usually de-
volved upon provost gnards.

Early on the morning of the 15th, Lieut. Milchrist, in com-
mand of Co. G, had been ordered to march rapidly to Lenoir
with his company and report for duty to Gen. Potter, com-
manding the 9th Corps. He proceeded to Lenoir and reported
at once to Gen. Potter, who directed him to keep his men well
in hand and await orders. During the night the 9th Corps
retreated toward Campbell’'s Station, without informing Lieut.
Milehrist of the movement, and on the morning of the 16th
the company was still at Lenolr, awaiting orders—the only
Union troops remaining there, all the others having fallen
back. About daylight they were discovered by the rebels, who
made a s iulden and furious attack upon them, with the evident
intention of capturing the whole company. Taking in the sit-
uation at a glance, Lieut. Milchrist and his men beat a hasty
retreat t yward Campbell’s Station, and overtook the rear guard
near there, about 9 o’clock. The loss of the company was
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John W. MeMillan, mortally wounded (died Jan. 8); William
W. Starboard, wounded and captured; and Ransom D. Fos-
ter and Andrew P. Folk captured, both of whom died in rebel
prison. Michael Nugent’s horse was killed, but he succeeded
in getting away; walked to Concord and thence to Campbell’s
Station, and two days later was killed in front of Knoxville.

On reaching the command, Lieut. Milchrist learned, for the
first time, that Gen, Burnside had requested Gen. Potter
to send to him (Gen. Burnside) a mounted company to act as
escort during the expected battle, and' Lieut. Milchrist had
been ordered to report to Gen. Potter for that purpose: but
the latter, instead of informing him at once, directed Milehrist
to await orders, and then moved off and left the company in
the enemy’s lines; and as the donsequence of his neglect the
company lost four good men. On learning this, Lieut. Mil-
christ at once reported directly to Gen. Burnside, and the com-
pany was assigned to duty as escort. During the battle, and
the succeeding night, many of the men were employed in car-
rying dispatches, a perilous duty, but they performed it faith-
fully, and to the satisfaction of the commanding general. The
company was relieved, and rejoined the regiment near Knox-
ville, on the morning of the 17th of November.



CHAPTER XIL

THE BATTLE OF CAMPBELL’S STATION.
RETREAT TO KNOXVILLE.
SEVERE FIGHTING IN FRONT OF KNOXVILLE.
ONE-THIRD OF THE 112TH ILLINOIS KILLED, WOUNDED AND MISSING.

It was Gen. Burnside’s intenion to retreat to Knoxville, but
Longstreet was pushing forward with such vigor and determi-
nation that the Union general was compelled to turn upon his
pursuer and check the rebel advance in order to save his trains
and supplies. The Union line had barely passed the junction
of the two roads when the enemy opened a vigorous fire, fol-
lowed by a furious assault upon the whole line. The Union
troops repulsed them, but fell back to a new line of defense,
some distance in rear of the first position, and there prepared
to receive the enemy’s attack. They had not long to wait.
The heavy, gray columns moved steadily forward—but they
came to a sudden halt. From the line of the Union batteries
on the hill, shot and shell and grape and canister were hurled
into their ranks, mowing wide swaths in their lines. The re-
bel batteries were wheeled into position, and for nearly two
hours the cannonading was terrific. The infantry, on either
side, watched the artillery duel with eager interest, knowing
full well that when that ceased then would come the tug of war
between the infantry forces.

It was an open-field fight. The movements of each army
could be distinetly seen; and soon the Union troops knew the
rebel column was preparing for a charge. On they came, with
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fixed bayonets, shouting and yelling like demons; but they
met such a withering fire from the Union lines that they halt-
ed, hesitated, and were driven back, dismayed at their fail-
ure. To halt, to hesitate, to waver, is certain death to an
assaulting column. To suceceed it must be kept moving, mov-
mg forward. 1t cannot stand still, in an open field, and when
it ceases to move forward it must move backward. The rebel
column fell back, reformed, and again charged upon the Union
lines, and again it was repulsed. Every attempt to dislodge
the Union troops proved unavailing. It required courage,
nerce, to withstand these repeated furious assaults, but the
Union soldiers were equal to the occasion, and met every
charge made by the enemy’s assaulting column with a cool-
ness and deliberation and a firmness that was truly heroic.
Longstreet attempted to flank the position of the Union ar-
my by sending a column around its left through the woods,
but the batteries opened fire into them at left oblique, and the
movement was abandoned. All that long day the Union army
held its position, and at dark again commenced its retreat to-
ward Knoxville; andthe 112th Ilhnois was designated by Gen.
Burnside as the rear guard. The regiment remained in posi-
tion, and after all the other troops had moved to the rear,
built hundreds of camp-fires on the hills and in the valleys to
deceive the enemy and make liim believe the Union army had
gone into camp. Who of the 112th can ever forget that long,
wearisome, toilsome November night ? '
In the afternoon, when the rebels attempted to flank the Un-
ion army, Capt. Dunn, with Co. D, in command of Lieunt. Grif-
fin, and Co. I, in command of Lieut. J. . Armstrong, of the
112th, was ordered to move to the left of the Union position
and develop the movements of the rebel column in that di-
rection. Capt. Dunn moved down through the woods, and
soon came upon detachments of rebels moving around be-
tween Campbell’s Station and Concord. He dismounted and
deployed his men, and remained there, watching and report-
ing the enemy’s movements, and engaged in a sharp skirmisl,
until the Union army fell back from Campbell’s Station, when
the rebels advanced with such force he was compelled to fall-
back to the main road. He there met Gen. Potter, who di-
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rected him to occupy a hill on the Conecord road and hold it
until further orders. The Union army continued to march
toward Knoxville, and Capt. Dunn and his command were for-
gotten. Neither Lieut. Col. Bond nor Major Dow knew where |
they were, and so could not relieve them.

The rebels were moving upon the detachment in front and
on both flanks, and the prospeet of a trip south at the expense
of the Confedemmcy was extremely good. Capt. Dunn was urg-
ed to move his command out of there, while he could, but he
refused to leave his post without orders. Lieut. Armstrong
finally sent Benjamin W. Todd, of his company, to inform
Gen. Potter of the situation and ask for instructions what to
do. Todd retwrned in a remarkably short time and reported
that as soon as he had informed Gen. Potter that the detach-
ment had not been relieved, the general ordered him to return
as quickly as possible and direct Capt. Dunn to fall back at
once and rejoin his regiment. No one, except, perhaps, Capt.
Dunn, suspected that Todd had seen Gen. Potter, but he cer-
tainly saved the detachment from capture.

It was nowlong after dark. A rebel force of infantry was on
their right and another in rear, and cavalry in front: while a
regiment of cavalry was 1n position to charge upon them if
they attempted to move out fo the road. They were in a tight
place but the darkness saved them. They tore down fences,
crossed the fields, eluded the rebel cavalry, reached the road
above and rejoined the regiment. The rebels opened fire upon
them when they discovered the movement, but fortunately no
one was hit.  The two companies, in command of Capt. Dunn,
acted as rear guard of the regiment on the mareh to Knoxville.

Wheeler's cavalry corps, at this time in command of Gen.
Martin, infested the country around Knoxville, and made sev-
eral unsuccessful attempts to capture the city, which was de-
fended by a force under Gen. Saunders. Q

During the battle at Campbell’s Station Gen. Burnside sent
a telegraph operator, with a strong guard, to tap the wires near
Concord and send an important dispateh to Gen. Saunders at
Knoxville.  After severalineffectual attempts to reach theline,
Gen. Burnside called upon Lieut. Milchrist for a brave, reso-
lute man of his company, with a good horse, to carry the dis-
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pateh to Knoxville. John Crowe immediately rode forward
and volunteered to take the message safely into Knoxville.
Gen. Burnside informed him that it was a perilous undertak-
ing, that it might result in his capture or death, but that the
dispateh was an inportant one, and whatever became of him,
it must not, under any circumstances, fall into the hands of
the enemy. Crowe took the dispatch, and after a hard ride
and several narrow escapes, delivered it safely to Gen. Saun-
ders. During the siege of Knoxville Gren. Butnside sent for
Crowe to come to his headquarters, but he was away on duty
at the time and did not receive the message until his return.
He then reported to Gen. Burnside’s headquarters, bul the
general had resigned the command of the Army of the Ohio
and left the department. He, however, left a letter for Crowe,
in his own handwriting, thanking him for the faithful pertorm-
ance of the trust committed to him on the 16th of November,
and enclosing fifty dollars which he begged Crowe to accept
as a personal gift from himself in reward for his brave conduct
on that occasion.

On the retreat from Campbell’s Station to Knoxville, Gen.
Burnside came upon an abandoned army wagon, which block-
ed the road and prevented the passage of artillery, and other
wagons in the rear. Immediately dismounting, he requested
his escort to assist him in turning the wagon over out of the
road. Several Co. G men hastened to the wagon, and one of
them, John Humphrey, who boasted of his strength, took hold
of the hind wheel with the general. The general gave the
word, and Humphrey lifted with all his strength, but Burnside
“turned the wheel on him,” and he was compelled to admit,
with considerable chagrin, that the general was “a better man”
than himself. ,

These incidents are mentioned as apt illustrations of Burn-
side’s thoughtfulness of the “common soldier,” and his readi-
ness to share with him the perils and hardships of war—char-
acteristics which endeared him to the whole army.

Capt. Otman was at Low’s Ferry, when the firing of artillery
at Campbell’s Station warned him that a battle was in pro-
gress, and that the position of the rebel army endangered his
picket posts. He immediately started down the river to relieve
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them ; but on reaching Serg. Gharrett’s post, fouud the reb-
els were in force between there and Serg. Dixon's post, and
that thiere was no escape for Dixon and his men unless they
could cross the river and move up on the east side. The en-
emy’s troops were advancing, and Gharrett’s post was with-
drawn barely in time to escape capture, as they were fired up-
on by rebel cavalry as they moved out of the bend of the river.

All the posts except Sergt. Dixon’s were withdrawn and con-
centrated ata cross-road a mile south of Low’s Ferry. Pickets
were thrown out; and at eight o’clock in the evening Corporal
David Fast and Josiah Umbaugh were dispatched for orders.
They returned at ten o’clock with the information that the Un-
ion army was retreating to Knoxville, and with orders to Capt.
Otman to report there as soon as possible. They then proceed-
ed on g blind, unfrequented road along the river; struck the
main road five miles below the city, and rejoined the regiment
about five o’clock the next morning.

Serg. Dixon and his men were captured. They were taken
to Atlanta, thence to Belle Isle, and thence to Andersonville.
Many of them never returned, and of those who dad few have
ever fully recovered from the horrible sufferings endured in
rebel prisons.. The following are the names of the men cap-
tured :

Serg. Solomon Dixon,* Corporal Andrew Fantz; William
B. Barr,* John Cole,* Charles B. Davis,* James Elston,* No-
ah Fantz,* Jonathan Graves, Stephen W. Green, Charles W.
Hart, William Holgate, David Kerns, Willlam H. Morgan,
George O. Marlatt,* George W. Nicholas, James Ray,* Simon
Ray,* William Ray, Michael Springer* and John D. Swain.*

William Ray died in the United States Hospital at Balti-
more, Marvland, a few days after his exchange, of disease con-
tracted in rebel prison.

Serg. Dixon has been blamed for not exercising his own
judgment and falling back, when he saw that his post would
be cutb off and captured. He was urged to do so, but like
Capt. Dunn, he refused to leave his post without orders. He
was a good soldier and a faithful officer, and believed in strict

*Died in rebel prison.
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obedience of orders—usually considered a virtue instead of a
fault.

The only loss of the 112th on the 16th, besides the casualties
in Companies G and E, was one man wounded, Corporal Allen
Woods of Co. C.  Capt. Dunn’s horse was killed under him in
the morning, and several other horses were wounded.

The command marched all night, over roads that in many
places seemed to be hottomless, and reached Knoxville at day-
light on the morning of the 17th. The 112th was ordered to
picket the Campbell's Station road, and the regiment occupied
a position about two miles from town—Companies K, G and B
on the extreme outpost.

Farly in the moring, Col. Wolford with the 1st Kentucky
cavalry and the 45th Ohio mounted infantry, moved down the
road to meet the enemy. He had not far to go. Tle fierce
rattle of musketry indicated that he had found the rebels and
that they were driving him in. He fell back and occupied a
position on a lill in rear of the pickets, where the 11th and
12th Kentueky regiments were in reserve. On came the rebel
advance, and attacked and drove the outpost back upon the
regiment. On they came in overpowering numbers, and the
regiment fell back, in considerable confusion, to Wolford's line.
The rebels followed up their advantage with a furious assault,
and the Union line wavered and broke.

Sergeant John L. Jennings, the 112th Color Bearer, accom-
panied by the color guard, rushed forward and planted the
colors on the hill. The rebels opened fire on them, and James
J. Inglis, of Co. C, was instantly killed. The others escaped
unharmed. The 112th quickly rallied around the flag, and the
rnemy’s guns being empty, one well-directed volley sent them
reeling back to the foot of the hill. The rest of the Union
troops recovered their position, and the line held the hill all day,
engaged in heavy skirmishing with the enemy, and meeting with
considerable loss. At night the 112th was relieved and retir-
ed to the city, to rest and obtain rations ; having had nothing
to eat since leaving Campbell’s Station, and very little there.

The casualties of the regiment on the 17th were two men
killed—Corporal Robert Corkhill, of Co. G, and James J. Inglis,
of Co. C; one mortally wounded—Jonas S. Rogers, of Co. D,
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(died Nov. 18); and four severely wounded—John Winters, of
Co. A, (died of wounds April 21, 1864), Henry C. Morris, of
Co. C, John Oldaker, of Co. E, and Charles H. W. Payne, of
Co. D; and one slightly wounded—Frederick Kukuk, of Co.
A ; total eight.

At daylight on the morning of the 18th the 8th Michigan
cavalry, and the 112th Illinois in command of Major Dow,
of the 2d Brigade, and the 45th Ohio, all under the command
of Gen. Saunders, moved out on foot, leaving every fifth man
to take care of the horses, and occupied the position of the
night before-—the 8th Michigan on the left, with its right rest-
ing on the road, the 112th in the center, with its left resting on
the road, and the 45th Ohio on the right. The position of the
45th Ohio and the 112th [llinois was along the top of a low
ridge, behind a light rail fence. A short distance in front was a
ravine, ornarrow valley, through which ran a creek, nearly par-
allel with the ridge; on the opposite side and within musket
range was a range of hills, or bluffs, higher than the position
of the Union line, which was occupied by the Confederates.
The position of the 8th Michigan on the east side of the road
was on lower ground, and in its front on the opposite side of the
creek was a hill higher than the others, on which stood a fine
brick residence, near the road. The position was about one
mile from the outskirts of the city. In rear of the 112th was
an orchard, and back of the orchard another ravine and creelk,
called Second Creek, very similar to that in front. A short
distance to the left of the 8th Michigan was timber. Gen.
Saunders was directed to hold this position, at all hazards,
until noon.  His whole force did not exce ed six hundred men,
The morning was very foggy, and the positions of the contend-
ing forces could not be seen by the opposite side.

About ten o’clock the fog raised and revealed to the Confed-
erates the position and strength of the Union troops, and they
at once opened a vigorous fire with musketry, which was re-
turned with equal vigor. Sharpshooters occupied the brick
house on the hill, and one of them was killed by a musket hall
from the 112th. After severe skirmishing for an hour or more,
the rebels moved a column down the hill into the ravine, and
prepared to charge. The bluff protected them from the fire of
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the Union troops —concealing them from view-—and they form-
ed their column and made preparations for the charge in per-
fect safety. When all was ready they moved up the bluff, and
on they came, with that peculiar, indeseribable, never-to-be-
forgotten rebel vell; but they met a well-directed, withering
fire from the boys in blue, and were driven back under cover
of the Dluff. Trom this time until noon severe skirmishing
continued with the forces on the opposite hills, and then for
an hour or more the firing nearly ceased, and the two lines lay
there watehing each other. Gen. Saunders might have with-
drawn his command at this time with little loss; but he deter-
mined to hold the enemy in check as long as possible, to give
more time to the army in rear to complete the defences of the
city.

About half past one o’clock the enemy planted four pieces
of artillery on the hill, near the brick building, and opened fire
with shot and shell. The first shot mortally wounded Capt.
A. A. Lee and killed Thomas Nowers, of Co. A, of the 112th.
For two long hours the line of Union troops lay there, without
artillery to reply —helpless—and received the fire of the rebel
guns. The formation of the ground was such that the 8th
Michigan and the left wing of the 112th were protected from
the artillery fire—the guns could not be depressed sufficiently
to reach them—Dbut the right wing of the 112th and the 45th
Olho suffered severely.

About half past three the rebels formed a column in the ra-
vine, three lines deep, and charged fiercely upon the Union
line, but were repulsed with heavy loss. They fell back, re-
formed and charged again, and were again repulsed. Again
they advanced to the charge. The Union troops were direct-
ed to hold their fire until the advancing line was within easy
range, and then to take good aim and fire to kill. The enemy
misunderstood the motive for withholding the fire; they be-
lieved the Union troops wished to surrender, and a Confeder-
rate colonel rode forward alone, right up to the line, and called
out: “Lay down your arms, boys; you can’t get out of here;
vou will all be killed ; we will take good care of you; you had
better surrender!” Rider and horse fell together, pierced by
a dozen Union bullets.
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Maddened by the death of their leader, the rebels charged
with redoubled fury, but again they were repulsed and driven
back over the bluff. Iu the meantime they had moved anoth-
er column up the ravine, around the right flank of the Un-
ion line, and now came charging down obliquely in rear, and
at the same time again in front. Just at this time (4 o’clock)
Gen. Saunders was mcroally wounded and carried off the
field. The 45th Ohio, being in the greatest danger, was the
first to break. The two advancing lines formed a wedge, and
there was but one way for them to escape—fo make a rapid
movement by the left flank. Major Dow saw that the whole
force would be captured in a very few minutes, and he gave
the order, in clear, ringing tones, to fall back.

Back through the orchard they rushed, followed by solid
shot and shrieking shells, down across Second Creek and up
on the opposite side. Most of the 8th Michigan and some of
the 112th “took to the woods” on the left, to get out of range
of the artillery, and going around, joined the command on the
hill above. A position was taken some distance in front of
the fort (afterwards named Fort Saunders, in honor of Gen.
Saunders) and Lieut. Milchrist with Co. G, and Lieut. Thomp-
son with Co. B, occupied a large brick dwelling house, between
the Union and rebel lines, to watch the rebels and prevent
them from oceupying it with sharpshooters, and remained
there until dark. This building was afterwards burned to pre-
vent the rebel sharpshooters from occupying it, as it was with-
in range of the fort.

The rebels advanced their lines through the orchard to the
bluff south of the creek, and the day’s work was doue.

The loss of the 112th Illinois in this day’s work was fifteen
killed, eight mortally wounded, forty-one wounded—many se-
verely—three wounded and captured, and nine captured: a
total of seventy-six, as follows:

* KILLED.
Co. A—John Hords, Jesse H. Morgan and Thomas Nowers.
Co. I'—Serg. William P, Finley, Corporal William C. Bell
and John Kendall.
Co. D—Corporal Henry Carl, Corporal Cyrus I'. Foote,
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Reuben Cahon, Patrick Griffin, Williain A. A. Martin and
Theodore M. Penny.

Co. C-—Corporal George McCausland.

Co. H—Serg. Alonzo B. Stetson, Color-Guard.

Co. G—DMichael Nugent.

MORTALLY WOUNDED.

Co. A—Capt. Asa A. Lee; died the same day.

Co. ¥—Elmore Barnhill, Olaus Forss (died in the hands of
the enemy Nov. 19th), and Aaron Ridle (died in the hands of
the enemy).

Co. D—Martin V. Cole (died Nov. 19th).

Co. C—John Davis (died Nov. 19th).

Co. E—David Wandling (died Nov. 19th).

Co. K-—Corporal John Murray (died Nov. 26th).

WOUNDED. '

Capt. A. A. Dunn, Co. D, acting as Field Officer of the reg-
iment, slightly.

Co. A—Corporal James M. Bice, and Philip J. Wintz (cap-
tured and escaped).

Co. F—Lieut. George C. Maxfield, Nathaniel Crabtree (se-
verely), George G. Stone, James R. Gelvin, Alfred C. Ballen-
tine, John W. Curfman and James Essex.

Co. D—Sergt. A. B. Lafferty (slightly), Alexander Beath,
Eben G. Woodward (wounded and captured), Fzra Adkins
(severely), David Mallory (severely), Martin R. Lowry (severe-
ly), James M. Baird (slightly), and James Stitt (slightly).

Co. C—Capt. J. B. Mitchell, two wounds ; Corporal John D.
Hill, Color-Guard, (slightly), Griffith Shreck (severely), Thom-
as J. Atwater (severely and captured), Benton W. Godfrey
(slightly) and George McConnell (slightly).

Co. H—Sergt. John L. Jennings, Color-Bearer, Corporals
Abner Norman (severely) and Anchew T. W. Chalmers (slight-
ly).

Co. E—=Serg. John E. Gharrett (slightly).

Co. K—Lieut. Jacob Bush (slightly), Jabez Bartlett, Charles
Crommett (severely), Conrad E. Smith (severely), Nathan
Smith (slightly), Joseph Sneller and John Wahl.

Co. G—Serg. Thomas J. Townsend (slightly), Corporal
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Thomas J. MeClellan (severely), George W. Hempstead and
Hiram W. Hubbard (both slightly).

Co. B—Andrew J. Brode (severely), and Joseph Fleming
(slightly).

Captured, besides those wounded and captured :

Co. A—Nathan H. Cole, Andrew J. Davis, Vester Goble,
Salem B. Giles and Luther M. Harrington.

Co. D—Lieut. H. G. Griftin and Holmes N. Tillson.

Co. C—Wesley Crigler.

Co. H-—Peter Hoen.

The 112th had but two hundred and eleven men on the
field, and lost more than one-third in killed, wounded and miss-
ing.

Co. I was not in the engagement, but was stationed in rear
of the line, in command of Lieut. Lawrence—then acting as
Provost Marshal of the brigade in addition to other staff du-
ties—as Provost Guards. First Serg. Harry Fones, however,
was hit by a musket ball from a long-range gun in the hands
of a rebel sharpshooter with such force that he was knocked
down, senseless, but soon returned to consciousness, The ball
struck the company roll-book in his pocket, and that doubtless
saved his life.

Lieut. Griffin was taken prisoner while engaged in an effort
to support , the 45th Ohio, which was nearly surrounded and
the whole regiment in great danger of being captured. He was
taken to Atlanta, and thence by way of Augusta, Georgia, to
Richmond, Virginia, where, on the first day of December, 1863,
he was incarcerated in Libby Prison. He remained in Libby
until May 7, 1864, when, with about twelve hundred other of-
ficers, he was taken to Macon, Ga., and remained there until
Sherman’s guns began to thunder about Atlanta, and the reb-
el government feared he might liberate the prisoners, when
they were moved to Charleston, S. C., and on the 17th of Aug-
ust were lodged in the jail yard of that city and kept there un-
til Oct. 6th, when they were again moved, for greater safety,
to Columbia, S. C. Here they were strongly guarded in an
open field until Dec. 12, 1864, when, having been brought to
the verge of insanity by disease, cruel treatment and starva-
tion, the rebel authorities dec¢ided, by their conduct rather than
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words, that the prisoners were proper subjects for the insane
asylum, and moved them to the State institution for such un-
fortunates. They were confined here until Sherman’s advance
through®the Carolinas again warned the rebels of approaching
danger; and on the 17th of February, 1855, when Sherman
was within fifteen miles of Columbia, the prisoners were mov-
ed to Charlotte, N. C., and a few days later to Raleigh, and
thence in a few days to Goldsboro, N. C. There seemed to be
no rest for the soles of their feet; but here the rebels them-
selves became discouraged, and to keep the prisoners out of
the way of the advancing forces of Sherman and Schofield,
paroled them and sent them to Wilmington, where Lieut. Grif-
fin, more dead than alive, again met the regiment, and of
course was heartily welcomed. He went from Wilmington to
Annapolis, Md., where he was exchanged on the 26th of April,
1865, and rejoined the regiment at Greensboro, N. C. He was
mustered out with his company on the 20th of June, 1865, and
returned home with his old comrades in arms, beat his sword
into a pruning hook, and he finds it more congenial employ-
ment pruning his apple treesthan tramping through the South-
ern Confederacy as a prisoner of war.

Wesley Crigler of, Co. C, escaped from the rebel prison at
Florence, 8. C., joined Sherman’s army near Savannah, Ga.,
and marched with it to Goldsboro, N. C., where he rejoined
his company on the 23d of March, 1865.

During the fighting many incidents occurred—some serious,
some laughable—bnt space will not permit mention of them.
There were many acts of real heroism, too—one of which was
the case of David Ridenour of Co. D, who, having been on
mounted picket the night previous, was excused from duty—
as were other pickets, and left in town. When the firing com-
menced he left camp, without orders, and ran the whole dis-
tance out to the regiment, “to have a hand in the fight” —as
he expressed it.

Charles Crommett, of Co. K, was unwell, and had a present-
iment that he would be hit. Capt. Coleord directed him to go
in and exchange places with a horse holder. He had not the
moral courage to leave the line in time of action—staid—and
lost a leg.
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Capt. Mitchell was hit on the front of the temporal bone —
just outside of the eve—the ball glancing and passing back,
on the side of thie head, over the ear—leaving an ugly looking
mark in its course —and causing him tospin around like a top.
A sixteenth of an inch neaver the eye, and the ball would have
crushed through the skull.  An officer standing near him ex-
amined the wound and remarked, “Well, Cap.. it came —— —
near missing yvou, didu't it 2"

The 45th Ohio suffered severely, losing about the same num-
ber of men as the 112th, most of them on the last charge. The
8th Miclngan lost fewer men—its position being such that the
rebel artillery could not veach them. The 112th bore the
brunt of the contlict, as the numerous assaults of the enemy
were made upon the center.  The front line of the rebel force
making the charges in our front consisted of the 3d South Cax-
olina, the 4th Mississippt and the 1st Texas regiments of in-
fantry.

When Longstreet made the assault on Fort Saunders, on
the 29th of November, Lieut. Col. O'Brien, of the 4th Mississ-
1ppi regiment, was severely wounded and captured. He was
brother of Parson Brownlow’s wife -—as bitter a rebel as Brown-
low was a firm Unionist. By Gen. Burnside's permission he
was taken to Brownlow’s residence, where several officers of
the 112th called on him. He informed them that when the
Confederate colonel rode forward to our line, on the 18th, and
demanded our suwrrender, they supposed the Union troops had
laid down their arms and wished to swrender. At fivst they
thought the Union line was composed of new troops, who
“didu't know enough to run,” and that all they had to do was
to “go up and take them in.”  After this notion had been dis-
pelled, the assaulting column made 1t a matter of “personal
honor™ to break the center of the line. but it failed, until the
flanking column had routed the 45th Ohio and endangered the
whole Tne.  O'Brien said he had never witnessed a braver or
more oostinate defense than that made by the 112th Ilinois
on that oceasion,

Gen. Saunders died on the 19th: a brave, generous, noble
soldicr, popular with the whole army, and especially so with

10
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the 112th [hinois.  Alinost his last words were in praise of the
112th, and he said he would like to live to go with it through
the war.

Capt. Lee died on the evening of the 18th, Aﬂer the most -
tense suffering- -he having been literally torn to pieces. He
died as he had lived, bravely and honorably. He was a gal-
lant ofticer. a brave soldier, an honorable man: and he gave
his life to the cause he loved without a murmur—his only re-
gret being that the country would lose his services.

“We buried him darvkly : at dead of night ;
The sods with our l)nyonets turning,

By the struggling moonbeam’s misty light,
And the lantern dimly burning.

“No useless coftin enclosed his breast,
Nor in sheet nor in shroud we wound him ;
But he lay—like a warrior taking his rest—
With his martial cloak around him.
“Slowly and sadly we laid him down,
From the field of his fame fresh and gory!
We carved not a line, we raised not a stone,
But left him alone in his glory !

Lieut. John L. Dow was promoted to Captam of Co. A, See-
ond Lieutenant, James P. McChesney to First® Lientenant,
and First Serg. Leander U. Browning to Second Lieutenant ;
commissions dated March 5th, 1864, to rank from Nov. 18th,
1863.

At 8 o'clock 11 the evening of the 18th, the right wing of the
112th was relieved from duty and moved into the city to rest,
and the left wing remained on picket.

At 3 o’clock the next morning the right relieved the left wing,
and the latter moved into town. The right companies were
relieved at 10 o’clock, and for the first time in many days the
112th was permitted to lay quietly in camp, on the 19th, and
listen to heavy skirmishing with the enemy, without partici-
pating in it.

And now commenced the “Siege of IKnoxville.”

Sintee writing the foregoing chapter the author has received
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a copy of a letter written by Major Dow to his wife, from
Bean's Station, after the siege of Knoxville, and he appends
the following extract, commencing with the battle of Camp-
bell’s Station on the 16th of November:

“The battle continued until darkuess put an end to it.  The
whole army then commenced a retreat to Knoxville, our bri-
gade (the only cavalry present) as rear guard. The enemy
gained no advantage in this day’s fight, but Gen. Burnside Lad
intended to make his stand at Knoxville. The artillery fight-
ing was grand -not less than seventy-five pieces belching their
thunder, and completely filling the air with their scorching
missiles at once.  We reached within one mile of Knoxville a
little after daylight, when I was sent back to skirmish and re-
tard the advance o the enemy —no tine even to dismount our
worn out men, now forty-eight hours marching and fighting
without a mowment’s rest. We found them about four miles
back, and held them until we weve reinforced by three regiments
of cavalry from Knoxville under Gen. Saunders.  About twelve
o'clock their artillery came up and we slowly fell baclk, skivm-
ishing, about two miles, and then made a stand, dismounting
and taking position on a gentle eminence entirvely bare of trees.
Their infantry made one charge but were repulsed. We lay
upon our arms during the night, having sent our horses side
the line of earthworks: We had many horses shot to-day, but
our loss of men was not large.  The morning of the 18th found
us under arms occupying the same position of the night of the
17th. A dense fog hid the enemy from our sight and delayed
the fearful work —but it came soon enough.  We occupied the
center of - the line, my right resting on the top of the hill and
extending down its left slope; the 45th Ohio held the right
slope and. the 8th Michigan were in position from my left to
the Holston River. Col. Pennvpacker's brigade was stationed
next on the right of this line, and Wolford's brigade was held
~somewhe: ¢ to our right.  About 9 o’clock the fog had almost
disappearcd. iWe had' moved a rail fence m front of our line,
making a slight protection. Suddenly our skirmish line was
apidly driven in.  The enemy had formed in a narrow valley
m our immmediate front, beyond which, and in easy ritle range,
they now were. The force which now oceupied the ravine
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came up with deafening yells, but our deadly volleys sent them
back with severe loss. The 45th Ohio fell back under the
shock, but the 112th and the 8th Michigan stood fast. Their
dead and wounded lay in front of our lines. Some of the lat-
ter crawled in to us and surrendered.

“The musketry was very lieavy, at intervals, until 12 o’clock,
noon, when they opened upon us with two batteries, but we
held our position. At 2 o’clock the enemy moved their bat-
teries down to within six hundred yards, but we still staid right
there. We soon saw heavy columns pass down in the ravine
i our front. I knew what was coming and had our bayonets
fixed. They came up, four lines deep, with their usunal yell
when charging, to within twenty-five yards of our lines. But
mortal man could not stand the terrible shower of minnie balls
which met them. They fell back in disorder. Again and
again they came on, but only to retire in disorder, and [
thought they would not again try us, but I was deceived. They
came up this, the fourth time, led by Col. Vance, a South Car-
olinian, commanding the brigade. He rode up at the head of
his columns, and when within thirty yards, ordered me to sur-
render our colors. I politely told him to go to h—ll, and or-
dered Sergeant Williams, of Co. A, to shoot him, but others
fired at him and he fell dead in our front. 'They again fell
back. But the 45th Ohio, overpowered, was driven from the
field. That portion of their line which confronted the 45th
passed around my right flank and came up in the rear of
the right, and I gave the order to fall back. General Saunders
was killed a few moments before, a few rods from us, and some
of my men carried him off the field. We formed again on an-
other hill about eighty rods back, but the enemy was satistied,
and except one skirmish there was no more fighting that day.
Not a man left the tield until ordered to. Many of the regi-
ment were taking care of the horses and on other duty. 1 had
but two hundred and eleven men on the ficld, and you will see
the list enclosed gives seventy-six killed, wounded and missing
—more than one-third, and there are but fourmissing who are
not either killed or wounded, and all except Lieut. Griftin and
Vester Goble, Wesley Crigler and Holmes Tillson, of the miss-
ing, are probably kided. A Hag of tiuce was sent in and the
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wounded exchanged. T can add nothing to the above in rela-
tion to this sanguinary fight; to lose one-third killed and
wounded 1s saying all that can be said.  We again lay upon
the field, in owr new position, the night of the 18t and until
ten o’clock of the 19th, when we were relieved and did 1o more
fighting during the siege.  We oceupied a hill, which we strong-
ly fortified, and no onemolested us.  The morning of Dee. 5th
we received orders to “boot and saddle”, and with the other
cavalry regiments to follow the enemy. We have followed to
this place ; some skirmishing every day.”



CHAPTER XIII.

TIE SIKGYE OF KNOXVILLIE.
ASSAULT ON FORT SAUNDERS-—RELIEF OF THE GARRISON.

There was considerable sharp skirmishing and some artille-
ry fiving on November 20th, but no serious fighting. Long-
street’s army could be seen going into position on the hills and
ridges north of the river, and it was expected that he would
make an attack as soon as his divisions were well up in posi-
tion. Heavy details from all the Union regiments were at
work on the fortifications, day and night ; and the works were
being strengthened and extended as rapidly as possible, in an-
ticipation of an early assault. The {roops, although wearted
by three days constant marching and fighting, worked with a
will upon the rifle pits and bastions, heing assisted by many
of the citizens of the place, the loyal people showing a great
desire to lend their aid in defense of the eity.  “Contrabands”
were also pressed into service, and by a untted effort much
was accomplished. In frout of one position on the north side
of the town the chevaux-de-frise was composed 1n part of a
large number of sharp pikes—said to be over two thonsand—
which were captured from the enemy at Cumberland Gap ear-
Iv in the fall. They were stuck and firmly secured in the
crond at an angle of about forty-five degrees, and formed a
barrier not easily surmounted.

The 112th Illinois moved out on the street, on foot, early in
the morning, and was held i reserve all day, with orders to
be in readiness to move quickly and without a moment's de-
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lay, 1 case of an attack, or any serious demounstration by the
enemy.  The regiment remained in line until evening, and
then moved into the beautiful front yard of a fine private resi-
dence and bivouacked for the night. A heavy detail from the
regiment patrolled the streets all night, to preserve order and
prevent fast driving or a stampede, in case of a night a‘tack.
The 112th was selected for this duty by order of Gen. Burnside
himself—a high compliment to the courage and morale of the
regiment.  Several fine residences just outside the skivmish
line, southwest of town, were hurned during the evening to pre-
vent rebel sharpshooters from occupying them. Tt commenc-
ed raining about nine o’clock and continued to rain all nicht
and the next day. The 112th passed an uncomfortable night,
without tents, and early in the morning sought shelter from
the storm in some old buildings in the neighborhood, with
headquarters in a carpenter shop on Main Strect; but the
men had only time to wring the water from their clothing when
the regiment was again orderved to its old position in the street,
and stood 111 line, in a pelting storm, all day and the night fol-
lowing, under orders to move at a given signal, on a double
quick. The rain ceased on the morning of the 22d, and it was
then more comfortable; but the regiment remained in posi-
tion, awaiting orders, until cvening, when, with several otlier
mounted regiments, all in command of Col. Wolford, it pro-
ceeded up thie river on a night reconnoissance : returned at 11
o'clock, and agun bivouacked in the front yard of the same
private residence,

All the supplies for the Army of the Ohio had been hauled
in wagons over the mountains from Kentucky, by way of Cum-
berland Gap.  Gen. Burnside had not anticipated a siege, and
consequently had not provided a surplus of stores; in fact he
could not have provided a sufficient quantity had he expected
a siege, as it taxed his transportation trains to the utmost to
supply the army from day to day. But the line of supplies
was now cut off. and the whole Union army was reduced to
half rations- horses and mules to less.

Knoxville is situated on a hend of the Holston. and the
course of the river at that point is nearly from east to west.
Longstreet's army cencireled the town north of the river, but
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as vet e had no considerable foree on the south side: and
forage trains were daily sent across, on a pontoon hridee, ac-
companied by strong guards, usually two or three companies
of mounted troops, to search the country for grain and “ronch
forage™ for the horses and mules.  Sometimes they wonld he
gone all day without meeting the enemy: at other times they
would hardly pass the picket lines before cncountering squads
of rebel cavalry, and would be compelled to fight their way -
to the country or return to camp: and upon more than one
occasion the rebels attacked the trains. and came near cap-
turing train, guard and all.  The 112th was frequently ealled
upon to furnish companies or details for this service, and al-
most every day some company or detail was 1n the conntry as
train guard, aund frequently engaged in severe skirmishing
with detachments of the enemy, often narrowly escaping cap-
ture.

After dark in the evening of the 23d, the cavalry division
crossed the river and occupied a position on the south side.
Longstreet was gradually, but surely, contracting his lines:
and it was feared he might gain possession of the hills south of
the river, overlooking the city on the north bank, and by plant-
ing artillery, expose the Union lines to a planging enfilading tive,

During the evening the enemy made an attack on the picket
line of a division of the 9th Corps, north of the city, and
drove in the pickets. As the pickets fell back they set fire to
all the buildings on the ground, for the double purpose of pre-
venting rebel sharp-shooters from occupying them, and so they
would not obstrnet the view of the movements of the enemy
from the Union lines. The arsenal, machine shops, round-
house near the depot, and several other large huildings were
burned to the ground, making an extensive conflagration and
lighting up the city and smrrounding country as Inmght as day.
The next day the rvebels were driven back and the Union
lines reestablished.

Longstreet’s army had ontnumbered Burnside's from the
heginning ; and within a few days atter he reached Knoxville
Longstreet had been reinforced by detachments under Gen-
erals Jackson, Carter, Jones and Williams, respectively, and
he now felt confident of his ability to capture the whole of
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Burnside's little army and reestablish Confederate authority
i Fast Tennessee.

He effected a crossing of the Holsten, helow the city, extend-
ed his lines across the river, and gained possession of a Qill
and planted artillery, preparatory to advanecing his lines and
driving the Union force on that side hack across the river.

At nine o'cloek 1 the evening of the 24th, Lt. Col. Bond was
divected to move his brigade, under cover of the darkness,
down the river, and take possession of, and fortify, a hill or
ridge, and in case of an attack to hold it at all hazards., Ile
occupied the hill without difficulty, and that nicht the men lay
on their arms. At daybhreak on the 25th work was commenc-
ed on the fortifications, and pushed rapidly all day and the
succeeding night, and until noon the nesxt day, when it was
deemed safe to pause and take breath. The position was a
strong one - well nigh impregnabie against attack, but ex-
tremely weak against starvation. It was designated “ Bond's
Hill"—after the brigade commander.

Col. Cameron, with a brigade of infantry of the 23d Corps,
oceupied an adjacent - hill; and in the afternoon of the 25th
the rebels made a furious attack upon lns position, and at
first gained some advantage ; but they were finally repulsed,
after a desperate struggle, and driven back to thelr works.

While the Confederate forces occupied several strong posi-
tions south of the viver, vet their lines were not continuous;
forage trains continued to dodge out between them, and scout-
ing parties also ranged through the country, but always atteud-
ed with great danger of capture. '

On the night of the 26th. Lieut. T. E. Milelrist, with part
of his company (), of the 112th Hlinois, by direction of Col.
Wolford, moved down the river, eluded the rebel pickets, pass-
ed through their lines, and proceeded to Marysville, in quest
of information as to the position and movements of troops in
that divection. It was a perilous undertaking, but was sue-
cesstully accomplished.  They passed so near the rebel pickets
that they eould hear thewr conversation and when they eross-
ed the bridge, muffled their feet to prevent being heard. They
returned towards morning, and Lieat. Milchrist immediately
proceeded to Col. Wolford's head-quarters to report the result
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of his observations. Col. Wolford deemed the information of
great importance, and directed Lieut. Milehrist to report the
same without delay to Geun. Burnside, and sent a staff ofticer
with him to the general’s headquarters.  Gen. Burnside was
highly pleased with Lieut. Milchrist’s report, and compliment-
ed him and his men for their courage and fidelity in the un-
dertaking, and for successfully accomplishing the object of the
secret reconnoissance,

A forage train attempted to pass up the south bank of the
river into the country, on the 27th, but it was attacked by the
e 1emy and driven back within our lines.

There was heavy skirmishing and artillery firing all day ;
and in the evening all the troops were directed to be extremely
cautious and watchful, and every precaution was taken fo
guard against surprise, or a sudden attack.

Eacl regiment was divided into three reliefs, and one-third
of the men kept on guard all the time, night and day—two _
hours on and four hours off.  One man in every four, of those
not on guard, kept awake and on the alert, to wake his three
comrades m case of an attack, and those who slept lay with
their accoutrements on and their guns within reach, ready to
spring into action at an instant’s notice.

The siege had now continued ten days. During that time
neithey army had been idle. On the Union side earthworks
had been extended and strengthened, ditches deepened, bat-
teries planted in position, and everything possible done to as-
sure a successful defense. On the Confederate side batteries
had been placed in position and protected by strong earth-
works ; the infantry were strongly intrenched in each new po-
sition, and approaches had been made toward the Union lines ;
and the cavalry were scouring the country for food, forage,
horses, mules, and other army supplies.

But the Union army was getting painfully short of supplies.
The rations had been reduced from one-half to one-third, then
to one-fourth—and even at that rate all would be exhausted—
the last mouthful eaten—on the third of December, and it was
now the 28th of November—ouly five days more of grace, and
then what? The cavalry and artillery horses and trainmules
had already actually stripped the trees of small limbs and bark
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—had ecaten them bare —and what would they eat next?

The rebel pickets did not console the hungry Union boys to
any great extent.  They said they were paving us off for Vieks-
burg. Inquired how we relished mule meat. Advised us to
study Lincoln’s proclamation; proposed to trade tobacco for
sugar and coffee ; and boasted of their intention to capture the
whole Union army and mareh it in a body to Andersonville,
But the Union boys replied with spirit to their raillery, chal-
lenged them to try thie strength of onr works, and predicted
that within a week the rebel army would find itself i a trap,
and be compelled to run or surrender.

The Union troops never became discouraged ; they had faith
in the military wisdom and plans of Gen. Grant and Gen.
Burnside, and were contented to bide their time. Gen. Barn-
side was kind, generous and humane, to citizens and soldiers
alike; he won the profound respect of all, and imparted con-
fidence and courage to all.

After the terrible strnggle at Chickamauga, in which Rose-
crans’ army was defeated and driven into Chattanooga, and
was only saved from complete destruetion by the indomitable
courage and stubborn resistance of the heroie Thomas and his
grand division, the Army of the Cumberland was practically
besieged.  With but a single hire of communications, nearly
surrounded—Bragg’s victorious army looking down upon it
from the impregnable heights of Lookout Mountain and Mis-
sionary Ridge--the mountain sides bristling with cannon-—it
was apparently at the merey of the Confederate commander.
Then it was that Bragg, feeling secure in liis position, had de-
tached Longstreet and his veterans from the Army of Virginia,
and sent them to drive Barnstde out of Iiast Tennessee, and
redeem it from National dominion. But Longstreet had hard-
1y crossed the Hiawassee, when Gen. Grant arrived at Chatta-
nooga, and. as Commander of the Military Division of the
Mississippi, assnmed command of the three great armies iu
the West, and at once restored order and confidence where all
had been confusion and discouragement. One of lhis first
steps was to cause the removal of Gen. Rosecrans from the
command of the Army of the Cumberland, and the appoint-
ment of Gen. Thomas as his successor.  His next step was
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to reinforce the army at Chattanooga ; and Gen. Sherman, with
part of the Army of the Tennessee, and Gen. Hooker, with How-
ard’s 11th Corps and Slocum’s 12th Corps, from the Army of the
Potomae, were soon en route to the scene of operations.

He then communicated with Gen. Burnside, in command of
the Army of the Ohio, and the result was that Longstreet was
permitted to advance as far as the Tennessee River without
serious resistance. Here he was held in check as long as prac-
ticable, and then allowed to cross. Gen. Burnside was com-
pelled to make a stand at Campbell’s Station to save his trains,
and to gain time to prepare the defences of Knoxville. It also
deceived Longstreet into the belief that the Union army would
stand its ground until dricen back, and compelled him to bring
forward his whole available force to dislodge the Union army.

Then he was lured to Knoxville, more than a hundred miles
from Bragg—far beyond supporting distance—where he laid
siege to the eity and threatened to starve the garrison into
surrender. By the 23d of November his whole foree had been
brought forward and placed in position. He had been rein-
forced by other detachments, which had been assigned places
in his lines of investment; his batteries were frowning upon
the beleaguered city: and he had promised his soldiers that
they should eat their Thanksgiving dinner within the defences
of Knoxville.

But on the 23d, Gen. Grant commenced a succession of bril-
liant movements and hard fought battles, in which he scaled
the rugged sides of Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge,
routed Bragg's great army from its fortified heights, and hurl-
ed it into the valleys below, from whenece, crushed and defeat-
ed, it sought safety in rapid retreat to Northern Georgia,
closely pursued by the victorious veterans of Sherman and
Thomas and Hooker.

In accordance with Gen. Grant’s instructions, Gen. Sherman
moved to the east, and placed his command between Bragg's
army and Longstreet’s, and thus cut off all communication
between the two rebel armies.

In the meantime Longstreet had been actively at work on
the ridge north of Fort Saunders, connecting his batteries with
lines of rifle pits, and preparing to open a vigorous bombard-
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ment of the fort. But the news of the engagement between
Grant and Bragg nad reached him and hastened his plans.
Longstreet undoubtedly kuew of Bragg’s defeat, but neither
his soldiers nor his subordinate officers were informed of the
fact. He now saw his fatal mistake and determined to redeem
himself while there was yet time.

On the 28th of November he directed Gen. MeLaws to double
his pickets and reserves, and advance and occupy the line of
the Union pickets, and at the same time make arrangements
to assault as soon as the weather lighted up enough for the ar-
tillery to play upon the Union position. He directed the as-
sault to be made after ten minutes brisk artillery firing by all
their batteries. Gen. Jenkins was ordered to advance his
picket line in the same way, and advance to the assault, fol-
lowing Mc¢Law’s movements; and Gen. Johuson, with two
brigades, was ordeved to support McLaws and Jenkins.

Upon the receipt of the order Gen. McLaws addressed to
Longstreet the following note :

“Hreapq'rs Divisiox. Nov. 28, 1863.
“Ligvr, GeN. J, LoNesTREET :

“It seems to be a conceded fact that there has
been a serious engagement between General Bragg's forces and
those of the enemy, with what result 1s not known, so far as
I have heard. General Bragg may have maintained his posi-
tion, may have repulsed the enemy, or may have been driven
back.

“If the enemy has been beaten at Chattanooga, do we not
gain by delay at this point ?

“If we have been defeated at Chattanooga, do we not risk
our entire force by an assault here?

“If we have been defeated at Chattanooga, our communica-
tions must be made with Virginia.

“We cannot again combine with General Brage, even if we
should be sueccessful in our assault upon Knoxville. If we
should be defeated or unsuceessful, and at the same time Gen-
eral Brage should have been forced to retire, would we be 1 a
condition to force our way back to the army in Virginia ?

“T present these considerations, and, with the force they
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have on my mind. 1 beg leave to say that I think we had bet-
ter delay the assault until we hear the result of the battle at
(Chattanooga. The enemy may have cut our communications
to prevent this army reinforcing General Bragg, as well as to
prevent General Bragg from reinforcing us, and the attack at
Chattanooga favors the first ploposmon

“Very respecttully, o s

L. McLaws,

“Major General”
To which Gen. Longstreet replied as follows :
“HrapQuarTERS, Nov. 28, 1863

“(FENERAL :—Your letter is received. 1 am not at all conti-
dent that General Bragg has had a serious battle at Chatta-
nooga, but there is a report that he has fallen back to Tunnel
Hill. Under this report, I am entirely convinced that our on-
ly safety is in making the assault upon the enemy’s position
tomorrow at daylight; and it is the more important that I
should have the entire support and cooperation of the officers
of this command, and ‘I do hope and trust that I may have
vour entire support, and of all the force you may be possessed
of, in the execution of my views. It is a great mistake to
suppose there is any safety-for us in going to Virginia if Gen-
eral Bragg has deen defeated, for we leave him to the mercy
of his vietors, and with his army destroyed our own had bet-
ter be also—for we will not only be destroyed hut disgraced.
There is neither honor nor safety in any other course than the

one [ have chosen and ordered. ' ,
“Very respectfully, .

) “J. LONGSTRERT,

“Lieut. Gen., Commanding.

“To Mas. Gex. L. McLaws.

“P. S.—The assault must be made at the time appomtcd
and ll]llht be made with a determination that will insure suc-
CEeSS. ! J. L..”

Gen. McLaws gives the following de% ription of the opera-
tions preceding the assault upon the fort, w 111('11 took place at
six o'clock on the following morning, Sunday, November 29.
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After referring to the delay in attacking the Union picket
lines, lLe says:

“After this I proposed to Gen Longtsreet that if Le would
delay the assault until daylight the next morning, the 29th, I
would drive in the enemy's pickets and occupy a line with my
sharpshooters which would command the enemy’s works, going
beyvond the line occupied by the enemy’s sharpshooters, if such
was found to be necessary in order to obtain eligible positions.
He assented, and the assault was put off until daylight of the
20th. 1 then addressed the following circular to my brigade
commanders :

' STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

¢ GrNERAL : The operations discussed to-day will take place
tomorrow morning. [ wish you to mmake the necessary prep-
arations and advance your skirmishers to-night, so as to oecu-
py the line of vifle pits now held by the enemy and make them
tenable for your men, so that your sharpshooters can open firve
on the main rifle pits of the enemy, and, firing into the em-
brasures of the main work, prevent them from using their can-
non with effeet when the main assault is made : and if an op-
portunity is offered, which may happen, we may dash at the
main works. Further instructions will be sent if any are
thought necessary. 1f any brigade commander 1s not fully
informed, he is requested to make proper inquiries at once.’

“Copies of this circular were delivered to eacli brigade com-
mander.

“The brigade commanders assembled at division headquar-
ters, and 1t was agreed that the attack upon the Union picket
line should take place at moonrise, which occurred at about
ten p. m. The signal agreed upon for the assault was the op-
ening of fire from Leyden’s battery, which had been sunk in
pits on the advanced line of Kershaw’s brigade, near the Arm-
strong house, to be followed at daylight by a continuous firing
by the sharpshooters from their advanced position.

“I ordered the assault in two columns, because there was
considerable felled timber and much broken ground between
the positions of Humphrey's brigade and that of Wofford's,
and, besides, | thonght that the spirit of rivalry between the
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two brigades leading the assanlt—one being from Georgia, and
the other from Mississippi- united to their previous well-tried
gallantry, would urge them to their work with accelerating
dash and vigor, I had been previously informed by Col. Alex-
ander, of General Longstreet’s staff, that there was no ditch
at the northwest angle of the work that offered any obstacle to
the assault, and by General Longstreet himsell that there
would Dbe no difficulty in taking the work so far as the diteh
was concerned,”

The author has clipped the following from a newspaper art-
icle on the “Siege of Knoxville.” The name of the writer is
unknown, but as the situation is corrvectly deseribed, the auth-
or has taken the liberty to use these extracts:

“The existence of a diteh in front of the northwest angle,
where the assault was made, was entively unknown to the Con-
federate officers. No scaling ladders were prepared, partly he-
cause 1t was supposed that none were needed, and partly be-
cause there were no tools with which to construet them.
Longstreet savs: ¢ Something was said about fascines small
branches of trees in bundles’, and I said they might be useful
to protect the men from bullets in their approach, but I did
not consider them essential in crossing the diteh.’

“The immediate vicinity of the fort had been jealously guard-
ed from elose observation, and was a terra incognita to citizens
as well as Confederates. The deep and impassible diteh in
front of Fort Saunders was as much a surprise to Longstreet’s
assaulting colummns as was the “sunken road” to Napoleon's
Imperial Guard as it made its last desperate charge at Water-
loo.

“MeLaws elaims that the necessity for any appliance with
which to reach the summit of the parapet was scouted by Col.
Alexander; that he did not think of them himself: but as
there were ‘no tools or material with which to make anvthing’
he did not mention them, as ‘to do so, and not to have them,
would create liesitation and detract from the dash and deter-
nined purpose so necessary to succeed,” although he did not
consider them essential.

“On account of the dense fog which hung over the river
banks, obscuring the movements of both armies, the advance
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upon the Union picket lines was delayed until about 11 p. m.,
when they were carrried by a dashing charge, many of the
pickets being captured in the rifle pits. This brought the Con-
federate picket line under the guns of Fort Saunders, and suf-
ficiently indicated the movement about to take place. Skirm-
ishing continued during the night, and a slow cannonading
was kept up from Alexander’s batteries, directed principally
upon Fort Saunders, which was believed by the Union ofticers
to be the real point of attack.

“If the Confederate commander had designed to give his an-
tagonist timely notice of his intended assault, he could not
have done so more effectually than by prefacing it by the mid-
night assault upon the picket line. General Burnside at once
sent Reilly’s brigade, which had been really in reserve during
the siege, to reinforce Ferrero’s line at the fort. The weather
had been most unfavorable for movements of troops during
the week that had past. Rain fell on the night of the 27th,
and the mercury fell below the freezing point. Ice formed on
the water in the ditch, and the almost perpendicular walls of
the ditch and parapet were as smooth and slippery as a wall
of marble.

“In advancing to the assault upon the Union pickets,
Humphrey’s skirmish line became entangled in an abattis,
which fact MeLaws at once reported to the commanding gen-
eral, who replied curtly, through his adjutant general, that
‘the feant of an attack is not the time to make discouraging
reports.’

*About four o’clock a. m., Geuneral MeceLaws, accompanied
by his staff, rode out to give personal supervision to the execu-
tion of his orders for the assault upon the fort. He says: ‘It
was evident to me that the enemy were aware that one was in-
tended, and 1 think it probable that they knew where it was to
be made, for while T was talking with Colonel Ruff (command-
ing Woiford’s brigade) on the railroad, the enemy threw a shell
which bursted over the woods, just in rear of us, through which
his brigade was passing, assembling by regiments for the as-
sault.’ ' :

“General Jenkins was ordered to advance a brigade a little

—11
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later than the assaulting columns and to pass the enemy’s
lines north of the fort, and to continue the attack along the
enemy’s rear and tlank. Two brigades of (General Johnson’s
division, having arrived the day before, were ordered to move
in the rear of General McLaws, and at a convenient distance,
to be thrown in as circumstances might require.

“The ground to the right of Fort Saunders descended irreg-
ularly to the valley of Second Creek. A parapet of three or
four feet in height ran from Fort Saunders to'Temperance Hill,
the most easterly portion of which, nearest Temperance Hill,
was further protected by the high water of the creek.

“An open space of sufficient width foran assault existed be-
tween Fort Saunders and the dam, over which troops could
move at least as rapidly as over the ground in front of Fort
Saunders. This was the point designated in instructions to
General Jenkins for h'm to make his assault, timing his
movements by those of General MeLaws. Two of Jenkins’
brigades, however, were still south of the Holston, where, in a
fruitless assault upon Cameron’s brigade on the 25th, they
had lost over one hundred men.

“The garrison of Fort Saunders consisted of Lieutenant
Benjamin’s battery E, Second United States Artillery, with
four twenty-pounder Parrot guns, and Capt. Buckley’s battery
D, First Rhode Island Artillery, four twelve-pounder Napole-
ons, and two three-in¢h steel guns, part of the Seventy-ninth
New York and part of the Seecond Michigan Infantry, making
an aggregate of about two hundred and twenty men, all under
command of First Lieutenant Samuel N. Benjamin, Second
United States Artillery, Chief of Artillery Ninth Army Corps.
Such were the men who were called upon to repulse one of the
most desperate charges recorded in history.”

General Poe gives the following description of Fort Saun-
ders: “It is a bastioned earthwork built upon an irregular
quadrilateral, the sides of which are respectively one hundred
and twenty-five yards southern front, ninety-five yards western
front, one hundred and twenty-five yards northern front, and
eighty-five yards eastern front. The eastern front was entire-
ly open and is to be closed with a stockade. The southern
front was about half done: the western front finished with
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the exception of cutting the embrasures, and the northern
front nearly finished. FEaech bastion was intended to have a
peon conpe. T front of the fort was a diteh twelve feet wide,
and in mny places as mueh as eight feet in depth. The 1r-
resularity of the site was such that the bastion angles were
very heavy, the relief of the lightest one being twelve feet.
Tlhe one attacked was thirteen feet. which, together with the
depth of the diteh, say seven feet, made a height of twenty
feet from the bottom of the diteh to the interior crest.”

Fort Saunders was the salient of the line of works, and the
bastion where the assault was made was the salient of the fort.

Wires were stretched from stump to stump, and around the
outer edge of the deep diteh encireling the fort, to trip the reb-
el soldiers as they approached our lines.

The 112th and other troops on the south side were aroused
by the fierce eannonading and severe skirmishing along the
lines on the north side, on the night of the 28th, and all sprang
to their places in the line of earthworks ready for action; but
1) serious demonstration was made by the enemy south of the
river.  All might the Union troops stood guard, listening to the
rebel artillery as it threw shot and shell against the lines of
defense, aud waiting anxiously for the morning, when they
well knew the final struggle for the possession of Knoxville
would commence.

At daybreak on the 29th, amid a terrific fire of artillery, the
rebel colnmns advanced to the charge. From our position on
the lLills south of the river, we could see the solid gray mass,
line after line, as they pressed forward to the assault. Asthey
neaved the fort the scene was veiled in a dense cloud of smoke,
that no eye could penetrate : but the sharp quick rattle of mus-
ketry, the steady roar of artillery, and the bursting of shells
were evidences of the terrible conflict being waged beuneath that
davk cleud. Tt was a terrible suspense. Upon the successful
defense of the fort depended the fate of the whole army. That
in possession of the enemy, and we were at his mercy. kre
long & victorious cheer from the Union lines greeted our listen-
g ears.  The rebel columns were repulsed, with heavy loss,
and sent, reeling, staggering, broken and shatteved, back to
their lines.  The heavy cloud of smoke lifted from the field



164 HISTORY OF THE 112TH ILLINOIS.

and revealed to our straining eyes a scene of carnage seldom
witnessed even amid the horrors of war.

A”captain of the 51st New York Volunteers, a staff officer in
the 9th Corps, who was in the fort at the time, thus deseribes
the asgault:

“Across the railroad, up the geutle slope, and through the
stumps thoy came, while our guns were making havoe among
their ranks. On they came, never falteiing, with that well
known war yell; the stumps that the wires were attached to
are reached, and down they fall, amid charges of grape and
:anister, while the steady fire of the infantry from the adjoin-
ing rifle-pits, although destructive, did not deter them from
rushing forward. They filled the diteh, and every foot of
ground showed evidence of their conrage. Lighted shells with
short fuses and hand grenades were thrown over in the ditch,
and in another moment, throngh the smoke, we discovered an-
other brigade, closed en masse, rushing on them with renewed
vigor. Yells mingled with groans as they fell, and, unable to
stand such a scorching fire, they broke and fled to the rear:
the few who returned in safety were truly fortunate. One or
two leaped the diteh, climbed the parapet, and planted their
colors on the fort, but only for a moment, as they were instant-
Iy hauled in by our men. Such deeds of heroism are rarvely
recorded, and we could not help but admire their pluck as
they were marched off as prisoners of war.

“Before the smell of powder and smoke had passed away, 1,
with a few others, passed out of the fort over the ditch on a
plank, and looked on that sad scene of slanghter. Such a
spectacle [ never again want to witness! Men literally torn
to pieces lay all around, some i the last throes of death, oth-
ers groaning and their faces distorted under the extreme pains
from their severe wounds. Arms and limbs, torn from their
bodies, lay seattered around, while at every footstep we trod
in pools of blood. Theground also was strewn with split guns,
bayonets and equipments, not to spealk of hats and boots.
Over a hundred dead bodles were taken from the ditch alone,
while the vast number of the wounded were being carefully
carried within our lines, to receive the best care in our hospit-
als; as they passed by us on stretchers their moanings were
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pitiful to hear. Three hundred prisoners fell into our hands,
representing eleven regiments, and it ‘was evident to us that
the enemy had met with a fearful loss, while ours was com.
paratively slight.”

Truly, "Nothing except a battle lost can be half so melan-
choly as a’battle won.”

One Confederate officer, Col. Mellroy, gained the parapet
with his fag, but was immediately killed ; and a Sergeant Ma-
jor managed, in some way, to crawl through an embrasure,
and was in the act of spiking a gun when he was arrested.
Sueh bravery is worthy of a better cause than fighting against
one’s own governuient ; but, thank (vod, the brave men of both
sides are now united, and ready to peril their lives if necessa-
ry, in defense of a common country, under one tlag —the glo-
rious stars and stripes.

Pollard, the Confederate historian, says Longstreet lost sev-
en hundred men, in killed, wounded and prisoners, in compar-
atively an instant of time.  In fact his loss was about one thou-
sand, of whom more than one-half were killed and wounded.

At 12 o'clock the Confederate commander asked, and was
granted, a truce of five hours to bury his dead, and for two
hours Union and rebel soldiers mingled together upon friendly
terms, between the lines; the former assisting in burying
those whom Dbut a few hours before, in obedience to the stern
demands of duty, they had deliberately slain.

The wounded prisoners on both sides were exchanged; and
among those broucht in by the rebels, were Thomas J. Atwa-
ter, of Co. C, who returned to our lines minus a leg, and Alex-
ander Beath and Eben G. Woodward, of Co. D, of the 112th
Illinois, all of whom had been wounded and captured on the
18th of November. We also heard from Lieut. Griffin and
other prisoners —learned of their eapture—as it had not been
known until this time whether they had been captured or kill-
ed. They had been reported as “missing in action”—an un-
certain fate, of deep suspense and great anxiety to their sur-
viving comrades,

At five o’clock the signal gun in Fort Saunders gave notice
that the truce was ended, and the blue and gray separated, re-
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turned to their places, and the lines resumed their wonted at-
titude of hostility.

All was quiet on ihe 80th. In the afternoon we learned of
the glorious victory of Gen Grant; and every man felt doubly
repaid for the hardships and suffering he had endured, as it
had contributed to the success of our arms at Chattanooga.

On the first day of December, Gen. Burnside officially au-
nounced to the army the result of the battle at Chattanooga,
in General Field Orders No. 33; and he congratulated the Ar-
my of the Ohio on its successful defense of the city of Knox-
ville, and thanked officers and men for their uniform good
conduet, patience and endurance.

During the day two deserters from Longstreet’s army came
into our lines. They reported that the: rebel army was pre-
paring for some kind of movement, but whether in retreat or
attack they did not know.

It was also reported that Longstreet had been reinforead;
but in fact the only forces that had joined him were outlying
detachments that had been driven in by the advancing forces
of Sherman and Granger, coming from the south, and of Gen.
Foster coming from Kentucky, by way of Cumberland Gap, to
relieve the garrison.

On the 2nd of December there was but little skirmishing
along the lines, and no indications of another attack. Daring
the night there was considerable artillery firing; but the next
day all was quiet again,

In the meantime Gen. Sherman, with his own and Grang-
er's corps, was hastening to our relief. At Philadelphia, on
the night of December 2nd, he directed Col. Long, comman-
ing a brigade of cavalry, to select the best material of his com-
mand, start at once, ford the Little Tennessee, and push into
Knoxville at whatever cost of life and horse-fiesh. Tt was all
important that (zen. Buinside should have notice of approach-
ing succor. The rebels had destroyed all the bridges. and the
infantry and artillery necessarily moved slowly. The roads
were bad, and the distance to Knoxville was over forty miles,
Sherman feared that Burnside would not hold out until the
infantry arrived, and pushed Col. Long ahead with notice of
his approach.
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Col. Long marched by way of Marysville, and arrived at
Knoxville, on the south side of the oiver, at 2:30 on the morn-
g of December 4th. The author was in command of the
picket that night, on the Marysville road. As the gnards lay
on the ground at the reserve, about two o’clock, they heard the
tramp of approaching cavalry at a distance. Were they friends
or enemies ? was the question. Hastening to the vedette post,
the officer of the guard took one or two men and went down
the road to reconnoiter. They soon came in sight of the cav-
alry, and by the bright moonlight could distinguish the blue
uniform. It was not safe, however, to depend upon the color,
for many rebel cavalrymen wore the Union blue. As they ap-
proached nearer they were halted. “Who comes there ?“ “The
advance guard of Col.” Long’s brigade of cavalry, from Gen.
Sherman’s army,” was the reply. Before the officer in com-
mand of the advance guard had spoken three words, we knew
they were friends. Rebel soldiers frequently disguised them-
selves in Federal uniforms, and at a little distance easily de-
ceived Union soldiers. But they could not disguise their
speech. One could also distinguish a rebel from a Union sol-
dier, in the same uniform, even by the cut of his hair.

Col. Long’s cavalry moved inside the Union lines and biv-
ouacked on the flats 1 front of “Bond’s Hill.”

On the 4th Gen. Burnside informed Gen. Sherman, by mes-
senger, of Col. Long's arrival, and there were signs of a speedy
departure of the rebel army.

During the night of the 4th Longstreet’s army folded its
tents and retreated on the Rutledge, Rodgersville and Bristol
roads, toward Virginia, and Gen. Burnside’s cavalry and
mounted infantry, among which was the 112th Illinois, were
on the rebels’ heels. They received orders in the evening of
the 4th to prepare to move, and at 8 o’clock on the morning of
the 5th were 1u pursuit of the retreating Confederate forces.
Gen. Granger’s corpsmoved into Knoxville, and Gen. Burn-
side’s army moved out ; and Gen. Sherman, with his own com-
mand, returned south.

The siege was ended. The intelligence of Bragg’s defeat,
and the arrival of Col. Long as the forerunner of Sherman’s
troops marching to the relief of the besieged garrison, had
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warned Longstreet to move quickly, and he had taken the on-
ly line open to him.

The siege of Knoxville commenced on the 19th of Novem-
ber, and continued to, and including, the 4th of December—a
period of sixteen days, not six weeks as some writers have
stated ; although sixteen days of sleepless anxiety and sus-
pense, on one-fourth rations—our little army of twelve thou-
sand men confronted by a force of nearly three times its num-
bers-—sixteen days under such circumstances was long enough,
and it 1s no wonder that it seems to some of the Dbesieged
soldiers to have been six weeks, or even six months.



CHAPTER XIV.

IN PURSUIT OF LONGSTREET.
SCOUTING AND SKIRMISHING—THE 112TH DISMOUNTED.
MARCH TO MT. STERLING, KY.
REORGANIZATION OF THE BRIGADE.

The 112th Ilhinois and the 8th Michigan cavalry now consti-
tuted the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Cavalry Corps of the Ar-
my of the Ohio.

Major Dow was still in command of the regiment, and Lieut.
Col. Bond commanded the brigade, and Col. Wolford the di-
vision. The column marched eight miles on the Rutledge
road, on the 5th of December, and camped for the night in the
woods. A considerable number of prisoners were captured,
mostly stragglers, many of whom seemed glad of an opportun-
ity to visit Knoxville, even as prisoners of war.

The Union forees on other roads moved slowly, and Col.
Wolford was directed to govern the movements of the division
accordingly, and not advance beyond them. The command
was ready to move at 8 o’clock on the morning of the 6th, but
did not move until ten.

The rebels had aZstrong rear guard, and orders were given
not to attack, but to press them slowly and cautiously. March-
ed about four miles and captured fifty prisoners. Co. C, of
the 112th Illinois, while on picket at night, captured twenty-
four prisoners and thirteen horses. On the Tth advanced
three miles, and lay in line of battle in the woods until dark,
and then moved forward two miles and bivouacked on Flat
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Creek. Reveille at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 8th, and
moved at seven. Marched fifteen miles and camped within
one mile of Rutledge—the connty seat of Granger county—
thirty-two miles from Knoxville. This day’s march was over a
rough, rocky, poor and dilapidated country, along the foot of
the Clinch Mountains. There were few men in the country,
and the women were intensely rebel, and boasted of their hos-
tility to the Union. They were as ignorant as plantation
slaves, and so homely that they were actually repulsive. The
weaather was cold, raw and \f'indy. The country, the people
and the weather were alike miserable and disagreeable.

Reveille at 4 o clock on the morning of the 9th, and moved
at seven. Pushed the rebels hard, and captured a large num-
ber of prisoners. Arrived at Bean’s Station—forty-nine miles
from Knoxville—at two o’clock in the afternoon, and the 112th
Ilinois was immeliately ordered out on a reconnoissance.
Proceeded out five miles, captured nine prisoners and returned
to Bean’s Station in the evening. The main rebel force was
reported to be moving on the Morristown road. Forage for
horses was plenty, but the men were suffering with hunger.

toads were impassable for wagons, and consequently no sup-
plies were received after leaving Knoxville,

Remained in camp and rested on the tenth. Scouts report-
ed the enemy in force within eight miles, on the Rodgersville
road.

Aninspection was had at one o’clock, after which Col. Wol-
ford made a speech to the 112th in relation to Gen. Burnside’s
management of the campaign in llast Tennessee—he having
announced his intention of retiring from the command of the
department as soon as his successor should be appointed.
Col. Wolford spoke highly of Gen. Burnside, both as an officer
and as a man, and regretted his resignation —sentiments which
were heartily approved by the officers and men of the 112th
Hlinois,

A meeting of all the officers of the cavalry corps was held at
(ren. Shackleford’s head quarters in the evening, and resolu-
tions of confidence and respect were unanimously adopted, and
several speeches made, highly eulogistic of Gen. Burnside,
which were heartily endorsed by all present.



IN PURSUIT OF THE REBELS. 171

Another brigade of cavalry engaged the enemy on the Mor-
ristown road, on the 11th, and the 112th Illinots and the 7th
Hlinois battery were orvdered to its support. They reached the
river, five miles from Bean’s Station, when the order was
countermanded and they returned to camp. Lieut. Col. Bond
was directed to move out on the Rodgersville road with his
brigade on the 12th, and reconnoiter the enemy’s position.
He found a force of rebels of one thousand strong, posted sev-
en miles from Bean's Station, and attacked and drove in their’
pickets. He was instructed not to bring on an engagement,
and after developing the enemy’s strength and position, re-
turned to eamp at four o’clock.

Neither men nor horses on the Union side were in condition
to fight or march. They had not recovered from their long
fast in Knoxville. Our hnes of communication had not been
reestablished, and the subsistence afforded by the conntry over
which Longstreet’s army had passed was small in quantity
and poor in quality. Some forage had been found for the
horses, but rations for the men were pamfally scarce. 'The
prospect of obtaining supplies from over the mountains in mid-
winter was not extremely flattering. Tt would tax the supply
trains to thelr ntmost capacity to furnish the whole army with
clothing, and the infantry with food. Under thesze circum-
stances it was absolutely necessary that the cavalry should
subsist upon the country ; and while men and horses were half-
starved, and were engaged in scouring the country for sutticient
food  to keep themselves alive, it was not deemed safe
to bring on a general engagement with the enemy. If
the rebel army would move on and permit us to occupy the
country, 1t was all that was asked, but we could not safely
make an attack when defeat might result in destruction.

On the 13th the rebels attacked owr forage trains and drove
them in.  Not content with that they attacked the Unmon pick-
ets, and after a severe skirmish drove them in. The com-
mand turned out on a double quick and drove the rebel force
back five miles, and returned to camp at dark.

Quite a number of the 112th men who had been captured m
Rentucky and on the Saunders raid into Bast Tennessee, the
previous summer, having been exchanged, rejoined the reg-
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iment on the 14th.  They came over the mountains from IKen-
tucky with a train, and with them came a mail from home —
the first we had received for more than a maonth. All were
busily engaged far into the night in reading letters from the
loved ones at home-—some with troubled faces as they learned
for the first_time of sickness or death in the family civele at
home, others with gladness as they perused tender missives
from wives or sweethiearts.

On the morning of the 14th scouts were sent out, and re-
ported that no force of the enemy was nearer than Rock
Springs.  Co. K of the 112th, under command of Capt. Col-
cord, was on picket in front of the 2nd Brigade. - Everybody
was engaged m writing letters, feeling secure from attack,
wlien, about 3 o’clock 1 the afternoon, a strong rebel force
suddenly appeared and made an unexpected and fievce attack
upon the pickets. The rebel advance wore blue overcoats, and
rode up to the vedettes withont exciting suspicion, the guards
supposing them to be Union soldiers.  On being halted the re-
bels opened fire and at once rushed upon the pickets. Capt.
Coleord was divected to hold them in check as long as possible,
and did so, successtully repulsing every attack, until columns
of rebel mfantry threatened his flanks, when he fell hack across
a creek and burnt the bridge. The rebel cavalry swam the
creck, however, and continued to advance. In the meantime
the Union forces turned out on double-quick and were rapidly
placed in position, the 112th Illinois in front, deployed as
skirmishers, dismounted, and Capt. Colcord fell back slowly
to its lines. Capt. Coleord received several orders from Gen.
Burnside to liold the enemy in check until he could get his
torces in position ; and he personally complimented the Cap-
‘ain for the admirable manner in which he had performed the
luty. ,

The rebels advanced in heavy force, and the Union line retir-
ed slowly, skirmishing all the way, about three miles. It was
now dark and the 112th was ordered to hold its position at all
hazards until morning. This it did, without being disturbed,
until 8 o’clock on the morning of the 15th, when the rebels
again advanced to the attack; but they were held in check un-
til the infantry obtained a good position, when the regiment
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was relieved and retired within the infantry lines. At seven
o’clock in the evening the whole command fell back to Rut-
ledge, where it arrived at one o’clock in the morning of the
16th ; and at seven o’clock again fell back, closely pursued by
the enemy, and constantly engaged in heavy skirmishing, to
Blaine's Cross Roads. Here a halt was called and prepara-
tions made to fight, but nothing beyond heavy skirmishing oc-
curred. At dark the Union force was again put in motion, and
marched four miles toward Strawberry Plains, to Stone’s Mills,
where it arrived late at night, in a heavy rain storm, cold, wet,
weary and hungry—having had but one meal, and that a light
one, in forty-eight hours.

A tlouring mill full of wheat, on Highland Creek, was taken
possession of by the Ist Division, and Serg. C. B. Hant, witha
guard from Co. I, of the 112th, was placed in charge. Serg.
Lincoln S. Baugh. of Co. C, was installed as chief miller, and
soon the division was supplied with tlour.  The mill with the
wheat in store was considered a great prize.  Gen. Spearvs dis-
covered what was going on, and ordered Serg. Huant to leave the
mill at once. Serg. Hunt informed him that he was there by
order of Col. Wolford, his division commander, and refused to
vacate. Gen. Spears then sent a captain with a company of
mfantry to take possession of the mill, bat the boys locked and
barricaded the doors and refused to admit them. The captain
then ordered them all under arrest, but, in the meantime,
Serg. Hunt had mformed Col Wolford of the srtuation, and he
had them released, and they retained the mill.  The rebels al-
so discovered the mill and opened fire upon it with a battery
and endeavored to shell the boys out, but our Indiana battery
wheeled into position and soon silenced their guns.

Flour mixed with water, without grease, salt or saleratus,
and baked in ashes, does not make the most palatable bread,
but it is much better than no bread, and the mill was traly a
prize for the short time it was held.

The enemy attacked and drove in the Union pickets on the
17th, and the 112th was ordered out, dismounted, to support a
bactery. There was considerable artillery firing and some skir-
mishing, during the day, and at night a heavy skirmish line
was thrown out and the troops lay on their arms all night.
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The 112th remained on duty in support of the battery on the
18th, but there was no fighting. At 8 o’clock in the evening
moved out three miles on the Strawberry Plains road, intend-
ing to cross the Holston River; but on acconnt of the heavy
rains, the river was unfordable, and the next morning the com-
mand moved back toward Blaine's Cross LRoads, about four
miles, and went into camp to wait for the water to subside.

Thus ended our first encounter with the rear of Longstreet’s
army. Let us now go back to Bean's Station. On the 15th
Capt. Coleord with his company (), by special direction of
Gen. Burnside, reconnoitered the Camberland Gap road; and
on the 16th Capt. Sroufe, in command of five companies of the
112th Illinois, also proceeded np the same road, and after a
hard march rejoined the regiment at Stone’s Mills.  Other de-
tachments were sent out, but the author has been unable to
obtain sufticient data to mention them.

The casualties of the 112th Illinois from the 13th to the 16th
of December were as follows :

Killed—Bradley W. Diltz, of Co. A.

Wounded—=Stafford Godfrey and Washington Gooding, of
Co. A; Samuel Long and Robert Gay, of Co. I; William An-
derson and Edward Miller, of Co. C; KEdward Garrett, of Co.
H; Lieut. Samuel W. Weaver and Jabez Baxtlett, of Co. I.

Captured—Joseph Hoppock, of Co. F, (died in rebel prison).

As the regiment was going into camp, after dark, onthe
16th, Damiel Roberts, of Co. I, rode down to Highland Creek
to water his horse, and in the darkness fellovera cliff and was
seriously mjured. His thigh was broken and he was crippled
for life.

On the 20th of December pay rolls were made out and sign-
ed, and at 9 o’clock in the evening the paymaster commenced
paying the 112th for the two months ending October 31, 1863,
and the whole regiment was paid that night.

At two o'clock in the morning of the 28d, the camp was
aroused and the command ordered to be ready to move at four
o’clock. The weather was very cold, the ground frozen and
the roads rough. The recent rains had washed away many
bridges and cut deep gullies in the roads. Lieut. B. F.
Thompson, with a detail of thirty men of the 112th, was or-

?»
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dered to proceed at once to McKinney's Ford, on the Iolston
River, repairing the road and bridges on the way, and there
scarp the river banks so the command could move down to
and ge* out of the river, and keep the opposite landing in con-
dition ¢o the troops could move up the bank. In fording a
river by cavalry, every horse carries out a little water, which
drips upon the ground, and a hard, solid bauk will soon be-
come a quagmire, unless men are kept at work with shovels
and spades to keep it in repair. The river was wide, the wa-
ter deep, rapid and muddy, and it looked like a dubious un-
dertaking to attempt to ford it; but it was successtully cross-
ed, and the command then marched to New Market, on the
railroad, where it arrived at 5 o’clock in the afternoon.

At 8 o’clock on the morning of the 24th Col. Girrard’s brig-
ade of cavalry, which was in advance, became engaged with
the enemy and had some hard fighting. Owur brigade occupied
a position on a hill, on his right, and lay in line of battle all
day, but was not engaged.

December 25th was anything but a “Merry Christmas” to
our 112th boys. Roast turkey, plum puddings and pumpkin
pies were not to be obtained. Instead, lhey dined on parched
corn, or coin-bread baked in ashes. Canteens were splitopen
and made into graters by punching holes with a bayonet, and
the corn grated, as our mothers grated nutmegs, and the neal,
mixed with nothing but water, made into bread. Our Christ-
mas dinner was not sumptuous, but it was healthy. Having
an oppor.unity to send to Knoxville, by a guard with prison-
ers, the author, among others, sent for some salaratus, salt
and pepper. These little condiments made the food more pal-
atable, but they were expensive luxuries. The salaratus cost
$1 per pound, the salt $1.25 per pound, and the pepper $1.50
per pound, in government greenbacks. Why the salt cost
more than the salaratus no one but an army sutler can ex-
plain.

The 112th occupied the position of the day before until two
o’clock, when it was ordered to relieve the 65th Indiana, on
picket at Flat Gap, four miles from New Market. A rebel
force was at Dandridge, and their pickét posts were within a
mile of Flat Gap. One-half of the reghment remained under
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arms all night in anticipation of an attack, but no hostile dem-
onstrations were made by the enemy.

The regiment remained at Flat Gap, performing picket du-
ty and’foraging, until the afternoon of the 27th, when it rejoined
the command at New Market, and the whole forcelimmediate-
ly marched to Mossy Creek, arriving there at 5 o’clock in the
evening.

All was quiet on the 28th, but the brigade was kept in read-
iness to march at a moment’s notice.

Reveille at three o’clock on the morning of the 29th, and at
five o’clock our brigade and the Second Division of cavalry
proceeded to Dandridge, on the French Broad River. The
Union force left at Mossy Creek was attacked during the day
by a superior force of rebels, but after a hard fight the rebels
were repulsed, and each side occupied its former position.

The Union loss was fifty killed and wounded.

The force at Dandridge started to return, but was cut off and
compelled to go around by the way of Bay Mountain, and af-
ter a hard march of twenty-four miles, in a heavy rain storm,
arrived at Mossy Creek at eight o’clock in the evening.

The command was ordered to be prepared for any emergen-
cy on the morning of the 80th—either to march or fight, as
might be required, but no demonstration was made on either
side. The morning was clear and cold, but at dark it com-
menced raining, and continued to rain constantly, accompan-
ied by high, blustering winds, until early in the morning of
the first day of January, 1864, when the wind suddenly chang-
ed and the temperature fell to twenty-nine degrees below zero.
The north winds pierced like sharp knives, and nothing could
be done but build great log fires and endeavor to keep warm.

The 112th remained at Mossy Creek until January 14th, do-
ing picket duty and foraging for provisions. The weather was
too cold for military movements, and by common consent Un-
ion and rebel pickets frequently Stacked their arms and built
fires on the posts, and stood around them in the vain attempt.
to keep warm, until one side would warn the other to “look
out.”

Foraging parties were sent into the country daily, and fre-
quent brisk skirmishes occurred hetween Union and rebel par-
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ties for the possession of a mill or a corn ecrib, and it was no
unusual occurrence for the forage trains to be driven into
camp empty.

At 11 o’clock on the night of the 13th the command received
orders to be ready to move at daylight on the following morn-
ing, and the next day marched to Dandridge—twelve miles—
arriving there at noon. The enemy occupied thetown. Com-
panies B, C and D, of the 112th Illinois, were deployed as
skirmishers, and, supported by the remainder of the regiment,
attacked and drove the rebels out of town and pursued them
three miles into the country. Returned and went into camp
near town late in the evening,

Col. Henderson returned to the regiment on the 14th, and
was assigned to the command of the brigade, and Lieut. Col.
Bond assumed command of the regiment. Capt. Wright also
returned about the same time.

A division of infantry, in command of Gen. Phil. H. Sheri-
dan, arrived at Dandridge on the 15th. No fighting occurr-
ed during the day. The rebels attacked the pickets at night
but were driven off without loss.

Reveille at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 16th, and at
seven the command moved to the front, Col. Adams’ brigade
in advance. Col. Adams met the enemy two miles out, ad-
vancing in force. The 112th Hlinois deployed as skirmishers,
and attacked and drove in the enemy’s skirmish line, and was
then ordered to retire, and fell back to the line of infantry near
town, closely pursued by the enemy. Gen. Sheridan then ad-
vanced the infantry and drove the rebels back, and the 112th
returned to camp.

The enemy advanced and attacked the Union skirmish line,
just after noon, on Sunday, the 17th, and there was consider-
able heavy fighting until dark. A large force of Longstreet’s
infantry was in our front, and Gen. Granger, in command of
the Union troops, placed his divisions in position for a general
battle, which it was expected would commence early on Mon-

“day mo-ming—the 18th. ’

It was ascertained, however, that a heavy force of the enemy
had gamed possession of the fords on the river, and had cut off
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